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__| The Scottish Wars of Independence Worksheet 2
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Evaluating evidence

When you are thinking like a historian, you must ask

yourself why people wrote the documents you are using.

You need to know i who wrote the document?

M what are they writing about?
M what is the purpose of the document?
M what bias might they have?

Think about each of the sources below, and write some notes about them.

r B
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Programme Two The Bruce

— Transmission date 3 October 2008

Programme content

The programme examines the life of Robert the Bruce to establish whether he merits the
title of Scottish hero. It then goes on to look at the Battle of Bannockburn and the possible
sites of the battle. Different sites are presented with evidence for and against them being
the actual site. The Declaration of Arbroath is examined as a primary source and as an
important historical document in both Scottish and world history.

Key vocabulary

Words used in the programme:
artefacts leprosy cavalry excommunicated yood plain sources

heritage chronicles schiltron topography historian

Before the programme

Recap the different types of sources that a historian may use. Remind the children of the
problems inherent in each of them.

Ask the children to suggest a variety of documents that might be used as sources by
historians in the future to pnd out about someone alive today. They might suggest things
like a passport, a utility bill, a driveris licence, a pension book, a national insurance card,
a birth certipcate, a death certipcate, a marriage certipcate and so on.

Explain to the children that they are going to watch a programme about Robert the Bruce
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6 Ask the children, working individually, to complete information on the Declaration of
Arbroath on worksheet 2. They could use the websites below for their research.

http://www.geo.ed.ac.uk/home/scotland/arbroath.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/scottishhistory/independence/features_
independence_arbroath.shtml

Ask them to copy out the following passage.

Yet if he (Bruce) should give up what he has begun, and agree
to make us or our kingdom subject to the King of England or
the English, we should exert ourselves at once to drive him
out as our enemy and a subverter of his own rights and ours,
and make some other man who was well able to defend us our
King; for, as long as but a hundred of us remain alive, never
will we on any conditions be brought under English rule. It

is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor honours that we are
fighting, but for freedom — for that alone, which no honest
man gives up but with life itself.’

This could be done on tea-stained paper to give an aged look to the paper. Children could
create their own seals and attach them to the bottom of the document.
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The Battle of Bannockburn

Why is it unlikely that the battle
was fought on the Carse?

Suggest three reasons.

1

Because there are no primary sources about the exact site of the battle, different
places have been suggested. Does it matter that we do not know the exact site?

The great debate about the site —
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Programme Three History and heritage

— Transmission date 10 October 2008

Programme content

Gavin Mitchell visits various historical sitTN ~ iw
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