














Gavin became a professional footballer straight
from school, joining QPR in 1984. He also played
for Gillingham (where his dad was manager),
Bournemouth, Newcastle United and Chelsea.
He ended his career back at QPR, retiring at the
end of the 2001/2002 season after having made
134 appearances for the Blues.

The Eltham-born midfielder is now enjoying a
successful career in the media, working
regularly as a summariser for Five Live and





returning to Sao Paulo for a brief stint. In 1994
he teamed up with Brazilian legend Zico at the
Kashima Antlers of the newly formed J League
in Japan and won the title with them in 1996.

In 1994 also he was part of the successful
Brazilian squad at the World Cup, although he
missed the latter stages through suspension
after being sent off in the second round for
elbowing American Tab Ramos.

In 1996 Leonardo moved to Paris Saint-
Germain and picked up a Cup Winners’ Cup
medal with them in 1997. During that summer
he transferred to AC Milan as well as winning
the Copa America with Brazil.

In international football he returned to France
in 1998 and played in all seven games of
Brazil’s World Cup campaign in which they
finished as runners-up to hosts France.

Leonardo had four seasons with AC Milan, and
won Serie A with them in 1999, before having
short spells at both Sao Paulo and Flamengo
and then returning to Milan to end his career in
2002. Leonardo finished with 60 international
caps after making his debut in 1989.

Since retiring from football Leonardo has
dedicated himself to charitable work. For the
past two years he has been General Secretary
of Fondazione Milan, an AC Milan backed non-
profit organisation that runs sporting
community projects across the world.And,
with former Brazilian international Rai,
Leonardo created the Fundacao Gol de Letra,
a charity which aims to offer cultural, non-
formal and formal education for disadvantaged
and at-risk children in Brazil.

Alan Shearer – Studio analyst

Former England captain Alan Shearer is one of
the most feared and respected strikers of the
modern era and a wonderful ambassador for
the game.

His debut was an indication of the wealth of
talent Alan has when he scored a hat-trick for
Southampton against Arsenal on 9 April 1988
(4-2 victory).

In 1992 at the start of the Premiership,Alan
moved to Blackburn Rovers for a British
record fee of £3.6 million pounds, where he
formed a lethal partnership with Chris Sutton,
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which became known as the SAS. Blackburn
won the FA Premier League in the 1994/1995
season, with Alan contributing 34 league goals
at the beginning of a sequence in which he
became the only player in English football
history to score 30 or more goals in three
consecutive seasons.

Alan made his England debut in 1992 and soon
became a regular. He picked up the Golden
Boot at Euro 96 and was captain of the squads
in the 1998 World Cup and Euro 2000, after
which he retired from international football.
From his 63 caps he scored 30 goals.

On 6 August 1996, after Alan’s successful Euro
96, where he finished the tournament’s top
goal scorer,Alan joined his beloved Newcastle
for a world record fee of £15.6 million
pounds, fulfilling his childhood dream to play
for his local side.

As a Newcastle player,Alan has helped secure
the club’s position as one of the world’s
premier clubs and has enjoyed successful
campaigns both domestically and internationally.
He retired from football at the end of the
2005/06 season at the age of 34.

Alan, awarded the OBE in 2001, is now in his
second season as a football pundit with the BBC.

Gordon Strachan – Studio analyst

After successfully guiding Glasgow Celtic to the
Scottish Premier League title Gordon Strachan
returns (albeit temporarily) to BBC Sport as a
studio analyst for the 2006 World Cup.

The Edinburgh-born, right-sided midfielder
started out with Dundee, but really came to
prominence at Aberdeen under the legendary
management of Sir Alex Ferguson.At Pittodrie
he won two Scottish League titles, the Scottish
FA Cup three times, the European Cup
Winners’ Cup and the European Super Cup.

In 1984 he moved south to Manchester United
when he was signed by Ron Atkinson for

£500,000. He would soon, though, be managed
again by Ferguson and with him Strachan won
the FA Cup in 1985. However, Ferguson sold
him once again, this time across the Pennines
to Leeds United in 1989.

In his first season at Elland Road he helped the
club to the old Second Division title and a
return to the top flight.Two years later, at the








