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22UD9120/ PES07020024/AAA  TX: RADIO 4 14/07/23 at 14:15  

 

SCENE 1  RADIO BROADCAST - COLD OPEN 

 

FX: RADIO JINGLE 
  

WARREN: Have you suffered a horrible trauma? Is it 

affecting your day-to-day life? I’m Warren 

Cusack, CEO of ABACUS Pharmaceuticals. If 

you suffer from PTSD, you can try our new pill 

RESET, by taking part in our clinical trial, free 

of charge! Help us advance science and make 

trauma a thing of the past.  

 

FX: RADIO JINGLE 
 
  

WARREN: ABACUS: Counting ways to Improve Your Life. 

 

  SFX: MUSIC BEAT KICKS IN 

 

 ACTOR 6:  BITTER PILL by Michael Patrick & Oisín 

Kearney. EPISODE 2: Flashback.  

 

  SFX: MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bitter Pill – Ep 2 ‘Flashback’      As Broadcast Script 

2 

 

 

SCENE 2  INT. ABACUS RECEPTION ROOM  

 
FX: (MUFFLED) 
EXCITED CROWD MUMBLES 
 
 

MARY: Okay. I go in, take this pill, travel back in time 

and… try and save Carl. All while making sure 

people don’t find out I know Jackie. Are you 

ready to change the past ARLO?  

 

ARLO CARL: I am an AI assistant. My readiness is 

immaterial. 

 

  FX: DOORS OPEN, CROWD GETS 

LOUDER/ UNMUFFLED.  

 

MARY: They all have PTSD? 

  

ARLO CARL: That would be the logical assumption.  

  

  FX: MARY WALKS OVER TO THE CROWD. 

 

MARY: Hey… I’m Mary.  

 

  FX: ‘HI’/ ‘HELLO’/ ‘WELL’ s from crowd. 

 

DELIA: Hello love. I’m Delia. 

 

  FX: SLIGHT FEEDBACK FROM 

MICROPHONE. 
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WARREN:  I’ll take this one. I’m Warren, CEO. Delia, is it? 

Can I ask why you came here? 

 

DELIA: Em, well… My daughter has a wee girl, and… 

The panic attacks are so bad, I’m not able to 

look after her… The ad said the drug will cure 

me. Will it?  

 

WARREN: Yes. I promise you. We will save you. We will 

get you back, healthier and happier, to your 

daughter and your granddaughter. We will cure 

your PTSD. 

 

FX: ENTHUSIASTIC APPLAUSE. 
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JACKIE: If you stop the accident… you’d save Carl, 

you’d never develop PTSD, you’d probably 

never come to ABACUS.  

 

MARY: I’m confused.  

 

JACKIE: Let’s see your goodie bag.  
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  FX: LOTS OF BEADS CLACK TO ONE SIDE. 

 

JACKIE: The beads fall back into place. It’s all the same 

as before. However, if you take the pill… 

 

  FX: LOTS OF BEADS CLACK TO ONE SIDE. 

 

JACKIE: And you change something, then that change 

ripples through all the other beads. And when 

they fall into place… 

 

  FX: CLACK. CLACK. CLACK. 

 

JACKIE: … your mind arrives back in the new, changed, 

present.  

 

MARY:  
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JACKIE:  Remember that night. The rain.  
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FX: A TRAIN APPROACHING IN THE DISTANCE.  
 

CARL : Calm down Mary.  

 

MARY: We’re going to die!  

 

CARL: 
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 FX: CAR SLIDES. TRAIN 
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SCENE 6 INT. MARY’S ROOM IN FACILITY 

 

  ATMOS: AIR CONDITIONING SPLUTTERS 

 

 MARY: I’m so warm! Top-of-the-range 
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  FX: MARY’S BREATHING RATE 

INCREASES.  

 

ARLO CARL:  Increased pulse detected.  

 

  FX: REVERB SOUND OF TRAIN 

 

MARY: The train, the train… it’s coming -  

 

ARLO CARL:  Mary, are you alright?  

 

MARY:  The train’s going to hit us! 

 

ARLO CARL:  There is no train. 

 

MARY:  It’s going to come thr)�

MARY:
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SCENE 7 INT. VIEWING ROOM - CONTINUOUS 

 

  FX: CLICK - SUDDEN LOCATION CHANGE 

  ATMOS: 
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SCENE 9 INT. ABACUS TREATMENT ROOM 

 

  ATMOS: SPA MUSIC 

 

 MARY: Jackie.. 

 

 JACKIE: I've been up all night thinking. I think the issue 

yesterday was you weren’t prepared.  

 

  FX: KEYPAD BUTTONS PRESSED, OPENS 

A REFRIGERATED SAFE. 

 

 MARY: Jackie I just -  

 

 JACKIE: We can’t have you be overwhelmed again. We 

need a solid plan for when you get back to the 

car.  

 

 MARY: Jackie -  

 

 JACKIE: So I think, if you could get Carl to -  

 

 MARY: Jackie!  

 

 JACKIE: What?  

 

 MARY: I don’t know if I can do it.  

 

 JACKIE: Of course you can do it.  

 

 MARY:  Jackie, listen to me.  
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want to do it? And even if you do it… I’ll not… 

I’ll not -  

 

  MARY: What? You’ll not what? 

 

  (BEAT) 

 

  JACKIE: Forget it. I don’t care how hard this is for you. 

You’re going to keep taking it until we change 

what you did to Carl. 

 

 MARY: I’m not taking it again. 

 

  FX: MUSIC. 
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SCENE 10  INT. MARY’S PRIVATE ROOM 

 

FX: MARY PACKING OVERNIGHT BAG 
 

 MARY:  ARLO, get me a taxi home.  

 

 ARLO CARL: Ordering taxi.  

 
FX: KNOCK ON DOOR, DOOR OPENS.  
 
 

 EOIN: Ok, Miss McCormack.  Are you packing?  

 

 MARY: Yup.  

 

ARLO CARL: Awaiting nearby drivers.  

 

 EOIN: You can’t leave. 

 

 MARY: What are you going to do? Strap me down? 

 

ARLO CARL: Awaiting nearby drivers.  

 

 EOIN: Of course, you’re free to leave, but… you 

signed a contract. 
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 MARY: What? ARLO, is that right?  

 

 ARLO CARL: “Clause 19: In relation to incompletion of the 

trial - estimated cost, one hundred and fifty… 

thousand pounds.”  

  

 MARY: WHAT?! 

 

 EOIN: It is top-of-the-range accommodation. 

 

 MARY: I can’t pay that!  

  

 EOIN: If you leave, you could be sued. Why don’t you 

just stay and continue the trial?  

 

 MARY: I’m not taking it again. 

 

 EOIN: Why not? 

 

 MARY:  It makes things worse. Ask that woman Delia, 

she’ll tell you.  

 

 EOIN: Is it that bad?  

  

 MARY: Yes. And I’m not seeing Jackie again. She’s 

the same as she’s always been..   

 

 EOIN: Do you have a prior relationship with Dr. Hill? 

 

 MARY: Em… what? I - I don’t think so?  
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 EOIN: That’s against the ethics guidelines. Is she a 

friend? A relative? 

 

 MARY: Ummm….  

 

 EOIN: Right, if you’re not going to tell me… 

 

  FX: FOOTSTEPS. 

  FX: BLEEP AND DOOR SHUTS. 

  

 ARLO CARL: Permission to offer non-descript 

encouragement? 

 

 MARY: Denied. 
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SCENE 11  INT. FACILITY LAB 

 

FX: FAINT MUSIC PLAYS ON HEADPHONES - ‘THE 
MONSTER MASH’ by BOBBY PICKETT 

 
  FX: PILL DIPPED IN WATER. 

 
 JACKIE: (HUMMING TO SONG UNDER HER BREATH) 

 

  FX: PILL RUBBED ON TABLE SURFACE. 

 

  FX: FOOTSTEPS. 

 

 EOIN:  Jackie.  

 

 JACKIE: (HUMMING) 

 

 EOIN: Jackie. 

 

 JACKIE: (HUMMING) 

 

 EOIN: Jackie! 

 

  FX: JACKIE RIPS OFF HEADPHONES. 

MUSIC STOPS.  

 

 JACKIE: Eoin?! What do you want?  

 

 EOIN:  Listen Jackie, I have some reservations -  

 

 JACKIE About what?  
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 EOIN:  The drug. Patients are saying it’s making them 

feel worse. 

 

 JACKIE: This is what Phase One is for, to check for - 

 

 EOIN:  Paranoia? Aggression? We need to stop this.  

 

 JACKIE: We’re not stopping! 

 

 EOIN: You’re not thinking clearly, you’re obsessed - 

 

 JACKIE:  God forbid I would try and help people - that’s 

what you’re trying to do with your research, 

your drug for addicts, right? 

 

 EOIN:  You’re not listening to the patients! 

 

 JACKIE: It’s my decision. I’m not stopping the trial.  

 

 EOIN:  Well I’m going to Warren.  

 

 JACKIE: With what? It’s a trial Eoin. To try things.  

 

 EOIN: You know Mary. 

 

 JACKIE : What? She told you? 

 

 EOIN: We’re not supposed to enlist / relatives! 

 

 JACKIE: Technically, she’s not my relative. 

 

 EOIN: What is she then? 
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 JACKIE: She was engaged to my brother, but they never 

married.  

 

 EOIN: It’s still against the guidelines. I’m going to 

Warren. 

 

  FX: FOOTSTEPS 

 

 JACKIE: Eoin, wait! 

 

  DOOR SLAMS.  
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SCENE 12  INT. FACILITY CANTEEN 

 

ATMOS: LARGE CANTEEN. FOOD SERVED ON 
PLATES ON TRAYS. CLINKING OF CUTLERY. 
PEOPLE MUMBLING.  

 

  DINNER LADY:

 

 

DINNER LADY

 

 

DINNER LADYDINNER LADY 

 

 
 

:

 

:

 

:

 

:

 

 :
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 MARY: 
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 WARREN: Jackie hasn’t mentioned any of this.  

 

 EOIN:  Well I think she’s obsessed with the drug. And 

Warren, one of the participants is related to 

her! 

 

WARREN:  Related?  

 

 EOIN: Well she was engaged to her brother before 

he- 

 

 WARREN: Let’s just… keep going for now. 

 

 EOIN:  Keep going? 

 

 WARREN:  I told the participants I would help them. 

Complete Phase One as planned. Get me the 

data and I’ll go over it with the Board. 

 

 EOIN: Warren, we can’t keep going -  

  

 WARREN: Eoin… your morality is… admirable. But 

sometimes to help people, you have to make 
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SCENE 14 INT. ABACUS PHARMA OUTSIDE + INSIDE 

TREATMENT ROOM 

 

  FX: DOOR OPENS AS MARY ENTERS 

TREATMENT ROOM 

 

  ATMOS: SPA MUSIC 

 

  FX: JACKIE SETS DOWN A TRAY 
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 MARY: What? 

 

 JACKIE: I’ll die! 

 

  MARY: What do you mean? You’ll die?! 

 

 JACKIE: Well I dunno… I’ve been thinking about it and I 

think… the only explanation is… when you take 

RESET and change things, the present… 

essentially… vanishes. The pill doesn’t just 

reset 
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SCENE 15 INT. CAR - EVENING (FLASHBACK) 

 

FX: RAIN, THUNDER, WIPERS, SONG X, 
 
 
 CARL: Ah, I love this one. Turn it up. 

 

  FX: MARY BREATHES DEEP AND FAST.  

 

 MARY:      Carl? 

 

 CARL: You alright love? 

 

 MARY:  I’m back.  

 

FX: THUNDER CLAP.  
 

  CARL: It’s really coming down. I hope Jackie’s okay.  
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 MARY: Look Carl, this is going to sound crazy but 

there’s gonna be an accident! 

 

 CARL: What do you mean?  

 

  MARY: You’re going to crash into that train! 

 

 CARL: No I’m not.  

 
 

FX: A TRAIN APPROACHING IN THE DISTANCE.  
  

 MARY: There’s the train.  

 

 CARL: It’s fine. 

 

 MARY: Right. Carl? Forgive me. 

 

 CARL: For what?  

 

FX: CAR DOOR OPENS - RAIN AND WIND IS 
DEAFENING.  

 

 CARL: Mary! What are you at?!  

 

 MARY: I can’t take another chance. 

 

  FX: SEAT BELT UNBUCKLED 

 

 CARL: MARY! 
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 CARL: MARY! 

 

  FX: CARL SLAMS ON BRAKES. THE TRAIN 

PASSES LOUDLY. WE HEAR THE RAIN ON 

TARMAC. AFTER A MOMENT. CARL’S 

FOOTSTEPS APPROACH ON ROAD.  

  

 CARL: MARY! Mary? Are you alright?! Mary, are you 

alright? Mary?!  

 

  FX: WHOOSH. SOUND BRIDGE OF 

RAINFALL INTO FALLING WATER OF 

INTERIOR SHOWER. 
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 CARL Who’s ARLO? 

 

  FX: DOOR OPENS 

 

 MARY: Carl! 

 

  FX: MARY GIVES CARL A MASSIVE HUG 

 

 CARL: Ah, you’re soaking! 

 

 MARY: Sorry Carl. It’s just… so good to see you 

awake. 

 

 CARL: Dry yourself and get some clothes on before 

hugging me!  

 

 MARY: Oh, sorry.  

 

 CARL: What happened? Did you fall? 

 

 MARY: Slipped.  

 

 CARL: Are you ok? 

 

 MARY: Yeah. 

 

 CARL: Right, well, dinner’ll be ready soon.  

 

 MARY: Ok. I love you.  

 

  FX: CARL WALKS DOWNSTAIRS. 
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 MARY: I don’t know where you are ARLO, but we did 

it!  

SCENE 17 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 

 

  ATMOS: SIZZLE OF A PAN ON THE HOB. 

MARY ENTERS, DOOR OPENS SLOWLY 

 

 MARY:      Hey, ah that smells absolutely yummy! 

 

 CARL: Two seconds, just finishing this. Sit down. 

 

  FX: MARY MOVES CHAIR AND SITS AT THE 

KITCHEN TABLE. CARL PUTS FOOD ON 

PLATES AND SITS DOWN.  

 

 MARY: Hah. Veggie sausage and mash!  

 

  FX: EATING SOUNDS, CLINKING OF 

CUTLERY ON PLATES.  

 

 CARL:  I em… I rearranged the session to Tuesday. 
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