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ERIC (CONT'D)
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(smirking)
Because I can arrange that.

Harper starts nervously fi
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THEO
I don’t care. 

GUS
You will when you’re sober.

THEO
They know we’re here.

GUS
They don’t k
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YASMIN
Quavo, Offset...and Julianna 
Margulies. 

Harper pulls a bottle of beer from the fridge and disappears 
from the room, saying: 

HARPER
They pulled names out of a hat at 
his work. Sorry if I’m 
interrupting. 

YASMIN
Interrupting what?

Yasmin and Robert stand in silence again. Robert fills the 
balloon with nitrous and starts breathing in, out. Yasmin 
enjoys watching him breathing in and out. He gets an intense 
head rush, smiles handsomely through the high. He comes 
round. She smiles and walks out into the living room. 

INT. GUS AND ROBERT’S FLAT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT
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GREG
Thatcher tried to ban it. You’re 
dancing on her grave.

Robert gets his phone out, dials a number:

ROBERT
(into phone)

Yeah...can you come for one... OK, 
two, two. Ok...I’ll text you the 
postcode. Can I
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HARPER
I...didn’t know anything was 
happening there. 

ROBERT
Why ar
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HARPER
How’s your wife coping with the 
sle
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AUBREY (OVER PHONE)
With the rate where it is? Why 
would I eat that for you? I’m no 
philanthropist. Is that all? 

HARPER 
Aubrey, I’m sure that we - 

AUBREY (OVER PHONE)
No, I’m sure. I’m willing to lay 
this ridiculous request at the feet 
of your inexperience, but if you 
push me on this, it will 
legitimately damage my relationship 
with your superiors, and then 
you’ll have a real problem. Thanks. 
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She pops one pill and finishes her coffee.

INT. PIERPOINT. FEMALE CHANGING ROOM. SHOWER - MORNING 12 12
(HARPER)

Harper showers, wearing a shower cap, allowing the water to 
hit her face. She turns the tap to COLD, winces, trying to 
wake herself up, thinking about her next move:

INT. PIERPOINT. TRADING FLOOR - A LITTLE LATER13 13
(DUNCAN, HARPER)
(ERIC, DARIA)
(GREG, GUS, RISHI, JACKIE, KENNY, TASH)

Harper, back at the desk, buzzing slightly. She pops another 
Adderall. She’s on the phone to Duncan: 

HARPER 
Duncan, client did buy 50 quid but 
is refusing to amend his end. He’s 
lying. 

DUNCAN (O.S)
Ah. OK. Let’s pull the tapes. All 
voice trading’s recorded. 

Harper lowers her voice, looking at Daria and Eric paranoid 
they are watching. 

HARPER
(panicked, whispered)

Is there another option?

DUNCAN (O.S)
No, no, he shouldn’t have run you 
over ju

dd
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She hovers her mouse over the Sell button as if she’s about 
to square up her risk position and crystallise her loss. 
Instead, she minimises the window without actually executing 
the trade and looks around as if she’s been caught red-
handed.  

DUNCAN (O.S) (CONT'D)
Is that done? What does it say? 

(off Harper’s silence)
Harper? 

Harper doing her best sunny, lying voice as Daria is now 
listening: 

H
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He stares at him, slightly spooked. Robert spots Harper on 
the walkway, vaping, stressed.

INT. PIERPOINT. FOYER - LUNCH 15 15
(HARPER, ROBERT)

Harper and Robert stand on the walkway, having to moderate 
the volume of their vo
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Harper doesn’t want to spell out an answer. 

HARPER
Mistakes are a privilege.  

ROBERT
Well the loss is still 
hypothetical. In the book? It’s 
live, right? 

HARPER
Yes. So?

Robert
It’s not crystallized. Surely it 
can still swing to the upside or 
downside?

Harper thinks on this for the moment. 

HARPER
If the NFP’s under 100k at 1:30 
this afternoon... 

ROBERT
That’s a fucking...punt.  

HARPER
There’ll be less chance of Fed rate 
hike, which is bad for the dollar. 
Sterling surges against dollar. My 
loss is totally offset. 

ROBERT
Tell Eric. You’re not thinking 
properly. Don’t our previews say 
it’s going to be a 150k beat?

HARPER
(snapping)

You don’t know what the fuck you’re 
talking about. Why don’t you stick 
to whatever it is you’re good at. 
Let me just- I’ll be fine.

Robert’s shocked by how tough she’s being. Robert lowers his 
voice:

ROBERT
If you wanna fucking talk about 
last night, talk about it. 
Otherwise let’s just put a pin in 
it.

Harper finishes her Red Bull, chucks it, walks off.

HARPER
Dude, please.

o

e

 ctt
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HARPER
Just fucking help me!

A desperation to Harper we’ve never seen before. 

DUNCAN
Don’t do that. This is a workplace. 
We’re colleagues.

Harper calms herself down.

HARPER
I’m not getting emotional. I’m 
barely four months into my career. 
I’m just asking, colleague to 
colleague.

He looks at her, sighs, desperate to get out of there: 

DUNCAN
1.30 is the absolute cut off. Then 
it becomes our managers’ problems.

He turns around, walks out. Harper’s relieved. She wipes her 
eyes, hardens. Game on. 

INT. PIERPOINT. FOYER - DAY19 19
(REDHEAD, ROBERT, YASMIN)
(VENETIA, CHRIS, SECURITY GUARD)

Yasmin and Robert are alone again watching pods of college 
kids mill around and interact. 

ROBERT
Are we cunts? I mean were we that 
cunty when we did these?

Robert watches a COLLEGE KID in very casual clothes walk in, 
push a load of free Pierpoint branded merchandise into a free 
Pierpoint tote bag and leave immediately.

YASMIN
You surely knew we picked a career 
that connoted...y’know...cunty-
ness.

ROBERT
But I didn’t think cuntishness was 
a prerequisite. 

She sips some water, smiles. 

YASMIN
I don’t need you to speak for me.

ROBERT
I wasn’t.
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YASMIN
In my experience, anyone who says 
they’re a male feminist is usually 
the villain of the piece. 

ROBERT
I’ve never made that claim. It just 
wasn’t cool. 

Th
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Before Yasmin and Robert have time to fully comprehend what’s 
happening, the redhead has aggressively pushed past the final 
pod of people. VERY QUICKLY - she reaches into her bag and 
gets out a brown package. She commentates as she films:  

REDHEAD
Lure them in young, work them to 
death! 

As she goes to throw it, Yasmin instinctively uses her ha
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ERIC
Ivor’s buying dollars. 

Harper panicked - what does that mean? 

RISHI 
Size?

ERIC
It’s fucking Ivor, man! Storb now 
too! 

Daria leans over to Harper, serene as she sips an ice coffee: 

DARIA
First move’s always wrong. 

Harper tries to process this - watches GBP/USD again. Her 
perfect spike has now reversed. It’s plummeting. She looks at 
the Trading Platform - +20k (1.3247) has become -20k (1.3213) 
in an instant, and falling -30k (1.3205), -40k (1.3197), -50k 
(1.3189). The noise drops out the room again. Duncan is 
calling - RED, RED, RED - accusingly. Harper pushes it.

DUNCAN (O.S)
Fucking punch it in. Now. 

-80k (1.3164), -90k (1.3156), -100k (1.3148).

HARPER
It’ll come back. 

-140k (1.3115).

DUNCAN (O.S)
I’m going to come over your hoot 
and broadcast this if you don’t 
execute at this level. 

-160k (1.3099). Harper hovers over the button. It pops back 
up to -150k (1.3107).

DUNCAN (OVER PHONE) (CONT'D)
I’m not joking. 

-140k (1.3115)

HARPER
Just fucking wait. 

Duncan patches into her hoot. His voice broadcasts through 
her intercom, LOUD: 

DUNCAN (O.S)
I’m not messing around. 
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HARPER
You told me to execute anywhere 
wit





Industry 104 by Mickey Down & Konrad Kay     13th September 2019 37.

INT. PIERPOINT. ANTEROOM - MOMENTS LATER 24 24
(CHRIS, ROBERT)

Robert walks in and sees Chris, the college kid, washing his 
hands. 

ROBERT
If she really meant it she’d have 
come in with a loaded gun.

Chris s
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Greg gets up to put his jacket on, sighs 
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One of those draughty school toilets that never gets warm. 
Harpe



(MORE)
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SEB (CONT'D)
Is your head cut? 

ROBERT
Nah, it’s just paint. Some confused 
kid attacked us. 

SEB
(to Yasmin)

Attacked you? Why didn’t you tell 
me?

YASMIN
It wasn’t a big deal.

SEB
Do you want a pint? 

ROBERT
No. I can get my own. Nice one.  

They both watch as Seb goes to the bar. 

ROBERT (CONT'D)
I hooked up with one of the 
students.
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Harper feels like she’s about to throw up. Eric offers her a 
cigarette. She takes it. He notices Harper’s hand shake. He 
lights their cigarettes: 

ERIC (CONT'D)
When I was a summer analyst at 
Salomon my boss looked like Newman 
from Seinfeld. But like Newman if 
he was a linebacker. He once said 
to me: “I used to think if there 
was reincarnation, I wanted to come 
back as the president or the pope 
or a .400 baseball hitter. But now 
I want to come back as the bond 
market because it
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ERIC
Profit. $200k profit. 

Harper, in shock, still shaking. He shows her Rishi’s P&L 
email. An Excel cell. 200k by her name. Black and white. How? 

ERIC (CONT'D)
I executed for you pre close. 
Nicole at Goldfinch. 

(off Harper’s shock)
Hell of a spread s



Industry 104 by Mickey Down & Konrad Kay     13th September 2019 48.

HARPER
What he say?

Eric puts the cigarette out, slightly vulnerable, and 
remembering how it felt to hear the slur: 

ERIC
“That little chink’s a born 
salesman.” 

Eric walks inside. Harper finishes her cigarette, looks up at 
the sky and the imposing building. For what feels like the 
first time in hours and hours, she breathes out. She takes 
her phone out and can’t believe what she’s looking at. A text 
reply from JD STERN. Her hands shake as she opens the message 
- “who is this?” She types back quickly - “harper”, “JD?” 
He’s typing. The agony of time as she waits for a reply. It 
comes - “This is Scott. sorry. New work phone. Brand new 
number.” Harper scrolls back up, sadly, plays the voice-note. 
She listens to her own voice say back to her: “Happy 
Birthday. Thinking of you.” 

INT. GUS AND ROBERT’S FLAT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT36 36
(GUS, ROBERT)

Gus and Robert enter the flat. Gus heads to the fridge.

GUS
Night cap?

ROBERT
Not tonight, mate.

INT. GUS AND ROBERT'S FLAT. ROBERT’S ROOM - NIGHT36A 36A
(ROBERT)

Robert enters his room, sits on the edge of his bed. With 
urgent excitement he roots in his pockets, pulling out her 
neon pink thong. He frantically sniffs it, then overcome with 
an animal lust scrambles it over his head, the gusset over 
his nose and mouth. He inhales deeply through the material, 
like he’s breathing through a gas mask. With each breath a 
sense of overwhelming triumph.

INT. PIERPOINT. GYM. CYCLE CLASS - NIGHT37 37
(HARPER, YASMIN)
(SARA, DARIA)

Rows of bikes in the Pierpoint gym, a group waiting for a 
spin class to start. We recognise a few salespeople from the 
floor in the class and Daria talking to Sara at the back. 
Harper looks like death, but with a brave face. Yasmin sits 
on the next door bike, sipping water. Yasmin turns to Harper.
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