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INT. TRAIN/EXT. EMBANKMENT. NIGHT.(FLASHBACK)7/2 7/2

DIANA slowly opens her eyes. 

A woman (ROSA CHRISTIE, early 30s) is looking down at her
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INT. MORTUARY. LEO’S OFFICE. NIGHT 17/6 7/6

As before.

DIA
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EXT. RAILWAY EMBANKMENT. NIGHT. (FLASHBACK)7/7 7/7
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INT. MORTUARY. LEO’S OFFICE. NIGHT 17/8 7/8

As before.

DIANA
-there was a soldier- Sergeant 
Bradley...He led Rosa away from the



CONTINUED:7/8 7/8
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JOE
Nobody’s been charged, William.

DIANA
If we’re to pursue a civil action 
we need fresh evidence.

HARRY
(With a look to LEO)

I don’t see how we can help.

LEO’s had a thought.

LEO
(To DIANA)

In your letter, you mentioned an 
unidentified body.

DIANA
Body Twenty One. Yes. Sadly, 
despite police efforts, no-one has 
come forward to claim him. 

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/8 7/8
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INT. MORTUARY. CUTTING ROOM. DAY 27/8a 7/8a

A drawer with the label ‘BODY 21’ on it. A TECHNICIANS’S 
gloved hand grabs the handle and pulls; the sound is loud and 
punchy. A body, inside a body bag, lies inside.

CUT TO:
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INT. MORTUARY. LEO’S OFFICE. NIGHT 1.7/8b 7/8b

As before. LEO takes in HARRY and NIKKI.

LEO
The survivors group could ask us to 
independently help find a name for 
Body Twenty One.

HARRY
Yes, but that would, by necessity, 
involve investigating the train 
crash.

Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   11.



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   12.

LEO
Perhaps. But that shouldn’t prevent 
them from asking us.

HARRY’s not convinced this is a good idea. LEO looks to 
NIKKI.

NIKKI
I remember watching the crash 
unfold on television- and the 
photos in the papers and how the 
whole country seemed to be effected 
by it- 

(She was clearly moved by 
that)

How do you die in such a high 
profile disaster and no-one come 
forward?

CUT TO:
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INT. MORTUARY. GALLERY. DAY 27/10 7/10

As NIKKI leads DIAN
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INT. 
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DIANA, JOE and WILLIAM nervously watching from th
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THOMAS (cont’d)
(Reassuring her)
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INT. MORTUARY. CUTTING ROOM. DAY 27/21 7/21

The TECHNICIAN hands HARRY a plastic envelope containing...

HARRY
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EXT. RAILWAY CROSSING. DAY 27/22 7/22

SERGEANT BRADLEY and LEO have
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INT. MORTUARY. CUTTING ROOM/GAL
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INT. MORTUARY. GALLERY/CUTTING ROOM. DAY 27/25 7/25

JOE
Why do that?

NIKKI
It might give us some idea of whe
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INT. MOR
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INT. MORTUARY. CORRIDOR/OFFICES/LOBBY. DAY 27/31 7/31

HARRY is seeing out JOE, DIANA and WILLIAM. FREE
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HARRY
Um. Yes. I’ll mention it to 
Professor Dalton.

They have reached the main entrance.

WILLIAM
Tell him it’s an opportunity to see 
what it’s rea
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SCENE CUT7/32 7/32

CUT TO:
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INT. NHS HOSPITAL. ROOM. DAY 2 (WAS SCENE 7/23)7/32a 7/32a

Despite the discomfort to the back of her 
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ROSA picks up a picture her six year old son, LUKE, drew- 
it's of her- a mixture of big squiggles and wild 
approximations.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/32a 7/32a
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INT. MORTUARY. SCIENCE ROOM. DAY 2

NIKKI is using callipers and rulers to get exact measurement 
of



CONTINUED:
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NIKKI
We know he was thrown about with 
some force. Part of the seating 
could have embedded itself into his 
chest.

NIKKI looks down at BODY 21.

NIKKI



(CONTINUED)
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ROSA
(Quietly to THOMAS)

Can we go inside, please?

LUKE
Look what I've got.

ROSA gets down to look at LUKE who’s holding an action toy. 
She struggles to focus.
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INT. ROSA AND THOMAS’S HOUSE. A
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INT. MORTUARY. LEO’S OFFICE. 
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SCENE CUT7/38 7/38

CUT TO:
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He gets up to go.

KATIE
You know you forgot Dad’s birthday?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
I’ve bee
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SCENE CUT7/40 7/40

CUT TO:
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SCENE CUT7/41 7/41

CUT TO:
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INT. WAREHOUSE. DAY 27/42 7/42

In the gloom, a crane lifts the crushed Landrover. 
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INT. WAREHOUSE. NEW DAY 37/44 7/44

A vast warehouse. The train carriage turns in space. It’s an 
extraordinary sight. Vast, majestic, eerie. 

The burnt out carriage has no glass in the windows, the roof 
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EXT. ARMY BASE. WILTSHIRE’S HOU
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INT. WILTSHIRE HOUSE. KITCHEN. DAY 37/46 7/46

KATIE an

.
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KATIE
(Shocked)

You mean leave the army?

He opens the front door.

MAJOR WILTSHIRE
Why not, Medical Administrators 
must be wanted all over the county- 
all over the world.

He kisses her on the cheek and walks towards his car. KATIE 
watches him go, she’s clearly worried.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/46 7/46
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EXT. WAREHOUSE. DAY 37/47 7/47

HARRY and NIKKI have just arrived in HARRY’s car. 

FREEMAN is there to meet them, NIKKI has handed him the photo 
of BODY 
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INT. WAREHOUSE. DAY 37/48 7/48

The doors to the huge warehouse open. NIKKI and HAR



(CONTINUED)
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FREEMAN
The youngest lad. Must have got 
thrown further down.

HARRY
(Looking at the ceiling)

Hopefully we can work out where 
everyone was sitting before the 
crash.

They take in the carriage once more.

NIKKI
I’m amazed anyone got out of her 
alive.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/49 7/49
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He puts the flowers in the hallway. He hands her a form and 
pen. 

DELIVERY MAN (cont’d)
(Louder than he need be)

Can you sign your name?

ROSA
No. I can’t. Sorry.

DELIVERY MAN
No problem. 

After a beat and a smile, he goes. THOMAS can be seen 
arriving in his car.

ROSA looks at the flowers. Tries to open the envelope. Can’t.

THOMAS walks in.

THOMAS
Rosa?

ROSA
Some flowers.

THOMAS
What’s wrong?

She shakes her head. She doesn’t want to talk about it.

THOMAS (cont’d)
Did he say something to you?

ROSA
No. He just- looked at me and- 

She stops.

ROSA (cont’d)
I can’t cry.

THOMAS
I know, that’s why we have to wash 
your eyes-

ROSA
(Suddenly angry)

I know that. I just- would like to. 
Just be normal.

A beat. THOMAS decides to brighten things up.

THOMAS
Who are these from?

CONTINUED:7/50 7/50

(CONTINUED)
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(CONTINUED)
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INT. WAREHOUSE. CARRIAGE. DAY 37/51 7/51

MAURICE GARTON, the ticket inspector, stares at the photo of 
BODY 21’s recreated face.

GARTON
I think I would have remembered 
him.

HARRY
You said in your st

t
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HARRY nods.

NIKKI
Sure.

L
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LEO
Have you got something better to 
do?

NIKKI
It’s the thought of meeting more 
real live people that’s putting you 
off isn’t it Harry?

She smiles up at him. She’s right.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/51 7/51

Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   82.



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   83.

SCENE CUT - MOVED TO 8/8A7/52 7/52

CUT TO:
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FREEMAN
Yes, but did you know, that train 
carriage, three years ago, was 
involved in a near identical train 
crash on a branch line near 
Doncaster.

HARRY
Is that true?

FREEMAN nods. NIKKI smiles.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/53 7/53

Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   87.



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   88.

SCENE CU
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EXT. BRADLEY’S HOUSE. MAIN ROOM. DAY 37/54a 7/54a

BRADLEY answers the door. It’s KATIE.

KATIE
Did you get my message?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
Yes.

KATIE
And?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
And I need to speak to Suzi about 
it.

KATIE walks in without being asked.

KATIE
Gone away again has she?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
Her Dad’s not well. Come in why 
don’t you.

CUT TO:
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BRADLEY shakes his head.

KATIE (cont’d)
Are you lying to me?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
What about?

KATIE
The night of the crash- about who 
you saw?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
I didn’t see Mark. I didn’t see 
anyone.

KATIE
Promise?

SERGEANT BRADLEY
Cross my heart.

CUT TO:

CONTINUED:7/54b 7/54b

Si





CONTINUED:7/55 7/55

(CONTINUED)
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FREEMAN
Hot wire it I suppose.

LEO
(referring to the steering 
column)

Can we get someone to cut all this 
open?

FREEMAN nods
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KATIE (cont’d)
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EXT. T
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INT. TOWN HALL. MAIN ROOM. DAY 37/58 7/58

LEO walks in and we see the small hall from his POV. It’s 
used for many things including a children’s nursery. The 
survivors group has set up chairs and tables on which are 
some nibbles.  

LEO notices that on a wall are photos of all those 





(CONTINUED)
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A smile. ROSA holds out her hand. ALICE takes it





CONTINUED:7/62 7/62
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He looks at the beer a



CONTINUED:7/62 7/62

Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crom



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
2







Silent Witness 'Body



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
2



Silent Witness 'Body 21' Michael Crompton Ep7, Shooting Script  
25 June 04   113.

INT. WAREHOUSE. DAY. NEW DAY 47/63 7/63

Morning light streams d
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SCENE CUT - MOVED TO SCENE 7/6
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SCENE CUT - MOVED TO SCENE 7/62C.7/66 7/66

CUT TO:
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SCENE CUT - MOVED TO SCENE 7/62A)7/69 7/69

CUT TO:
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INT. WAREHOUSE. DAY 47/70 7/70

The ignition has been cut 
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SCENE CUT7/71 7/71

CUT TO:
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