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EP212/SC1.  EXT.  CELIA’S FLAT.  DAY.  08:10 

 

CELIA 
 

[SAME STORY DAY AS EPISODE 213] 

 

[AN OLD, RUNDOWN LOOKING HOUSE CONVERTED 

INTO BEDSITS.  UNWELCOMING.   

 

ALWAYS SOMEONE ELSE’S NOISE IN THE 

BACKGROUND: A RADIO, DOORS SLAMMING.  

CONVERSATIONS AND ARGUMENTS BEHIND 

CLOSED DOORS, OR ON LANDINGS ABOVE AND 

BELOW.   

 

HIGH UP, CELIA SKILTON (40S)  LOOKS WARILY 

OUT OF HER WINDOW] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC4.  INT/EXT.  DANIEL & ZARA’S HOUSE/ZARA’S CAR.  

DAY.  08:20 

 

ZARA 

 

[ZARA IS SAT IN THE CAR.  SHE STARES STRAIGHT 

AHEAD OF HER, LOST 

 

SHE STARTS THE ENGINE AND FASTENS HER 

SEATBELT.  SOMETHING ABOUT DOING THIS STOPS 

HER IN HER TRACKS – SHE’S SUDDENLY FIGHTING 

AN OVERPOWERING WAVE OF ANXIETY.   

 

SHE’S IMMOBILISED: HER CHEST FEELS TIGHT, HER 

PALMS CLAMMY.  SHE TRIES SOME DEEP BREATHS 

BUT IT’S A STRUGGLE.   

 

SHE TRIES AGAIN – SHE GRIPS THE HANDBRAKE 

BUT FREEZES AGAIN 

 

ZARA SWITCHES OFF THE ENGINE 

 

ON ZARA TAKING MORE DEEP BREATHS, FIGHTING 

HER INNER TURMOIL] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC5.  EXT.  AL’S HOUSE/AL’S CAR.  DAY.  08:35 

 

AL 
 

[AL LEAVES FOR WORK.  HE MAKES TO GET IN HIS 

CAR THEN STOPS MIDWAY WHILST PUTTING IN HIS 

SATCHEL.   

 

HE CONSIDERS; TAKES IN HIS SURROUNDINGS AS 

HE BREATHES DEEPLY, LOOKING RELAXED.   

 

HE’LL WALK.  HE TAKES OUT HIS SATCHEL AND 

LOCKS THE CAR.   

 

ON AL, LIGHTING A ROLL-UP AND HEADING FOR 

WORK ON FOOT] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC6.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  RECEPTION.  

DAY.  08:58 

 

ZARA, KAREN, AL 
 

[ZARA ENTERS AS KAREN HAS COME TO UNLOCK 

THE DOORS.  SHE SEES A TAXI PULLING AWAY] 

 

KAREN: 

Morning – was that a taxi?   

 

ZARA: 

Yes.  (THINKS)  Car trouble.   

 

[THEY WALK TO THE DESK] 

 

KAREN: 

Thought I had another AWOL for a moment, Al’s not turned up yet –  

 

ZARA: 

(IN)  Daniel’s not in with a patient already, is he?   

 

KAREN: 

He’s on home visits this morning, already scarpered.   

 

ZARA: 

(DAMPING ANXIETY)  Oh yes, I forgot.   

 

KAREN: 

Then he’s got a meeting at the CCG all afternoon so I’m not expecting him 

back.  Going to be a ghost town at this rate – Valerie’s doing her voluntary 

stuff at the old folks home later… 

 

[ZARA ZONES OUT, ROOTED TO THE SPOT] 

 

KAREN: 

…Muggins here will have to pick up the slaee to picST
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EP212/SC8.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  STAFF ROOM.  

DAY.  09:30 

 

ZARA, MRS TEMBE, AYESHA, RUHMA, HESTON, AL 
 

[ZARA’S MAKING HERSELF A DRINK AS MRS 

TEMBE AND AYESHA ENTER FROM RECEPTION] 

 

AYESHA: 

…So I figured if we’re going straight from here to the bus, just grab a 

couple of power bars and –  

 

MRS TEMBE: 

(IN)  We will do no such thing – I have taken the liberty of preparing us 

something nutritious and easy to eat.  We shall need our energy.   

 

AYESHA: 

(HOPEFUL)  Something hot and spicy?  (MRS TEMBE NODS)  Excellent!  

I’m really glad you’re doing this with me.  We’re going to be so good.   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

There is always something fulfilling in helping others.  Good morning, 

Doctor Carmichael.   

 

ZARA: 

Morning.   

 

[HESTON AND RUHMA ENTER] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

I meant to remind you –  

 

RUHMA: 

(IN)  Sorry Ayesha, bad news.   

 

AYESHA: 

What’s up?   

 

RUHMA: 

I’ve had a call from St Phil’s – one of the midwives is sick, I’ve got to cover 

the evening shift?   

 

AYESHA: 

Brilliant.   

 

RUHMA: 

Nothing I can do about it.  I’m really disappointed.   

 

HESTON: 

There’ll be other opportunities.   
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MRS TEMBE: 

‘Now Voyager, sail thou forth to seek and find’.   

 

AL: 

That’s the one.  I’m stocking up on mum’s favourites for her stay.   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

It is wonderful – a two pots of tea and one box of tissues film.   

 

RUHMA: 

I think I’ve seen it.  When the big romantic lead lights two cigarettes and 

gives one to Bette Davis?   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

It is so romantic.  If unhealthy.   

 

HESTON: 

Everyone smoked in 1942.   

 

AYESHA: 

What for – the war effort?   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

(TO ZARA)  They do not make such films anymore.  Films to melt the 

hardest heart… 

 

[ZARA REGARDS HER, DISCONNECTED] 

 

ZARA: 

Cinderella has a nervous breakdown but gets her prince anyway.  With 

added nicotine.   

 

[THE OTHERS LOOK AT HER EH?  ZARA BEATS A 

RETREAT, WATCHED BY A CURIOUS MRS TEMBE] 

 

AL: 

(TO MRS TEMBE)  So, you have a copy?   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

No.  But if you do find one…?   

 

[ON MRS TEMBE, HOPEFUL] 
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EP212/SC10.  INT.  CELIA’S FLAT.  DAY.  09:32 

 

ROB, CELIA 
 

[CONTINUOUS.   

 

ROB – AND WE – GET AN IDEA OF CELIA’S MIND 

SET.  AS SHE TALKS SHE RUBS HER WRIST] 

 

CELIA: 

You never caught the people who stole my babies, did you.  That car’s been 
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CELIA: 
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EP212/SC11.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  PRACTICE 

MANAGER’S OFFICE.  DAY.  09:38 

 

MRS TEMBE, AYESHA 
 

[AYESHA FOLLOWS MRS TEMBE INTO THE OFFICE] 

 

AYESHA: 
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EP212/SC12.  EXT.  THE FLATS.  DAY.  09:45 

 

ROB, CELIA 

 

NSE OFFICER, NSE TENANTS 
 

[ROB LEAVES THE HOUSE WITH CELIA.  SHE’S 

FASHIONED A MAKESHIFT SLING FROM A SCARF 

TO SUPPORT HER WRIST.   

 

A COUPLE OF TENANTS STAND NEARBY, 

WATCHING AND SMOKING.  CELIA’S OBLIVIOUS TO 

THEM] 

 

ROB: 

(ASIDE, TO OFFICER)  Any luck with Mental Health Services?   

 

[OFFICER SAYS ‘NO SARGE’] 

 

ROB: 

(MUTTERS)  Flaming great.  (TO CELIA)  All set?   

 

[CELIA LOOKS AT THE POLICE CAR AND TURNS 

HER BACK] 

 

ROB: 

Something wrong?   

 

CELIA: 

It’s too much like the other car.  The baby one.  I can’t.   

 

ROB: 

Right.  (TO OFFICER)  Looks like we’re walking.  (SOTTO)  Drive behind 

us slowly, radio that we’re coming in and clear it with the Custody Sergeant.   

 

CELIA: 

I know a short cut through the woods.   

 

ROB: 

I think we’ll stick to the roads, Celia.  I wouldn’t want you tripping up.   

 

CELIA: 

(SIGHS)  Alright.   

 

ROB: 

(TO OFFICER)  Keep trying with the psych nurse: if you get lucky tell 

them we’re taking her to the station for her own safety.  (TO CELIA)  

Ready?   

 

[THEY HEAD OFF] 
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[ZARA GLANCES AT THE WINDOW AGAIN: NO SIGN 

OF ANYONE.  
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EP212/SC14.  INT.  LETHERBRIDGE POLICE STATION.  FME 

OFFICE.  DAY.  10:30 

 

ROB, CELIA, EMMA, EAMONN 
 

[ROB KNOCKS AND ENTERS] 

 

ROB: 

I’ve got Celia Skilton with me – she’s got issues with –  

 

EMMA: 

(IN, NODS)  Schizophrenia, we’ve met before.   

 

ROB: 

Celia?  (CELIA ENTERS, WARY)  Doctor Reid says you know her.   

 

EMMA: 

Hello, Celia.   

 

CELIA: 

We walked here.  I wasn’t touched inappropriately once.   
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EAMONN: 

Hello…?   

 

CELIA: 

It’s you.  Thought they’d taken you away.   

 

EAMONN: 

Only while my arm healed.   

 

EMMA: 

It doesn’t look like it has.  Should you be here?   

 

EAMONN: 

Too many cases, too few people to cope.  I had to come back to work early.   

 

EMMA: 

Never mind health and safety regs?   

 

EAMONN: 

Do I have a choice.  (OF CELIA)  Not too serious I hope?   

 

ROB: 

Just a bit of upset –  

 

CELIA: 

(IN)  They all want to have my babies but of course they can’t.   

 

EAMONN: 

I had a chat with your social worker – she says you’ve not been cooperating.   

 

CELIA: 

(HUFFS)  I’m a busy woman – I can’t climb Everest willy-nilly.   

 

EAMONN: 

Have you been taking your meds regularly?   

 

[CELIA MAKES TO SHRUG, DISRUPTING EMMA] 

 

EMMA: 

Can I just finish this and you can… 

 

EAMONN: 

Do my job?   

 

EMMA: 

That’s fine with me.   
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[ON ROB, SENSING THE ATMOSPHERE] 

 

 

CUT TO:  
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EP212/SC16.  INT.  LETHERBRIDGE POLICE STATION
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EAMONN: 

Really?  All our calls are mental health related.   

 

ROB: 
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EP212/SC17.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  STAFF ROOM.  

DAY.  10:33 

 

ZARA 
 

[ZARA ENTERS WITH HER COFFEE MUG.   

 

AS SHE RINSES IT, SHE SPOTS A MARK ON THE 

WORK SURFACE.  SHE WIPES AT IT WITH THE 

CLOTH.  IT’S STILL THERE.  SHE RUBS AT IT, 

HARDER.   

 

STILL THERE.   

 

SEARCHING BENEATH THE SINK SHE FINDS 

CLEANING SPRAY AND NUKES THE MARK, THEN 

SETS TO WITH DETERMINATION – ALL HER WEIGHT 

ON IT.   

 

ON ZARA WIDENING HER AIM, NOW CLEANING THE 

WHOLE SURFACE WITH A MANIC FERVOUR – TO NO 

SATISFACTION] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC18.  INT.  LETHERBRIDGE POLICE STATION.  

CUSTODY AREA.  DAY.  10:35 

 

ROB, EMMA, CELIA, EAMONN 
 

[ROB AND EMMA WATCH AS EAMONN PREPARES 

CELIA TO LEAVE] 

 

EAMONN: 

I’d really like you to go into hospital.  Just while we sort out your meds.   

 

CELIA: 



EPISODE 212 – EGGSHELLS – SHOOTING SCRIPT 

7
TH

 JANUARY 2018 

29 

 

ROB: 

You don’t like him?   

 

EMMA: 

We’ve clashed before.  He’s got a chip on his shoulder about GPs.   

 

ROB: 

And the police!   

 

[ON EMMA, PENSIVE] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC19.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  PRACTICE 

MANAGER’S OFFICE.  DAY.  14:00 

 

ZARA, MRS TEMBE, JIMMI 
 

[ZARA, MRS TEMBE AND JIMMI SETTLE INTO THEIR 

MEETING, WITH ZARA’S ANXIETY LEVELS 

CONTROLLING HER RESPONSES] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

So I propose that Amanda Vardalis will join the practice next week, offering 

massage therapy for a trial period.   

 

JIMMI: 

Right.  I’ll let her know.   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

I shall inform Doctor Granger.  (TO ZARA)  What do you think?   

 

[ZARA’S NOT FOCUSED] 

 

ZARA: 

(SNAPS TO)  Fine, whatever.   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

Then I shall issue a short-term contract.  Next item – Doctor Haskey is 

taking time off as his mother is visiting, so I suggest –  

 

ZARA: 

(IN)  This is straightforward admin nonsense, do you need to bother us with 

it?   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

If we are to agree on using a locum in his absence –  

 

ZARA: 

(IN)  Just deal with it!  You don’t need the partners to hold your hand.   

 

JIMMI: 

No, but we want a say in the budget.   

 

ZARA: 

What’s with giving Al time off to watch old films with his mother anyway?   

 

JIMMI: 

Bit out of line.   
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EP212/SC20.  INT.  CELIA’S FLAT.  DAY.  14:10 

 

CELIA, EAMONN 

 

[CELIA MAKES A SHOW OF SORTING CLOTHES AND 

TOILETRIES WHILE EAMONN LOOKS ROUND] 

 

CELIA: 

How long will I be gone?   

 

EAMONN: 
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CELIA: 

I can hear one now.   

 

EAMONN: 

We both know that’s… 

 

[HE TAILS OFF.  FROM SOMEWHERE NEARBY 

COMES THE FAINT NOISE OF A BABY CRYING.  

EAMONN LISTENS, STUNNED] 

 

CELIA: 

You hear it too?   

 

EAMONN: 

(INCREDULOUS)  Yes.   

 

CELIA: 

It’s here.  We’ve got to find it before its stolen like the others.   

 

[ON EAMONN: WTF?!] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC21.  INT.  THE MILL HEALTH CENTRE.  PRACTICE 

MANAGER’S OFFICE.  DAY.  14:11 

 

MRS TEMBE, ZARA, JIMMI 

 

[END OF MEETING.  ZARA SITS, SHUT INSIDE 

HERSELF.  MRS TEMBE AND JIMMI TACTFULLY DO 

NOT LOOK AT HER] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

(ON EGGSHELLS)  So we agree a locum for this week…?   

 

JIMMI: 

Let’s not jump the gun.  I think we have enough staff to cover.   

 

MRS TEMBE: 

Very well.  If there is no other business…?   

 

JIMMI: 

No I’m good.   

 

[THEY GLANCE AT ZARA] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

Then that is all.   

 

[JIMMI LEAVES.  ZARA SEEMS UNABLE] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

Was there something else, Doctor Carmichael?   

 

[ZARA GIVES A BRIEF SHAKE OF HER HEAD] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

I always feel it necessary to involve partners where there are financial 

implications for the practice.  
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ZARA: 

Yes.  An irritating start to the day and you feel you’re…  as you said.   

 

[SHE STILL DOESN’T MOVE] 

 

MRS TEMBE: 

Was there something else?   

 

[BEAT.  ZARA LOOKS LIKE SHE MIGHT BREAK – 

BUT RALLIES HERSELF AND GETS UP.   

 

ON MRS TEMBE WATCHING, CONCERNED] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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ZARA: 

Long enough to have cut the cord is the answer.  (BUILDING)  Don’t you 

feel embarrassed about running to someone every.  Five.  Minutes.   

 

SID: 

I don’t –  

 

[HE TAILS OFF.  ZARA LOOKS UNHINGED] 

 

ZARA: 

(RABID)  Everything, Doctor Vere.  Every.  Little.  Thing.  Wasting time 

over triviality.  The crawling, dreary…  insects…  of your own insecurity.  

Get away from me.   

 

[SHE LOOKS LIKE SHE’LL CRY – BUT HALTS IT BY 

THROWING AWAY HER COFFEE, MUG AND ALL, 

THEN STALKS OFF ROUND THE BUILDING.   

 

ON SID WATCHING HER: IT’S NOT A NORMAL ZARA 

TIRADE AND IT’S JARRED HIM] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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DANIEL (OOV): 

I’ll see you later.   

 

ZARA: 

Bye.   

 

[SHE ENDS THE CALL.   

 

ON ZARA, FEELING A BRIEF RESPITE/RELIEF] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC26.  INT/EXT.  STREET/DANIEL’S CAR.  DAY.  15:01 

 

DANIEL, ZARA (OOV)   
 

[INTERCUT WITH SCENE 25]   

 

[DANIEL WALKS TO HIS CAR AS HE CALLS ZARA] 

 

ZARA (OOV): 

Where are you?   

 

DANIEL: 

Hi – just leaving the meeting.  It ended early, amazingly.  Everything okay?   

 

ZARA (OOV): 

Yes, fine.  Are you coming back here?   

 

DANIEL: 

I’m not expected so I thought I’d pick up Joe, save you the journey.   

 

ZARA (OOV): 

That’s good – great idea.   

 

DANIEL: 

I thought we could treat ourselves – how about you meet us at that new 

pizza place after work, then we go see that film Joe’s been going on about?   

 

ZARA (OOV): 

I’ve actually got some admin I’ve been neglecting and it won’t wait.   

 

DANIEL: 

We wouldn’t be out that late – I’m just thinking of a treat for Joe.   

 

ZARA (OOV): 

Which you can still do – have some father/son time together.  He’d like that.   

 

DANIEL: 

Well, okay…  
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EP212/SC28.  INT/EXT.  STREET/SHOPS.  DAY.  15:04 

 

AL 

 

NSE SHOPPERS, NSE VENDORS 
 

[AL IS LADEN WITH SHOPPING BAGS – CORIANDER 

POKING OUT OF THE TOP OF ONE OF THEM.  HE 

GETS TO ANOTHER STALL, AL PERUSES THE 

BUNCHES OF FLOWERS.  
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EP212/SC29.  EXT.  THE FLATS.  DAY.  15:10 

 

ROB, EAMONN, KELLY-MARIE 

 

NSE OFFICER 
 

[ROB LISTENS TO EAMONN’S CONCERNS] 

 

ROB: 

I agree it’s a brainless thing for her to do – but can you prove she knew 

about Celia’s obsession with babies?   

 

EAMONN: 

I wouldn’t call it an obsession
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ROB: 

And then what?   

 

[ON EAMONN, LOOKING UP AT CELIA’S WINDOW, 

DESPAIRING] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC30.  INT.  CELIA’S FLAT.  DAY.  15:11 

 

CELIA, ROB (VO), EAMONN (VO)   
 

[CELIA PACKS A SAD-LOOKING BAG.  THE LAST 

ITEM: A CARTON OF SIX EGGS.  SHE HESITATES, 

THEN OPENS THEM TO CHECK THE CONTENTS] 

 

EAMONN (VO): 

I don’t know what a new-born in the house will do… 

 

ROB (VO): 

Nothing good is my guess.  For Celia, I mean.   

 

EAMONN (VO): 

We’ll have to try and find her somewhere else to live while she’s in 

hospital.  For the sake of everyone’s sanity.   

 

[ON CELIA HOLDING AN EGG TO HER EAR, 

LISTENING: LOST TO HER DELUSION] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC31.  INT.  DANIEL & ZARA’S HOUSE.  KITCHEN.  DAY.  

18:15 

 

ZARA 

 

[ZARA, ALONE.   

 

SHE’S TWITCHY, ALERT, FULL OF NERVOUS 

ENERGY, AS SHE DOWNS A LARGE GLASS OF WINE 

AND POURS ANOTHER.   

 

THE PRISON LETTER SITS ON THE TABLE, 

EXERTING A PULL ON HER.   

 

ON ZARA SNATCHING IT UP AND PACING] 

 

 

CUT TO: 
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EP212/SC32.  INT.  AL’S HOUSE.  KITCHEN/LOUNGE.   

DAY.  18:16 

 

AL 
 

[AL’S HAM-FISTEDLY PUTTING THE LILIES IN A 

VASE WHEN HIS PHONE RINGS] 

 

AL: 

Mum?  Everything okay?  Where are you?  (BEAT)  Where?!  What do you 

mean here?  The train’s not due until…  (BEAT)  They’re never early!  

They’re trains!  Okay – I’m on my way… 

 

[ON AL RUSHING OUT, HALF-ARRANGED LILIES 

FORGOTTEN] 

 

 

CUT TO: 

  




