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1. Introduction 

Welcome to the BBC Sounds and BBC Radio Wales 2025-26 Commissioning Round. 

ĚĿůľ Ĭ ĻĽĴŁĴķİĲİ Ŀĺ ĮĺķķĬĭĺĽĬĿİ łĴĿĳ ĭĺĿĳ ĴĹįİĻİĹįİĹĿ ĬĹį ĴĹ-house content-makers and as we 

issue our annual audio wish-list å and with it a rallying cry for the best ideas in Wales å we hope 

you share the sense of excitement we feel. 

A big thank you to all of you who have enriched our schedule over the past year. Since our last 
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We celebrated 40 years of the National Youth Choir of Wales in Sing it Loud and What Just 

Happened, the topical comedy quiz, guided us through a snap general election and triumphed 

in the Celtic Media Awards in the extremely competitive Best Comedy category. 
 

Ĥĺ ĵŀľĿ Ĭ ľĹĬĻľĳĺĿ ĺı Ŀĳİ ĲĽİĬĿ ĮĺĹĿİĹĿ ńĺŀ ĭĽĺŀĲĳĿ ŀľ ķĬľĿ ĿĴĸİ! ĨĳİĿĳİĽ ńĺŀůĽİ Ĭ ľİĬľĺĹİį 

programme-maker or a first-time producer, this is your chance to ensure 2025-26 is similarly 

creative and compelling for Radio Wales and BBC Sounds. 
 

We have some key anniversaries to reflect in the coming commissioning year, including the 

centenary of Richard Burton’s birth and a pan-BBC season based in Merthyr Tydfil marking 

200 years since the town was at the heart of the Industrial Revolution. 
 

And we have our genre constants, from science and arts to popular culture and comedy to 

inspire your ideas. So bring us new voices or find a fresh format for more familiar faces. Take a 

įİİĻ įĴŁİ ĴĹĿĺ Ŀĳİ Ĵľľŀİľ ĿĳĬĿ ĮĺĹĮİĽĹ ŀľ ĺĽ ĮĽİĬĿİ Ĭ ĭĽĬĹį Ĺİł İĹĿİĽĿĬĴĹĸİĹĿ ıĺĽĸĬĿ! ĨİůĽİ 

looking for strong talent, bold pitches and ambitious concepts å content that captures our 

culture, celebrates our identity and articulates our national conversation. 
 

ĚĹ ķĴĹİ łĴĿĳ Ŀĳİ ēēĔůľ łĴįİĽ Digital First strategy, we are aligning our Radio Wales and BBC 

Sounds commissioning strategies, so please consider how we can work together to get 

maximum value and reach for our content across linear and digital platforms and work those 

ideas into your proposals. 
 

Anį ŁĬķŀİ Ĵľ ŁĴĿĬķ! ĥĳĴľ ńİĬĽůľ ĔĺĸĸĴľľĴĺĹĴĹĲ ģĺŀĹį Ĵľ ĺĹĮİ ĸĺĽİ ľİĿ ĬĲĬĴĹľĿ Ŀĳİ ĭĬĮĶįĽĺĻ ĺı Ĭ 

tough financial climate as inflation and the freezing of the licence fee have taken their toll. 

ģĬįĴĺ ĨĬķİľů ĭŀįĲİĿ# ķĴĶİ ĭŀįĲİĿľ ĬĮĽĺľľ Ŀĳİ ēēĔ# Ĵľ ŀĹįİĽ ľĴĲĹĴıĴĮant pressure, which in turn 

has put a squeeze on our slots. Yet although there are fewer slots available we have increased 

our tariffs in recognition of the challenges the current financial landscape presents.  
 

We hope the response from our programme-makers will be as resourceful, inspired and 

imaginative as ever.  
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2.4 BBC Radio Wales in a nutshell… 

 

ĞĬĹń ĺı ńĺŀ ĻĴĿĮĳ Ŀĺ ŀľ ńİĬĽ ĴĹ# ńİĬĽ ĺŀĿ# ĬĹį łİůį ĭİ įİķĴĲĳĿİį Ŀĺ ľİİ ńĺŀĽ ĴįİĬľ ĬĲĬĴĹ! ēŀĿ 

İŁİĽń ńİĬĽ# łİůĽİ ĬķłĬńľ ĻķİĬľİį Ŀĺ ľİİ Ĺİł ĮĺĸĻĬĹĴİľ ĬĹį ĴĹįĴŁĴįŀĬķľ ĻĴĿĮĳĴĹĲ for the first 

time. If you are new to us, this is what you need to know about BBC RĬįĴĺ ĨĬķİľ! ĨİůĽİ Ŀĳİ 

national station for Wales, creating radio that sits at the heart of Welsh life. 

Our core audience is 45-64. What matters to them matters to us. We love to hear from our 

listeners and interact with them. 
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3 What are we looking for 

3.1 Themes for 2025-26 
 

ĨİůĽİ ĬķłĬńľ ķĺĺĶĴĹĲ Ŀĺ ĽİıķİĮĿ ľĴĲĹĴıĴĮĬĹĿ İŁİĹĿľ ĬĹį anniversaries across the output, including 

but not exclusively; 
 

¶ The centenary of the birth of Richard Burton  

¶ 200th anniversary of the Menai Straits Bridge opening 

¶ 150th anniversary of Welsh artist Gwen John   

¶ 70th Anniversary of Cardiff becoming the official capital of Wales  

¶ 80th Anniversary of VE Day & 85th Anniversary of Battle of Britain  

ĒĹį ńĺŀůķķ ľİİ ĴĹ ĺŀĽ Big Ideas ľİĮĿĴĺĹ ĿĳĬĿ łİůķķ ĭİ ĸĬĽĶĴĹĲ Ŀĳİ ?==th anniversary of a key 

period in the industrial history of Wales with a special Merthyr Season. 

Weůį ķĺŁİ Ŀĺ ĳİĬĽ your original, fresh and powerful ways of reflecting these. We also welcome 

ideas that put a new spin on the familiar calendar moments from å St ĕĬŁĴįůľ ĕĬń Ŀĺ ĤĿ 

ĕłńĹłİĹůľ ĕĬń! 

Themes in our ongoing commissioning strategy… 

As ever, we are keen to reflect the communities we broadcast to, reflecting the subjects which 

matter to them the most.  
 

• Diversity and new voices. ĨİůĽİ ĮĺĸĸĴĿĿİį Ŀĺ įİķĴŁİĽĴĹĲ ĲĽİĬĿİĽ įĴŁİĽľĴĿń ĺĹ-air, 

ľĳĺłĮĬľĴĹĲ Ĭ łĴįİĽ ŁĬĽĴİĿń ĺı ŁĺĴĮİľ ĬĹį ŁĺĴĮİľ ĿĳĬĿ łİůŁİ ĹĺĿ ĳİĬĽį ĺĹ ģĬįĴĺ ĨĬķİľ ĭİıĺĽİ! 

Ĩİ łĬĹĿ Ŀĺ ĽİıķİĮĿ Ŀĳİ ıŀķķ įĴŁİĽľĴĿń ĺı Ĩİķľĳ ķĴŁİľ ĬĹį İĹľŀĽİ łİůĽİ ĿĽŀķń ĽİĻĽİľİĹĿĬĿĴŁİ ĺı 

the Nation in terms of ethnicity, socio-economic background and disability. 
 

• ĨİůĽİ ķĺĺĶĴĹĲ ıĺĽ hidden histories å or herstories - and strong contemporary narratives that 

tell untold stories and provide a platform for under-served communities.  
 

• Continuing the legacy of our Talk Disability season, we are always keen to improve 

representation of disability in our content - 27% of the population in Wales are disabled, 

5% higher than the UK average. Some of our strongest programming has come in this area 

and we are keen to build on this. 
 

• Climate Change and Sustainability! Ēľ ĸŀĮĳ Ĭľ EBz ĺı Ŀĳİ ĻŀĭķĴĮ ľĬń Ŀĳİń ĬĽİ űĮĺĹĮİĽĹİįŲ 

ĬĭĺŀĿ ĮķĴĸĬĿİ ĮĳĬĹĲİ# łĴĿĳ D@z ĿĳĴĹĶĴĹĲ łİůĽİ ĬķĽİĬįń İŃĻİĽĴİĹĮĴĹĲ ĴĿľ İııİĮĿľ! Ĩİ ĶĹĺł 

ĿĳĴľ Ĵľ Ĭ Ķİń Ĵľľŀİ ıĺĽ ĺŀĽ ĬŀįĴİĹĮİ ĬĹį łİůĽİ ķĺĺĶĴĹĲ ıĺĽ ĮĽİĬtive, original approaches to the 

Ĵľľŀİľ ĺı ĮķĴĸĬĿİ ĮĳĬĹĲİ# ĭĴĺįĴŁİĽľĴĿń ĬĹį Ŀĳİ İĹŁĴĽĺĹĸİĹĿ ĬĹį ľŀľĿĬĴĹĬĭķİ ķĴŁĴĹĲ! Ĩİůį ķĴĶİ 

ideas that feel relevant and accessible to our listeners, highlighting achievable steps that 

can make an impact. 
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• Rooted programmes. Our ambition to truly represent Wales has to be reflected in the 

ĲİĺĲĽĬĻĳĴĮ ľĻĽİĬį ĺı ĺŀĽ ĻĽĺĲĽĬĸĸİľ! Ĩİůį ķĴĶİ ńĺŀ Ŀĺ ĮĺĹľĴįİĽ łĳİĽİ ĮĺĹĿİĹĿ ĮĬĹ ĭİ 
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4 Big Ideas 

Alongside our weekly 18:30 slots we are looking to commission:  

4.1 Music Specials  
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4.3 Christmas 2024 
 

We have three key areas that we are looking to commission programmes in for Christmas 2024. 
 

Note: The slots available to commission are limited. Please limit the number of Christmas 

proposals per supplier to a maximum of three in total. 

 

1. Christmas build up 

We want a bold live or pre-recorded idea that works across the Radio Wales schedule to 

celebrate the magical time leading up to Christmas. The first 3 weeks in December are the time 

where many Radio Wales listeners embrace the festive spirit with Christmas markets, parties 

and preparations. 

 

Using our existing presenters we want big ideas that will connect with listeners across Wales 

and create a sense of excitement and community. These should work across the schedule over 

time to create a big impact.  

 

2. Christmas specials 

Radio Wales has traditionally been the home of star names at Christmas including Bryn Terfel, 

ĞĴĮĳĬİķ ĤĳİİĹ# ĬĹį ěĺĬĹĹĬ ġĬĲİ ĬĹį ĞĬĿĿĳİł ęĺĽĹİ! ĥĳĴľ ńİĬĽ łİůį ķĴĶİ Ŀĺ ĳİĬĽ ľŀĲĲİľĿĴĺĹľ ĺı 

new high-profile presenters who crucially can bring a different format and style of programme 

to Radio Wales. The placing of these programmes in the schedule will be determined by the 

presenter and the format, so please keep this in mind with in your proposals. An explicit 

expression of interest from the presenter is required for these proposals. 

 

3. 2024/2025 specials 

ĝİĿůľ ķĺĺĶ ĭĬĮĶ ĺĹ ?=?A ĬĹį ķĺĺĶ ĬĳİĬį Ŀĺ ?=?B! ĔĬĹ ńĺŀ ĻĽĺŁĴįİ Ĭ ĻĽĺĲĽĬĸĸİ ĿĳĬĿ ĮİķİĭĽĬĿİľ 

key moments of last year for a Welsh audience? What lies ahead for Wales in 2025? Comedic 

and journalistic proposals are welcome for one or two hour durations. 

 

 

OFFERS NEED TO BE SUBMITTED VIA PROTEUS BY: 

¶ MIDDAY on TUESDAY 15th October for the Christmas Round  

¶ MIDDAY ON TUESDAY 22nd October for the 2025/26 Round 

 

 

 


