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PRE TITLES

EXT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE, LONDON. UNDERPASS - DAY 23. 4:23PM.1 1

A bright March day. COSTELLO walks through a foggy brutalist 
tunnel. She’s as cold as Le Corbusier, as cocky as a cowboy 
returning to settle scores - in fact, that’s exactly what she 
is. She’s finally back in the manor, and she’s here to avenge 
every fucking ghost that comes her way.   

EXT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE, LONDON. AFTERNOON. DAY 23. 4:25PM.2 2

COSTELLO walks into a row of 1970’s council terraces with 
shit plastic windows and gnome filled front gardens. She 
stops abruptly. Stares at her childhood home. The sound of a 
vacuum cleaner behind the door. 

It looks exactly how she remembers - clean and cold and 
characterless. Everything you’d want to run away from. She 
knows she’s going to have to face what’s inside. She can do 
this. 

She holds down the doorbell - hard. She’s not messing about. 
The vacuum stops. The door opens. It’s a man in his 60’s, 
shaved head, tight Millwall shirt, football firm tan. He 
stares at her with his jaw slack with astonishment.  This is 
BERNARD.

BERNARD
(confused) Lisa? Lisa. 

COSTELLO
(cold) Dad.

He looks at her, tenderly, surprised, pained, then happy. He 
grabs her, holds tight. 

BERNARD
Lisa. My Lisa.   

A mini weep from Bernard. He’s never going to let her go.   

CUT TO: 

TITLES - EPISODE 5. EMOTIONAL ERECTION.

INT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE HOUSE, HALLWAY - DAY 23. 4:27PM.3 3

BERNARD welcomes COSTELLO into the house. Awkward. Glad to 
see her but unsure what to say, it’s been so long...
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BERNARD
(shouting upstairs, excited) Donna! 
Donna! (to COSTELLO) Your mum only 
just got in the bath. 

He points to her coat, she takes it off, hangs it on the 
bannister. 

BERNARD (CONT’D)
Shoes off. You know what she’s 
like.

COSTELLO takes her shoes off. 

COSTELLO
You look good dad. 

BERNARD
Course I do, I’m bloody gorgeous! 
You look older. 

COSTELLO
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INT. BRUTON HOUSE, SELBY'S BEDROOM - DAY 23. 4:30PM.5 5

SELBY has just woken up. He’s wearing his Liberty dressing 
gown.

Note: We must never see SELBY’s flesh. Naked isn’t cool. 

He has a bottle of Japanese Whiskey next to his bed -  almost 
empty. He feels sick. He checks his phone, he’s called 
COSTELLO over 60 times and she hasn’t picked up. He’s called 
GLORIA over 20 times - she hasn’t picked up either. He 
notices his Willie Wanka Pro MK II Fantasy Machine with large 
plastic cock is still pumping into the air. He is briefly 
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BERNARD places the tea onto coasters on a side table. 

COSTELLO
Ohh, still doing bath bombs. 

A beat. A big angry face presses up against the window. It’s 
her brother JOHN, 30’s, Millwall shirt, shouting at COSTELLO, 
but unheard through the triple glazing. 

BERNARD
That’ll be John.

COSTELLO turns around to see. 

COSTELLO
Well, the gang’s all here. 

A key goes into the front door, JOHN’s coming in. BERNARD 
hurries to the door to greet JOHN and calm him down. COSTELLO 
listens - 

JOHN (O.S.)
Let me see her.  

BERNARD (O.S.)
Calm down, don’t come in here all 
hot. 

JOHN walks in, BERNARD behind. COSTELLO turns, smiling.

COSTELLO
(antagonistic) Alright bruv?  

JOHN doesn’t recognise her at all. 

JOHN
(to BERNARD, exasperated) I mean 
Dad, that ain’t even Lisa.

JOHN sits down, staring at COSTELLO suspiciously. 

INT. FUNERAL PARLOUR, PREP ROOM BATHROOM - DAY 23. 5:15PM.8 8

GLORIA is finishing up pissing on a stick, a pregnancy test 
packet rests on the sink.

DUKE (O.S.)
Gloria. We’ve got bodies piling up 
out here!

She closes her eyes so not to see the pregnancy test result, 
sticks the test and packaging into her pocket.
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(MORE)
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DUKE
There comes a time when you have to 
take responsibility for yourself no 
matter what horrors have come 
before. 

DUKE goes back inside. GLORIA goes to help IRIS wash the car.   

GLORIA
OK you, I need a favour. 

GLORIA reaches into her pocket, screws her eyes shut, fishes 
out the pregnancy test. She passes it to IRIS, who takes it, 
confused. 

GLORIA (CONT’D)
(eyes still shut) What does it say?

IRIS shrugs. 

GLORIA (CONT’D)
(opening one eye) Is it one line or 
two?  No, no, don’t tell me. 

IRIS goes to tell her - 

GLORIA (CONT’D)
(shutting her eyes) Don’t tell me. 
No, go on, I need to know, tell me, 
how many lines?

IRIS
Two. 

GLORIA opens her eyes wide, picks up the bucket of water, 
throws it over the car.

GLORIA
Fuck. 

IRIS laughs. All the adults in her life are bonkers. 

INT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - DAY 23. 5:26PM.10 10

COSTELLO, BERNARD and JOHN are sat drinking tea.  

JOHN



JOHN (CONT’D)
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JOHN
(to COSTELLO) I don’t speak French! 
OK, yeah, OK, so you’re Lisa, with 
your big words and your French.

JOHN stands up, paces the room. 

JOHN (CONT’D)
(to BERNARD) Dad, can I hit her? 
Can I hit her?

BERNARD
No John, you can’t.

JOHN
(to COSTELLO) Where have you been 
the last 15 years? (then) I’ll 
never forgive you for what you did 
to my mum. 

BERNARD
Yeah, that was out of order, in a 
way.

BERNARD’s look is pained, he’s angry with what COSTELLO put 
the family through but somewhere in his subconscious, he 
believes COSTELLO was right to do what she did. 

JOHN
Out of order? Nearly killed her.

At the top of the stairs stands a dramatic woman (60’s), pink 
robe, hair backcombed big. This is DONNA, Costello’s mum. 

DONNA
(gliding down the stairs) But she 
didn’t kill me, did she?! And I 
don’t hold a grudge, not to one of 
my own. 

JOHN
(to COSTELLO) Here she is, star of 
the show. Hello mum.

DONNA
(to COSTELLO, sympathetic) All that 
fuss you made was embarrassing, but 
everyone around here understands. 
You weren’t a well little girl. 

COSTELLO
(cold, firm) Mum.

DONNA grabs COSTELLO for a hug. 
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DONNA
Welcome back to the family, Lisa. 
You sticking around, then?  

BERNARD
C’mon, you owe her that, been 15 
years. Not like you got anyone to 
rush home to. 

COSTELLO nods - “yeah”. 

DONNA
My girl’s home.  

COSTELLO’s steely look returns, ready to take DONNA down.  

INT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE HOUSE, COSTELLO’S CHILDHOOD BEDROOM - 10A 10A
NIGHT 23. 10PM.

COSTELLO paces the room. She looks under the window sill at 
handwritten words in marker pen - ‘LISA WOZ ERE 30/05/99’. 
It’s the only trace of her past life in the box room.  The 
room has a single bed and is now used for storage/spare 
bed/free weights and an exercise bike, and has been a dumping 
ground for some time. She clears a space on the bed and sits 
down.

Her door opens, DONNA stands there in a sexy slip, full make-
up. She knew COSTELLO would be too wound up to sleep. 

DONNA
(knowing) Knew you’d be awake, 
Lisa.    

Note: DONNA may have the air and execution a Tennessee 
Williams character but she never has to amplify her cruelty 
in order to rile COSTELLO. Her cutting is subtle, calm.  

COSTELLO remains still. 

DONNA (CONT’D)
Or should I say Costello?

DONNA sits next to her, strokes COSTELLO’s hair. 

DONNA (CONT’D)
It was hard living round here after 
what you did.

COSTELLO turns to looks at her, strong, she has to show DONNA 
she’s not scared of her anymore. 
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(MORE)
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DONNA (CONT’D)
Everyone judging me. 

(MORE)
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DONNA (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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Then I read that interview you did 
in the paper, about how you’re a 
“brave little sex worker!”

DONNA moves her hand from COSTELLO’s hair down to her face.

DONNA (CONT’D)
Recognised you straight away, and 
my maternal instinct kicked in.

This melts COSTELLO, she’s not used to feeling loved, and it 
confuses her. She’s here to avenge.  

DONNA (CONT’D)
So, I tracked you down. Found you 
at your peep show.  

COSTELLO
(feeling loved) You came looking 
for me? 

DONNA’s hand moves from COSTELLO’s face, down to her 
shoulder.

DONNA
(sad) All those men watching you, 
getting hard for you, cumming for 
you. And you know what I felt? 

DONNA places her hand on COSTELLO’s breast. It’s sexual. 

DONNA (CONT’D)
Pride. 

COSTELLO smiles at DONNA who continues moving her hands down 
COSTELLO’s stomach, to the top of her thigh...

DONNA (CONT’D)
(whispers in ear, sexy, 
threatening) You can change your 
name, try and reinvent yourself, 
but you’ll always be connected to 
me. Don’t you EVER forget that. 

DONNA’s hand get’s to COSTELLO’s pussy, COSTELLO pushes it 
away. She’s getting angry, but she’s getting what she came 
for -  

DONNA (CONT’D)
(laughs) You always did think you 
were better than us, didn’t you? 

DONNA (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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DONNA (CONT’D)
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Going off to university, reading 
books, working at Waitrose.  

COSTELLO
Yeah, I do think I’m better than 
you, because you’re a nonce, mum.   

DONNA takes a moment to look at her daughter, pained.

DONNA
Oh darling. That what you came here 
to tell me, was it? 

COSTELLO
(holding ground) Something like 
that. 

DONNA stands up, hovers over her.  

DONNA
OK Lisa. Sure. I know what I am. 
And you know what I am. But no one 
else does. 

DONNA turns to leave.  

DONNA (CONT’D)
Why don’t you bring your daughter 
next time?

She looks back at COSTELLO who shoots her a disgusted look.

DONNA (CONT’D)
You got what you came for. Now fuck 
off. 

DONNA quietly closes the door behind her. COSTELLO has got 
what she wanted so she can leave. 

INT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE HOUSE, UPSTAIRS LANDING - NIGHT 23. 10B 10B
10:05PM. 

COSTELLO leaves in the darkness. As she heads downstairs she 
can hear the start of sex between DONNA and BERNARD; the bed 
bouncing, the groans. DONNA is performing for COSTELLO. 

INT. THAMESMEAD ESTATE HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 23. 10C 10C
10:06PM.

With the sex sounds getting louder upstairs, COSTELLO 
switches on the light, takes one last look at her childhood 
home. 

DONNA (CONT’D)
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She stands on the spot that she and JOHN discussed earlier.  
She instinctively pulls down her knickers, squats on the 
floor and takes a triumphant piss on the carpet to the sound 
of her parents fucking. She wipes her vagina on the curtain, 
pulls up her knickers. Leaves. Slamming the front door hard 
behind her.   

SCENE OMITTED11 11

Scene 11 has been moved to Scene 5A.

SCENE OMITTED12 12

Scene 12 has been reworked into three new scenes, 10A, 10B 
and 10C.

EXT. BRUTON HOUSE, GARDEN - DAY 24. 6AM.13 13



RAIN DOGS   Episode Five   BUFF REVISIONS   24/05/22   14.

ALLEGRA (CONT’D)
So I brought your father to cheer 
you up. 

SELBY
Yet another person who went to 
great extremes to get away from me! 

ALLEGRA
Oh, don’t take it personally. 
Attempting suicide was his hobby. 

SELBY picks up the urn.  

SELBY
You’ve wanted him out of the house 
for a long time.

ALLEGRA
He’s your problem now.

SELBY opens the urn, throws the ashes into the pool. They 
watch the ashes seep into the water. SELBY flicks his fag in 
the urn.

ALLEGRA (CONT’D)
(calm) Look what you’ve done, now 
the poor man’s drowned twice! 

SELBY
And he’s clogged up the filter. 

ALLEGRA
Causes nothing but problems that 
man, alive or dead.

ALLEGRA looks at SELBY tenderly. 

SELBY
Can’t that be said for all of us?

SELBY jumps in the pool, tracksuit on, for a swim with his 
Dad. ALLEGRA watches on - she realises her son needs help.    

INT. FUNERAL PARLOUR. RECEPTION. - DAY 24. 9:30AM.14 14

IRIS is on her iPad making a Tik Tok (headphones on) while 
COSTELLO and GLORIA sit drinking tea. COSTELLO is ecstatic, 
riding the wave of facing her demons.  

COSTELLO
I made her admit it. The fucking 
sicko.  
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COSTELLO
(elation) I can do anything now! 
Nothing scares me.  I’m gonna leave 
Selby. 

GLORIA
Swear you’ve been saying that since 
the day you met.  

COSTELLO
No, I’m going. I got us a place in 
a refuge.   

COSTELLO looks over at IRIS, she’s doing all this for her.

COSTELLO (CONT’D)
She can’t grow up in our madness. 
Even he knows that. 

GLORIA slides a pregnancy test towards COSTELLO. 

GLORIA
You ain’t the only one with big 
news today - 

COSTELLO checks out the test, she’s surprised, it’s a strong 
positive. 

COSTELLO
So, what service do you require of 
me? Congratulations! Or - don’t 
worry, we’ll get rid of it?  

GLORIA
Y’know, there was this moment after 
I’d taken the test where I was both 
pregnant but not pregnant, and I’d 
never felt happier. 

COSTELLO
Schrödinger’s pregnancy. Can’t 
believe Paul still banged you after 
what you and Selby did to him. 

GLORIA
Fit, ain’t I? And he needs me. 

COSTELLO picks up the pregnancy test. 

COSTELLO
So you keeping it?

GLORIA shrugs, takes the test, puts it back in her pocket. 
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SCENE OMITTED15 15

EXT. BRUTON HOUSE, DRIVEWAY - DAY 24. 2PM.16 16

COSTELLO and IRIS walk up the drive, knowing this will be 
their last time here. IRIS knows she’s about to lose it all.

IRIS
We’re gonna be poor again, aren’t 
we? 

COSTELLO
Yes.

IRIS
I like being rich. 

COSTELLO
I know. 

COSTELLO takes her door keys out of her bag. 

IRIS
But things have been mad, haven’t 
they?

COSTELLO nods - “yes, sorry.” COSTELLO notices ALLEGRA’s car 
in the driveway, she’s pleased ALLEGRA came.

IRIS (CONT’D)
Who’s car’s that? 

COSTELLO
Allegra’s. 

IRIS
Will I get to meet her? 
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COSTELLO shrugs - “maybe”. 

IRIS (CONT’D)
Will I ever see Selby again, after 
today? 

COSTELLO looks lovingly at IRIS, she wants to be honest. 

COSTELLO
I really don’t know. 

As they get to door, ALLEGRA opens it. Territorial. IRIS 
smiles up at ALLEGRA but she doesn’t want her around. 

COSTELLO
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COSTELLO
(strong) Here’s a chance for you to 
love him, don’t blow it. 
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COSTELLO goes upstairs. ALLEGRA can’t believe COSTELLO spoke 
to her in such a way - but the words have stung somehow. 
ALLEGRA looks at IRIS’ picture. It’s very sweet. She shuts 
the front door.  

SCENE OMITTED17 17

Scene 17 has been reworked into Scene 16.

SCENE OMITTED18 18

Scene 18 has been reworked into Scene 16.

INT. BRUTON HOUSE, COSTELLO’S BEDROOM - DAY 24. 2:07PM.19 19

COSTELLO is looking for her things but the cupboards are 
empty. SELBY comes in with the full bin liners, he dumps them 
down at her feet.   

COSTELLO
We arrived with our lives in bin 
bags, and now we must leave with 
them. 

SELBY tips the contents of the bin bags to the floor. She 
starts to repack. But every time she packs something, he 
removes it from the bin bag. 

COSTELLO (CONT’D)
(soft) Don’t do anything silly. 
Iris is downstairs.  
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ALLEGRA (CONT’D)
Relax. Important people are 
relaxed.  

IRIS alters her position slightly. 

ALLEGRA (CONT’D)
Better. 

IRIS takes aim at the target.  

ALLEGRA (CONT’D)
Never grip hard. Looks desperate. 
Strong, relaxed, detached. Focus. 
And release. 

IRIS shoots. The arrow flies someway off the target. IRIS 
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INT. BRUTON HOUSE, COSTELLO’S BEDROOM - DAY 24. 2:25PM.21 21

SELBY and COSTELLO sit on the bed, smashed laptop between 
them. The black cloud has passed but they know it’s goodbye. 

COSTELLO
Went to see my mum.   

SELBY
Without me? Why? I could’ve been 
there to protect you. I’ve always 
protected you.  

COSTELLO
I don’t need saving, Selby. 

SELBY
Yes, you do. 

COSTELLO
No. I went and saw her on my own. 
Told her I knew what she did.

COSTELLO starts crying like she never has before. 

COSTELLO (CONT’D)
I’ve spent my whole life being 
called a liar Selby, but I wasn’t 
lying. 

He holds her tight. 

SELBY
I know. I’ve always believed you. 

He kisses her lovingly on the lips, long. 

COSTELLO
I’m not like her, am I?

SELBY
You’re nothing like her. 

They cling onto each other. COSTELLO sobs. 

SELBY (CONT’D)
(cries) I don’t know how I’ll live 
without you both. 
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COSTELLO and IRIS pick up their bin bags - it’s their ride. A 
prim woman in her 40’s is behind the wheel, this is SERENA. 
She winds down the window.   

SERENA
Costello, I’m Serena, we spoke 
earlier. (to IRIS) And you must be 
Iris? Come on, let’s get you home.  
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IRIS looks at SERENA suspiciously. SERENA doesn’t have the 
type of home she wants, and she’s desperate to talk about 
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Statues, prayers pinned to the wall, a Bible always within 
reach. SERENA checks them in, ticking off stuff on a 
clipboard. There is loud, unbearable drilling coming from 
next door.   

SERENA
No visitors. No contact with your 
abuser. No contact with men 
whatsoever. No alcohol. No illegal 
drugs. No work. Sign here. 

SERENA passes the clipboard and pen to COSTELLO to sign. 

COSTELLO
No work? 

SERENA
All residents must qualify for full 
housing benefit. No work or you’ll 
have to leave.   

COSTELLO signs the forms. IRIS looks around the place - 
shithole.  

SERENA (CONT’D)
The council pay your rent directly 
to us, you can claim Jobseekers 
allowance.  

COSTELLO hands the forms back. 

SERENA (CONT’D)
The only work we do here is God’s.

JADE, a skinny woman in her 30’s walks in.  

JADE
(to SERENA, pointing next door) May 
the Heavenly Father stop this 
noise, so we can heal, Serena.

The noise is taking it’s toll on SERENA and all the women. 

SERENA
The Lord gives his toughest battles 
to his strongest soldiers. (then) 
Jade, meet Costello and Iris, our 
Holy Father has just chosen you to 
deliver them to their room.   



RAIN DOGS   Episode Five   BUFF REVISIONS   24/05/22   26.

SERENA (CONT’D)
(to IRIS) If you’re good, there’s 
more where these came from. 

IRIS smiles - “thanks”

IRIS
(to COSTELLO) What do the bad kids 
get? 

 SERENA hands JADE a key - 

SERENA
(to COSTELLO) We meet at 7am for 
communal prayer. Attendance is 
mandatory.   
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JADE (CONT’D)
Word of advice - Jesus is always 
watching, like a little peeper, so 
don’t do anything I wouldn’t do. 

COSTELLO shuts the door.   

INT. REFUGE, COSTELLO’S BEDROOM - DAY 24. 6:48PM.25 25

A bunk bed, sink, chest of drawers, small wardrobe, a desk 
and chair. 

IRIS
(sad) A bunk bed. (sarcastic) 
Great.  

COSTELLO smiles at IRIS over the drilling. But COSTELLO spots 
something horrific and triggering and totally vile on the 
wall - 

COSTELLO
(trying to make IRIS laugh) Give me 
a break. As if we haven’t suffered 
enough today. Now this. 

We see above the desk - a ‘Live, Laugh, Love’ poster. 
COSTELLO takes it off the wall, hides it under the bed. IRIS 
laughs to please COSTELLO but isn’t feeling it. .   

COSTELLO (CONT’D)
What do you think of it here? 

IRIS
Well, it sure ain’t Disneyland. 

COSTELLO agrees. 

INT. PRIVATE HOSPITAL, PSYCH WARD. SELBY’S ROOM. - DAY 24. 26 26
7PM.

SELBY lays in the bed. ALLEGRA stands next to him, she’s not 
hanging about. She unpacks a small case she’d packed for him.   

ALLEGRA
Now, this is all being covered by 
your allowance. And it doesn’t go 
far, so it’s not the smartest of 
places. 

SELBY is resigned to being here, he knows he needs help. 
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SELBY
(drained) At least they’ll take 
care of me.  

ALLEGRA looks around, it looks pretty crappy, she doesn’t 
really think anyone could possibly get well here.  

SELBY (CONT’D)
How long do you plan on keeping me 
here? 

ALLEGRA
Until they declare you un-insane. 

SELBY
Oh goody.    
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Opens the pad to the first empty page, poises her pen, 
nothing comes, but she knows it will. 

COSTELLO
(to herself) A room of one’s own! 

Loud talking and squealing from the hallway. Excitement fills 
the air. COSTELLO holds onto her notepad as she goes to check 
out what’s going on. 

INT. REFUGE, HALLWAY - NIGHT 24. 10:05PM. 28 28

The door to the bedroom next to Costello’s is open. 3 women -  
let’s call them SAM, LAILA and GABI - listen to JADE talk 
about the woman who used to live in the now empty room. 

JADE
She went back to her husband. (to 
COSTELLO) You know he locked her in 
a basement for 3 months, don’t 
you?! 

COSTELLO - “no”.

JADE (CONT’D)
OK ladies, I’m opening a book, I’m 
taking bets.

The women laugh, COSTELLO watches from her doorway. 

JADE (CONT’D)
2 to 1 he keeps her hostage again. 
3 to 1 he kills her. 4 to 1 she 
kills him. 7 to 1 she’s back here 
within the week.

SAM will take that bet. She hands over a fiver. 

JADE (CONT’D)
8 to 1 it’s with a black eye, any 
eye. (laughing) 100 to 1 she leaves 
him and goes on to have a very 
happy, healthy, productive life!   

COSTELLO
Would you mind keeping it down? My 
daughter’s had a rough day. 

The women roll their eyes about COSTELLO, but JADE lowers her 
voice - 
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JADE
(to the 3 women) One thing’s for 
certain I’m having her old bedroom 
and if anyone stands in my way, I 
will roll them down.

COSTELLO goes back to her room. It’s insane here. 
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INT. REFUGE, COSTELLO’S BEDROOM - NIGHT 24. 10:06PM. 29 29

COSTELLO checks IRIS, sleeping soundly through the noise. She 
misses SELBY more than anything. She makes a call -  

COSTELLO
(on phone) Hello. Yeah, I’m calling 
about a patient who was admitted 
this afternoon... Florian Selby. 
Yeah, I’m family. Can I check he’s 
alright?... My name? It’s Costello 
Jones... What do you mean I’m not 
on the list, I’m family. Look, I 
just need to get a message to him. 
OK, OK, family only...I get it. 

She hangs up. She watches IRIS sleep. Her only family. She’s 
frightened. 

CUT TO BLACK.
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