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A warning to the over adventurous...

This weighty tome contains deep and powerful magic.

It should on no account be read in anything but the strictest

chronological order. I pray indulgence fo



Take a dash of Toy Story, a pinch of the magic and mystery
of the Lord of the Rings, and mix with the wonder
of The Lion, the Witch and Wardrobe and you are some
way to understanding the ingredients which make up the
new family drama Shoebox Zoo.

The CBBC Scotland, Blueprint Entertainment and Alberta
Filmworks co-production hits British television screens this
autumn. The 13-part series, filmed in Scotland, boasts big
name actors such as Peter Mullan, Jason Connery and Alan
Cumming, and introduces talented young Canadian actress
Vivien Endicott-Douglas in the lead role of Marnie McBride.

Fusing state-of-the-art CGI (computer generated imagery)
animation with classic family drama, the look and feel of the
series is quite unlike any other series seen on British television.

Viewers will fall under the spell of young Marnie McBride
and the tiny carved animals of the Shoebox Zoo as they
set off on an epic adventure to discover the lost Book
of Forbidden Knowledge.

The story begins when young Marnie McBride is uprooted
from her home in Denver, Colorado, and relocated to the
cobbled streets of Edinburgh with her father (Jason Connery),
while struggling to cope with the recent death of her mother.

But it’s on her 11th birthday that her life takes a dramatic
turn of events and she is led into an old junk shop and handed
a dusty, dog-eared shoebox. Within the shoebox lie the four
beautifully carved animals who spring to life at her command.

The disguised owner of the shop who presents Marnie with
this birthday gift is The Great Michael Scot, a Wizard who
lived in the Borders of Scotland nearly 11 centuries ago.
His power is on the wane and he’s desperate to find a successor,
The Chosen One.

From that point on Marnie and her new found friends - Ailsa
the sly adder (Siobhan Redmond), Bruno the kind hearted
bear (Alan Cumming), Edwin the pompous eagle (Rik Mayall)
and wily Wolfgang the wolf (Simon Callow) - embark on an
adventure in search of the Book of Forbidden Knowledge,
lost over a thousand years ago in the Scottish Borders.

Viewers will be taken on a roller coaster ride full of adventure,
magic and mystery, from the historic streets of Edinburgh,
through the lush countryside of the Scottish Borders and over
to North America where forgotten magic from Scotland’s
past collides with a modern continent and the spiritual
traditions of the Lakota tribe of Native Americans.

A big challenge to ask of young Marnie McBride, but even
if she accepts the mammoth task ahead of her, she still may
not be The Chosen One who can complete the quest and
return the long lost book.

The magic that is

Shoebox Zoo



Claire Mundell,

Executive Producer

for CBBC Scotland



There’s a first time for everything and for Jason Connery,
star of the popular 1980s television series, Robin of Sherwood,
and the stage production of The Blue Room in 2002,
it’s playing a dad in Shoebox Zoo.

The six foot tall son of James Bond legend Sir Sean Connery
laughs when he says: “Now I’ve reached 41, I’m finally playing
dads – but it’s cool. I don’t mind.”

As Marnie’s father, Jason brings more than 20 years acting
experience in more than 20 films to the role of the ex-pat
academic and newly-widowed Ross McBride.

One thing he did flinch at though was his character’s bad
dress sense. “My street cred is totally out of the window,”
exclaims the designer label-loving actor, who in real life is
dad to seven-year-old son Dashiell. “Have you seen how
I dress in this? Although, you never know, there might
be a cult following for people dressed in outdoor tops
and checked shirts.”

Jason, 41, was delighted to be back on home territory for
the filming of the first series of Shoebox Zoo. Most of the
action was shot in a warehouse in Leith, not far from where
his dad grew up.

Although Jason was born in London, he spent a great deal
of time in Scotland. He attended Prince Charles’ old school,
Gordonstoun, in the north of Scotland for four years and,
a few years ago, he bought a house in Melrose, in the Scottish
Borders, so the Scottish accent he shows off in Shoebox Zoo
was effortless.

 “I always felt an affinity with Scotland but I thought I would
end up further north than the Borders. But I really love it
there, there’s something about that beautiful undulating
countryside which is unique in the world.”

Jason currently divides his time between his home in the
Borders and Los Angeles, where son Dashiell, named after
a character in the Maltese Falcon, lives with his mother, Jason’s
ex-wife, actress Mia Sara. The couple share custody of their
son and Jason is clearly a devoted father.

“I’m sure he’ll love the story of Shoebox Zoo which is one of
the reasons I wanted to do it. It has such a magical quality.”

Jason is also full of praise for his young co-star,
Vivien Endicott-Douglas, whom he describes as ‘amazing’.

“I have acted with a lot of kids before in Robin of Sherwood,
but she is incredible, very natural.” He continues: “She has
been filming every day and a lot of it has been the digital
animation stuff , which in effect is acting with nothing; just
the voices of Rik Mayall, Alan Cumming, Simon Callow and
Siobhan Redmond. You have good voices to work with but
it is bizarre looking at nothing.”

Jason describes his character Ross as being a normal guy who
is thrown into a difficult situation following the death of his
young wife.

“Ross is originally from Edinburgh but went to live in Denver
for 13 years. He is an academic, a Special Collections Curator,
and one of the reasons he is drawn to the second hand shop
in Edinburgh, where Marnie finds the Shoebox Zoo, is his
need to find a first edition.”

Although Jason admits that the animation side of Shoebox
Zoo is fascinating, his character is not party to it and stays
very much in the real world.

Jason explains: “When Marnie starts to act strangely, Ross
thinks his daughter is going through a nervous breakdown





According to everyone who worked on Shoebox Zoo,
the young Canadian actress, Vivien Endicott-Douglas, is a
star in the making.

Her co-star, the actor and director Peter Mullan, says she
reminds him of ‘a young Jodie Foster.’ With a recommendation
like that, it’s obvious this 13-year-old from Toronto is
going places.

As the pivotal figure in Shoebox Zoo, linking the real world
with a magical one inhabited by wizards, illusionists and
carved wooden animals who walk and talk, Vivien bears
a big responsibility on her young shoulders.
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Sitting in his trailer on the Shoebox Zoo set in Leith, clad in
medieval garb of brown plaid and warm woolly tights, David
McKay smiles wryly and says: “This role is great for me.”

Used to being cast as ‘a wee Glasgow ned’ the role of jack-of-
all-trades servant McTaggart to both Michael Scot and Professor
Toledo is a complete departure for the Glasgow-born actor,
writer and director. According to David, his part in Shoebox
Zoo gives him a scope to play against type.



As master illusionist Professor Toledo, Anthony Donaldson
is evil personified.

“Yes, it’s true, I’m not a nice character,” admits the actor,
who lives just up the road from the set of Shoebox Zoo,
in Leith Walk. When the annals of TV Baddie history are
written, Professor Toledo will no doubt be a good contender
for top spot.

Toledo, who always dresses in white, is a truly dangerous
adversary. “I play a classic baddie,” Anthony explains.
“The kids who have come on set to work days here and there
have compared me to Simon Cowell from Pop Idol.”

But there are reasons behind Professor Toledo’s evil streak.

“The Wizard Michael Scot created me and was ashamed
because I didn’t turn out the way he planned. Toledo is able
to do anything he wants. He has magic powers and a complete
disregard for human life. He treats people like little insects
to be played with so that he can achieve his goal.”

A graduate of the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and
Drama back in 1994, Edinburgh-born Anthony worked in
theatre for several years before landing parts in Scottish
Television’s Taggart and Inspector Rebus as well as the BBC
Scotland soap River City.

In his scenes with Shoebox Zoo animal, Wolfgang, voiced by
Simon Callow, Anthony has had to learn how to act with
nothing, which he admits has been an “odd experience”.

“It’s a bit weird staring into space and keeping up your
concentration. You have a marker and then it goes and you’re
just left with the voice to act with. But the relationship
between Toledo and Wolfgang is very interesting. Toledo
knows exactly what makes him tick.”

However, Anthony is a bit concerned with always landing
parts which involve him playing a dark character.

“I don’t know why I keep getting cast as the baddie. I played
a drug dealer called Mental Minto in Inspector Rebus and in
River City I popped up again as a drug dealer. Maybe I have
a bad boy look.

“But this is a dream job for me.”

Anthony Donaldson

is Professor Toledo



Acclaimed Scottish actress Siobhan Redmond is the
s-s-silken voice behind Ailsa the Adder, the only female
inhabitant of the Shoebox Zoo.

“I jumped at the chance to do it,” laughs the Glasgow born
star of Holby City and Between the Lines. “Not only is it
a fantastic story, it gave me the chance to play my animal
alter ego.

“Ailsa is a tremendous character and I’ve always wanted to
play the voice of an animated animal. I get to do a lot of
hissing – snakes make so many great noises!”

Siobhan spent three days in London in June 2003 recording
the voice of Ailsa alongside Simon Callow, Rik Mayall and
her old pal Alan Cumming, with whom she starred in the
cult BBC sitcom about air stewards, The High Life, back in
the 1980s.

“It was a fascinating experience,” she says. “Your voice is being
recorded but they also film what you look like when you are
saying your lines, your facial expressions, how you move
and so on.







For the multi-talented Simon Callow, playing the Shoebox
Zoo character of Wolfgang the Wolf provided the ideal
opportunity to practice his howling technique.

 “Yes, my howling really was exceptional,” grins the actor,
probably best known to viewers as Gareth, the bon viveur
who dropped down dead at a Highland wedding in Four
Weddings and a Funeral.

“It has stood me in good stead since as I have gone on to own



Known most recently for his role in spooky BBC Drama Sea
of Souls, Scottish actor Bill Paterson was delighted to be asked
to provide the distinguished and knowing voice of The
Storyteller in Shoebox Zoo.

Claire Mundell, Executive Producer and Co-creator
for the series, explains the importance of the role:
“The Storyteller guides us through the epic and tells
the story from a position of knowledge. Shoebox Zoo
is such a classic tale comprising of many elements,
the idea of having a narrator is a classic device.

“He is our connection between the past and the present.”

A first time for Bill to work on a children’s drama,
he thoroughly enjoyed adding emotion, intrigue and menace
to the story which he believes will excite a wide audience.

Bill, who recorded his piece in May this year, explains:
“I think it has a nice blend of fantasy and humour which
should appeal to grown ups as well as their kids. I particularly
liked the voices and animation.

“I hope Shoebox Zoo will give the viewers the same buzz of
excitement and promise that it gave me when I first read it.”

Bill Paterson

is the voice of the storyteller

Episode 1

The Magic is Awakened

It’s the worst birthday of Marnie McBride’s life. Still grieving
from her mom’s death and Marnie’s recent move from Colorado
to Scotland, she sees no reason to celebrate turning 11,
despite Dad’s best efforts. But, unbeknownst to Marnie she’s
about to be touched by a dangerous and irresistible magic.

When Dad wants to stop in an old junk shop, Marnie
begrudgingly agrees, unaware that her fate lies inside.
The mysterious man behind the counter seems out of place
somehow, and Marnie waits for Dad tentatively by the door.
When the strange man encourages Marnie towards a shoebox,
she opens it cautiously and finds it filled with four toy animals
– a snake, a bear, a wolf and an eagle.

As the clock strikes 11, the man rushes Marnie and Dad
out of the shop, insisting Marnie take the toys as a birthday
gift. “How did he know it was your birthday?” asks Dad.
Marnie shrugs.

The next day, Marnie finds herself drawn to the toys. She
cleans them up and sets them out on the counter, playing at
magic words that would make them come alive. To her shock,
she does wake them up – but just as quickly, the animals –
the Shoebox Zoo – are frozen once again.

Unable to explain her newfound powers, Marnie goes to
return the Shoebox Zoo to the junk shop, and stops dead
when she rounds the corner of the alley and realises that the
shop has disappeared!

Episode 2

Friend or Foe?

It’s Marnie’s first day of school in Scotland. Not only is she
the new kid, but she’s late, and having trouble finding her


