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Pica: 
A play for voices. 

By Emilie Robson  

 

 

 

 

 

Characters 
 
KAE  Female, early teens.  (also performs all chorus lines in Blue) 
 
LIV  Female, late 30’s, Kae’s Mam.   (also performs all chorus lines in Green) 
 
PEGGY  Female, late 60’s, Kae & Liv’s neighbour. (also performs all chorus lines in Red) 
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1. INT. INTERVIEW SUITE. 

THE SOUND OF A DOOR CLOSING AND SEATS BEING TAKEN. THE CLICK OF A DICTAPHONE 
BEING RESUMED.     

1 PEGGY Shouldn’t yas be out there? Looking for a?   

2 LIV  What’s this got to do with- 

3 PEGGY She didn’t tell is where she was going- 

4 LIV  I’ve told ya- 

5 PEGGY
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1       KAE (cont)  Reunited  

         Relents.  
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1    No, not bonny no- 

2     Striking though-  

3     Aye. Striking- 

4   Striking like a blast of cold- 

5
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1       PEGGY /The fog horns at the font blasted,  
cutting through the haze like blades. 
But bar that. Nothing. Nowt. Not 
even the birds. Bar those horns. 
Nothing. 

   Endlessness.   

3. INT. INTERVIEW SUITE. 

2 LIV   Aye. I remember it 

3 PEGGY The first time I met them? 

4 LIV  I remember- 

5 PEGGY It was June.  

4.  INT. INTERVIEW SUITE & CHORUS.  

6 LIV It was June. We arrived in June. Mam died at the end of May. Slowly. Like a sink 
draining. So I’m told. I wasn’t with her ‘cause…well I chose not to be.  

Aye. It was June.  

And Peggy, she
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1     PEGGY Should keep a closer eye on her. 

2     LIV What? 

3     PEGGY Should keep a closer eye on her. 

4     LIV Aye, ya think? 

5   PEGGY Try the park. Or Marsden. Seen her down the front  

quite a lot. 

6     LIV Right. Ok. Thanks. 

7     PEGGY Found a kipping in me daisies the other day. 

8     LIV My Kae? 

9     PEGGY Aye. 
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8. CHORUS 

1     Pica. 

2    Pica aye. 

3      That’s the new one- 

4    The name of the new book- 

5       According to Liz Phipps- 

6      The new kids book- 

7     Novel- 

8      Romance- 

9     Poetry- 

10       Porno. 

11    That’s the new one- 

12       Not that I read the others- 

13      Crap I heard- 

14    Not really my thing- 

15
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9. EXT. LIVS FRONT GARDEN & CHORUS 
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1    LIV Now in. School. Ten minutes.   

     

2      And that’s when I saw Peggy coming out her house- 

3    Feet slippered, fag in hand- 

4     Looking really hacked off— 

5       Face like a bost couch- 

6     Weathered lighthouse- 

7   Ripped oot fire place-
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1    PEGGY  
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1      I seen it- 

2        Peter Andrews said- 

3    Aye.  

4     I remember it- 

 

10.  INT. INTERVIEW SUITE.  

1 PEGGY  Aye. I remember it 

2 LIV   I knocked one day, looking for-  

3 PEGGY  Kae. She doesn’t like-  
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1      Yana what I mean- 

2       People were-   

3      A little cold. 

12. INT. PEGGY’S HOUSE/MONOLOGUE.   

 

1       PEGGY A little cold that day, I remember.  

I get back to me door after popping 
to Ahmed’s and there’s the kid. The 
daisy dwelling kid who I caught 
napping in me flowerbeds.  

2    PEGGY Forgot ya key? 

3       PEGGY I ses. 

4    KAE Yeah. 

5    PEGGY Times ya mam in? 

6    KAE Dunno  

7    PEGGY Baltic eh? 

8    KAE What? 

9    PEGGY I said, it’s baltic.  

PAUSE 

10       PEGGY Nowt. 

11    PEGGY  Cold. It’s cold? 

12    KAE Yeah. 

13    PEGGY Ya wanting to come in? 

14    KAE What? 

15    PEGGY Nay use freezing ya arse off on ya doorstep when I’ve a  
perfectly good sofa that’s lonesome. 

16  

Nay 
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1       PEGGY 
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13. MONOLOGUE 

1       LIV “Sit down” they said. “Sit down” like  
I daint already kna what that 
means. We aall kna what “sit down” 
means.    

She’d left wuh the house. Thought 
she might have left it to some dog 
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15. INT. PEGGY’S HOUSE/ CHORUS 

    A PENCIL SCRIBBLING 

1 PEGGY Scribbling away when I heard the   
door again 

    THE SCRIBBLE STOPS ABRUBTLY 

2    Saw Liv knocking- 

3       Bang bang- 

4     Not aggressively-
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1      Liv looked- 

2     Furious- 

3      Tearful- 

4       Grateful- 

5     And she said- 

6        Screamed- 

7     



23 
 

1      And Liv said- 

2     “Me mam never had a bad-“ 

3       “Good-“ 

4     
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1    Had ran away- 

2     Was aalways running away- 

3       Came back- 

4      Back that day- 

5    Out of money- 

6        Asked is for- 

7    A quid- 

8      For directions- 

9            For a light- 

10       She caught the bus back home-  

11                                                            Rumours, ya hear things, yana? 

12      So they say-      

13     I didn’t see- 

14       I saw- 

15    But our Kev remembers- 

16     And then the mist- 

17       There’s was a mist, creeping in from the sea- 

18    C
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1 PEGGY It’s poetry, I guess. I- I daint really know what this has to do with- 

2 LIV  I dinna anything about it. 

3 PEGGY I dinna anything about it.  

4 LIV  She’s very private. I never asked. 

5 PEGGY Shouldn’t yas be out there? Looking for a?   

6 LIV  What’s this got to do with- 

7 PEGGY She didn’t tell is where she was going- 

8 LIV  I’ve told ya,- 

9 PEGGY She never telt is- 

10 LIV  I was at work, I- 

11 PEGGY She never said out- 

12 LIV  I couldn’t find a- 

 

20. INT. LIV’S ATTIC.         

13    

12 !EI 
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1       PEGGY Didn’t say out. Just lead is to the  
desk and pulled the chair out. 
 
So I stayed.  

 

23. INT. LIV’S ATTIC.  

2       LIV I stayed. Watching her in the attic.  
She was cradling a fledgling. Hadn’t 
realised there were birds roosting 
up there. She was humming away to 
herself, miles away. Worlds away 
even.  
 
Barely even my girl.  

3         KAE Pica 

4       LIV She whispered to herself. Or at least      
that’s what I think she was saying.  
Over and over again. 
Then I left.  

 
24. INT. INTERVIEW SUITE/ CHORUS 

5 PEGGY Then I left. I headed home. I telt ya all this 

6      Well yana what the’ 
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21      Dropped her in the Tyne- 

1       Couldn’t cope- 

2     Cope with the shame- 

3   
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1 LIV Distant. Like she’s 
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25        Did a chant- 

1       Clenched her fists- 

2      And then the boy- 

3     That Brian- 

4       Brian with the big head- 

5    She- 

6      Him- 

7       The whole class- 

8     All got nosebleeds- 

9        Aye- 

10      That’s what I heard- 

11     That’s what happened.      

27. EXT. LIV’S DOORSTEP.  

12     LIV What happened?! 

13     PEGGY Brian Bloody Morley that’s what happened. 

7

7 %



33 
 

1     PEGGY And to cover their mutual violent transgressions  
they both agreed to say they’d ran into one 
another.    
 

2     LIV Kae, down here now! 

3     PEGGY Go easy on her 

     

4   And that’s when I heard-   

5      From my doorstep- 

 

 t
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1      Hanging out with the plants- 

2     Drawing in the sand- 

3      Liz said she’d seen her lying down in the bushes- 

4     Casting spells or summit- 

5    
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1     KAE Carol was different. 

2       PEGGY She ses. 

3     PEGGY Aye. Carol was different. 

4        And again. She’s not asking.  

5     KAE Ya daint talk about a much. 

6     PEGGY Not much to say. 

7     KAE Sorry if- 

8      PEGGY Carol wasn’t always nice. Or kind. Or easy to love.  
Not always easy to talk about a fondly. 
She erm…she was very talented. Like you.And she 
was very alive. She seemed to feel things very 
intensely. And as she got older that got hard. I 
guess you’d call it wilful. But it’d call it a pain in the 
arse.   
 

9     KAE Language. 

10     PEGGY Sorry. Backside. 

11     KAE Am sorry. 

12       PEGGY Sorry. She ses. She ses she’s sorry. 
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32. INT. INTERVIEW SUITE.  

1 PEGGY She said piss off. And she stormed out. She stormed out.  

  Well, because I was embarrassed. I’d lost me rag at the lass and I shouldn’t have. 

  Well it didn’t seem relevant. And it isn’t relevant. 

2 LIV  How is that relevant? 

3 PEGGY Got nowt to do with anything. 

4 LIV  I really daint understand why ya asking is about that, that was years… 

  Where is me child? Where the hell is me child? 

5 PEGGY She’ll have gone to the park. Or the beach.  

6 LIV  She’s out there, lost or- 

7 PEGGY She’s aalways at the park. Or the beach.  

8 LIV  And ya asking me…stupid questions about- 

9 PEGGY She’ll have gone to the park 

33. EXT. THE PARK.  

10       LIV She’ll have gone to the park. She’s  
aalways at the park. If she’s not at 
Peg’s she’s at the park. Or the 
beach.  

 She’ll have gone to the park. She’ll 
be lying down in the soil like I tell a 
not to. Getting all muck in a hair and 
under a nails and that. 

 She’ll be listening to the earth. Lying 
down listening to it all. My weird, 
wiry, nature girl.  

11     LIV Kae! 

      Kayleigh! 

      Kae! 

12 What’s the point in getting a a 
phone if she’s not gunna- 

13      Karen, hi! Have ya seen Kae? 

      Ok. Nah just checking. 

      Yeah, I heard, is his face ok? 
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1       LIV This fog’s not helping. Can barely  
see three feet in front.   
Answerphone again. Looks like I’m 
gan to to the park then. I’m gunna 
ground a. I’m gunna have to ground 
a. This is getting –  

2     LIV  Liz, hi, how ya doing? 

      You seen Kae in there by any chance? 

      No? No problem. Yeah, she’s not at Pegs. 

Nah I’ll find a, thanks Liz. 

3       LIV Ridiculous. She shouldn’t be running  
about in parks. Not when it’s dark. 
Not at this time of the year. Not in 
this fog. It’s freezing. Dark and 
freezing. Wish I’d put me hat on. Liz 
Phipps was thinking that. Why 
hasn’t she got a hat on? Could see it 
in her eyes. Judgemental bitch- 

4     PEGGY No joy? 

5     LIV Peg. No. Not yet. 

6     PEGGY Tried a- 

7     LIV Like ten times, nay answer 

8     PEGGY Nay surprise. Have ya tried- 

9     LIV Screaming a name? Yep. 

10     PEGGY Would make me run a mile inaal 

11     LIV She’ll turn up- 

12       PEGGY I can smell it on a. The start. The  
start of the fear- 
 

13                                                                  PEGGY     How about we each take a side, meet back by the 
pedalo stand? 

14     LIV Nar, Peg. You get yaself home, it’s Baltic 

15     PEGGY Barely feel it through this leather 

16              LIV Peggy’s not great at eye contact.   
Think we’ve shared two minutes of 
it collectively over the months. But I 
catch a eye-  

 
17       PEGGY I had really hoped she hadn’t caught  

me eye- 
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1       LIV And I see it. 

2       PEGGY Ana she sees it
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1 LIV  It...it’s very complicated. 



42 
 

2     Never to be seen again.      

3   Should take summit round - 

4      Divn’t want to interfere- 

5     Take summit round to Liv’s- 

6      Load of hoo-ha over nowt- 

7       Mind wah own business- 

8     Lasagne or summit- 

9        I’ve made a facebook group- 

10   Holding a vigil- 

11     Started a go fund me- 

12      Organising a search- 

13       Got down on me knees and prayed- 

14    Called the local- 

15
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38.CHORUS 

1    How many days has it been? 

2     Hours more like- 

3  Fuss over nothing- 

4     At least three days now- 

5    Hadn’t made it to school- 

6       But Liv has seen a in the morning- 

7  Lifted in broad day light then- 

8      They daint kna that- 

9     Ran away I reckon- 

10   Spoke to Liz Phipps- 

11     Lying bint- 

12    Loves other people’s misery- 

13     And she was living for it- 

14   Couldn’t get enough- 

15     Selling her story to the local- 

16   National- 

17     Paper- 

18      Telling them about what she’d heard- 

19  Comings and goings 



45 
 

1    Questioning Peggy apparently- 

2      Camera crews now, the lot- 

3    Our Kev reckons he’s in the shot- 

4      Filming the coastline all poetic and that- 

5  Will keep me eyes peeled for your Kev- 

6     Liz Phipps ses she’ll get a few grand for it- 

7   But that Liz Phipps- 

8     Lying bint- 

9   Doesn’t half chat shite-    

39.MONOLOGUE 

10      PEGGY It doesn’t get any easier, yana? Ya just learn  
to dig ya heels into it and make a bed of it. 
And so, ya feel it less viscerally. It doesn’t 
live in ya blood anymore but that’s just 
‘cause it’s relocated to ya bones instead.   
And ya miss a. Ya miss a still, aye. In fact, ya 
miss a more and more ‘cause with each 
hour, that’s another hour ya never holding a 
in. That’s another hour where ya not getting 
to ask a how a day was, where she’s been, 
who she’s seen. Not that she ever really 
answered ya anyway.  

Nar I never got to bury my lass
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1      PEGGY  (cont)  And aye. I guess I didn’t have  
skeletons then. Skeletons sell papers. Liv. Liv 
has skeletons.  

 
40. CHORUS 

 

2     Ya seen the paper- 

3      Not yet- 

4    Got it this morning- 

5      About Liv- 

6       When she was younger- 

7     The house- 

8       The fire- 

9    The arson-
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1     Well rounded- 

2      Normal- 

3     And that explains the kid eh- 

4       Apple doesn’t fall far from the tree- 

5      Runs in the family- 

6     Probably just ran away- 

7    To get away from her- 

8     And meanwhile she lets Peggy- 

9       Poor bloody 
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44. MONOLOGUE /CHORUS 

1        PEGGY North and South accept  

2      They’re bound by Tyne 

3       
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1     Called on Liv first- 

2       Out of nowhere- 

3     Anonymous tip off- 

4      Load of shite- 

5    Scaled the fence apparently- 

6        Bust down the gate- 

7       Just Peggy- 

8     Liv and Peggy- 

9       And found the lass- 

10     Kayleigh- 

11      Kae- 

12     In a disused tank- 

13       On top of a tank- 
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1    In the chemicals- 

2       She was there the whole time- 

3      Murdered- 

4       Then stashed- 

5     Not even a mile away- 

6      Under wah noses- 

7    For all those years- 

8      
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1     Like she was pulled- 
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1     KAE It’s really good Peg.  

2     PEGGY Needs a tweak here and there. 

3     KAE Can I read the rest? 

4     PEGGY  It’s not quite finished yet.  

5     KAE When do ya kna? 

6     PEGGY Kna what? 

7     KAE When do ya kna that it’s finished?  

8     PEGGY When the publisher stops granting ya extensions. 

9     KAE Really though? 

10 PEGGY Hard to explain. Ya could always improve, cut that  
bit, edit that out
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1       PEGGY She said.  

She started sketching, drawing magpies 
over and over and over. It was like a switch 
had flipped in her and she was compelled to 
dee it. They were very good. Too good. They 
frightened me.  

2      “Pica pica” 

3         She said. 

4      “That’s the latin name for them, isn’t that funny?” 

5      Aye me darling. I guess it is. 

6    
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