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1 INT. SARAH JANE’S HOUSE. LOUNGE - DAY 2 1

ALAN stands in the middle of the room, turned to stone,
as SARAH JANE and MARIA cower. 

FX SHOT: The ABBESS’s Gorgath mantle continues to thrash.
Maria is distraught.

MARIA
Dad!

Sarah Jane covers Maria’s eyes.

SARAH JANE
Don’t look, Maria!

The Abbess holds the glowing talisman.  SISTER CASSANDRA
regards...

SISTER CASSANDRA
After three thousand years. The doorway
to your people can be opened again.

Sarah Jane is still huddled with Maria...

SARAH JANE
And what then? Invasion?

SISTER CASSANDRA
The Gorgath need us to survive, Miss
Smith. Opening the portal to their world
isn’t opening the door to invasion, but
salvation.

MARIA
What have you done to my Dad?

SISTER CASSANDRA
Pay heed to the Gorgath’s warning, and
don’t interfere!

Sister Cassandra and the Abbess (her wimple fixed in
place again) sweep out of the room. Maria breaks free of
Sarah Jane and runs to Alan.

MARIA
Dad! Dad!

Sarah Jane’s heart is breaking for Maria...

CUT TO:
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4 CONTINUED: 4

But Chrissie senses something, is suspicious.

CHRISSIE
You sure?

SARAH JANE
Quite.

CUT TO:

5 INT. SARAH JANE’S HOUSE. LOUNGE - DAY 2 5

Tearful MARIA holds on to ALAN, looking at his dead,
stone eyes, holding her breath as she hears SARAH JANE
and CHRISSIE out on the doorstep.

CHRISSIE (O.S.)
What about Alan? I’ve lost him, as well.

CUT TO:

6 EXT. SARAH JANE’S HOUSE - DAY 2 6

SARAH JANE
I can’t help you. Now, if you don’t
mind, I’m in the middle of something
important.

But CHRISSIE isn’t quite finished...

CHRISSIE
Just so you know, I’ve moved in over the
road. So don’t be surprised if you don’t
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*

6 CONTINUED: 6

CHRISSIE
You won’t find him round here, luv.

And with that she heads off. Sarah Jane allows herself a
moment’s death-ray glance then slams the door.

CUT TO:
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8 CONTINUED: 8

CLYDE
What’s happening, Luke?  Sarah Jane
really going to give that Gorgon-thing
the talisman?

Luke doesn’t look up from the book.

LUKE
‘Course not. If the Gorgath only wanted
to go home why would Mrs Nelson-Stanley
have been so scared of the nuns finding
it. Mum knows that. She’ll find some way
of tricking them.

CLYDE
You sure of that?  I mean, what if she
doesn’t?

LUKE
She's my Mum.  She won't let us down. 
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10 CONTINUED: 10

MR SMITH
Theoretically.

MARIA
What does that mean?

MR SMITH
It can be done. The molecular trans-
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10 CONTINUED:  (2) 10

Maria sets her digital watch - it's counting down from
ninety minutes...

MARIA (CONT'D)
(determined)

And we've only got ninety minutes.

Sarah Jane's heart goes out to her.
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11 CONTINUED: 11

CLYDE
Yeah, and I'm taking it.  Let's get out
of here.

They move off, quickly.

CUT TO:

12 EXT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY - DAY 2 12

T h e y  m o v e  o f f ,  q u i c k l y - 3 1 6  j  E T  Q 
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12 CONTINUED: 12

LUKE
I promised Mrs Nelson-Stanley I wouldn’t
let them get the talisman. I’ve let her
down.

CLYDE
(exasperated)

When you promised her, did she tell you
you’d be going up against the Gorgon and
if you kept your word you’d probably end
up a garden ornament?

LUKE
Well - no, but...

CLYDE
She wasn’t straight with you, Luke and
this goes way beyond the call...

LUKE
Mum would never have given them the
talisman - unless something had
happened...

Clyde hesitates...

CLYDE
You don’t mean you think that thing...
Sarah Jane and Maria ...?

Luke’s eyes are set with determination.

LUKE
I just know I’m not going to let the
Gorgath win. But I’m going to need your
help.

He fixes Clyde, daring him to let him down.

CUT TO:

13 EXT. LAVENDER LAWNS - DAY 2 13

Sarah Jane’s car pulls up. MARIA and SARAH JANE jump out.
They both have their pain to cope with...

SARAH JANE *
Everything Bea knows about the Gorgath
is still inside her head, Maria.  You
just have to find a way to unlock it. 
Good luck.  I really wish I could help
you more. 

*
*
*
*
*
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13 CONTINUED: 13

MARIA *
It's all right, you need to find the
boys.

*
*

SARAH JANE *
You were right, Maria, I never should
have let any of you get involved. It’s
not just you or me that gets threatened
by all this alien madness. It’s everyone
we know.

*
*
*
*
*

MARIA *
I'm sorry about what I said.  It’s not
your fault.  I wanted to see aliens. 
What kid wouldn't?

*
*
*

Maria hugs Sarah Jane.

SARAH JANE
If there’s a way of saving your Dad,
Maria, I know you're going to do it.

Maria welcomes her support, and runs towards the home.
Sarah Jane watches, then jumps into her car and guns the
engine.

CUT TO:

14 INT. LAVENDER LAWNS. OUTSIDE BEA’S ROOM - DAY 2 14

As MARIA approaches BEA’S door she can hear the old
lady’s record player. Bing Crosby singing Slow Boat to
China. We can see the knowledge on Maria’s face - this
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15 CONTINUED: 15

MARIA
Young?

BEA
To be Curator.  Of the Museum of
Egyptology.

Maria is frustrated - this isn't going to be easy. 
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21 CONTINUED: 21

MARIA
Tell me. Tell me about the things you
saw. I’ve seen all kinds of things with
Sarah Jane...

BEA
Who is Sarah Jane?  Do I know her?  It's
silly I know, but I keep forgetting...

MARIA
She’s my friend. She’s seen loads of
aliens and monsters - on Earth, even
other planets. She’s had hundreds of
adventures, just like you and Edgar did.
Like I want to.

Bea smiles and touches Maria’s face.

BEA
Oh, I had adventures once, such
adventures. But no-one believes me now.
No-one listens to you when you’re old.

Maria feels tears of frustration, but tears of sadness,
too.

MARIA
I believe you, Bea! ...Bea!

But Bea is looking through the window and into another
age...

Maria is desperate. What can she do?

CUT TO:

22 EXT. ST. AGNES'S ABBEY FENCE - DAY 2 22

SARAH JANE is working her way along the boundary of the
abbey grounds, looking for a way in.  She finds a gap. 
Squeezes through.

CUT TO:

23 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. GREAT HALL - DAY 2 23

FX SHOT: Lights swirl within the portal, still coming to
life. SISTER CASSANDRA and a few OTHER NUNS remain before
it.

NUN
How long before the portal opens?
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23 CONTINUED: 23

SISTER CASSANDRA
Soon.

NUN
And the Mother Abbess?

SISTER CASSANDRA
Her strength is failing. Soon we will
select a new host. Soon the Gorgath and
Humanity will be one.

*

Secreted in the room, hidden from view, LUKE watches and
listens, and checks his watch.

CUT TO:

24 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. BELL TOWER - DAY 2 24

CLYDE is looking at his watch. It’s time. He looks up at
the bell ropes.

CLYDE
All right, Quasimodo, time to do your
thing!

And he hauls on one of the ropes.

CUT TO:

25 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. GREAT HALL - DAY 2 25

Distantly, and discordantly, the abbey bells begin to
ring.

SISTER CASSANDRA
What on Earth is going on?

SISTER CASSANDRA sweeps out of the room, the OTHER NUNS
with her. 

LUKE dives from his cover and grabs the talisman.  Two
things happen -  (FX SHOT) the portal dies, and doors
behind Luke suddenly fly open. 

FX SHOT: The ABBESS in her wheelchair.  She might be
dying, but she’s also a fighter, and she’s mad as hell -
and the serpents are loose on her head. 

Luke runs, diving by instinct behind a chair...   

FX SHOT: The serpents spit blue light - and the chair is
instantly turned to stone... 
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25 CONTINUED: 25

Luke breaks cover, running for another door... He grabs a
pot plant and throws it at the Abbess... 

FX SHOT: Another flash of blue light, and the plant hits
the ground and shatters into pieces of stone... 

But Luke has made the door... 

FX SHOT: As it slams after him, another flash of light
turns the wood to a tablet of stone.

CUT TO:

26 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. BELL TOWER - DAY 2 26

CLYDE is running for all he’s worth down the steps.

CUT TO:

27 EXT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY - DAY 2 27

CLYDE bursts out into the open - to find a phalanx of
NUNS heading towards him.  They’re not hurrying, just
closing on him with steady determination, somehow even
more threatening and unstoppable for their lack of haste. 

Clyde runs the other way, towards the front of the
abbey...

LUKE throws the front door open and runs down the steps,
as Clyde dashes into view...

CLYDE
You got it?

Luke flashes him the talisman.

And MORE NUNS come from the other side...

LUKE
There’s loads of them!

CLYDE
And they’re everywhere!

As Sarah Jane runs towards them...

SARAH JANE
Quick!  This way!



The Sarah Jane Adventures - Ep 4 - Draft 4 - 12.02.07   page 18.

27 CONTINUED: 27

Luke and Clyde run towards her.  But MORE NUNS emerge
from the trees behind Sarah Jane - and they realise they
are surrounded.  There's no where to run, they surrender. *

CUT TO:

28 INT. SARAH JANE’S HOUSE. LOUNGE - DAY 2 28

Fascinated CHRISSIE is still examining the ALAN “STATUE”,
going over every detail.

CHRISSIE
I’ll give her one thing, if she made
this, she’s done you proud. Though I
reckon she’s taken a bit off your bum.
But, flamin’ heck, who’d have a statue
of their neighbour in their lounge?  I’m
telling you, Alan, she’s a bunny-boiler
this one. Couldn’t have the real thing
so she’s made herself a statue...

She looks Alan in the eye...

CHRISSIE (CONT'D)
I suppose you’d be flattered if you
knew, wouldn’t you?... You didn’t know,
did you? I mean, you didn’t pose for
this?

She looks the statue over...

CHRISSIE (CONT'D)
No, wouldn’t pose in them old jeans,
would you?  Suppose if she had you
posing, she’d have you in the all-
together, wouldn’t she?  Cheeky...[mare]

*
*

*

Chrissie sits down on the couch, but never takes her eyes
off the statue. There’s some sadness.

*

CHRISSIE (CONT'D)
So is this what it’s come toT5  BT5hrissie sits down S q 1 0 0 1 0 -322 cm BT -0.0174 Tc96 cm BT 12 0 0 1T5 1 Tf (She looks Alan in the ome 3had you)
Tj ET Q0 6a q 1 0 gm BT -0.0 Tc 1T -nste174of0174 Tc96 cm BT 12 0 0 155 1 Tf (CHRISSIE (CONT'D))
come . Though I
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28 CONTINUED: 28

CHRISSIE (CONT'D)
I should have tried more, should Have -
I don't know - should have done more,
listened more... What do you want me to
say?  The world doesn't revolve round
me?  Yeah, I get it.  Now.  When it's
too late.  Still, you’re all right -
anyone can see that.  You and Maria. 
Get along great, don't you?  Better off
without me around messing things up ...
Well, like I said, I can make do. At
least, ‘til I mess it up again. Which I
will, cos I’m me, aren’t I?

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

She gets up, pulls herself together a little and makes
towards the window that she came in through.

CHRISSIE (CONT'D)
Anyway, been nice talking to you.

And she's gone.  And a single tear rolls down Alan's
stone cheek. 

*
*

CUT TO:

29 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. CELLAR - DAY 2 29

SARAH JANE, LUKE and CLYDE are locked in a poorly-lit
cellar. Clyde is checking out the lock on the door. 

CLYDE
I bet your lipstick thing would have had
this licked, no problem.

SARAH JANE
Shame the nuns made me check my bag in
at the door.

LUKE
I hope Maria is having better luck with
Mrs Nelson-Stanley.

Sarah Jane squeezes Luke’s hand. She hopes so, too. But
Clyde is far from out of ideas...

CLYDE
We don’t need any Star Trek gadgets.
This place is full of secret passages
and stuff. Luke read all about it. Got
them all filed in that superbrain of
his.
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29 CONTINUED: 29

And Clyde starts rapping on the walls, listening for a
hollow section.

LUKE
I don’t remember any down here.

SARAH JANE
All the same, it’s worth looking.

Sarah Jane joins Clyde in looking for a way out. But Luke
is thinking...

LUKE
Mum, I think the Gorgath is dying.

That gets her attention.

SARAH JANE
Why?

CLYDE
We saw her stumble, like she was sick. *

LUKE
I heard Sister Cassandra talking about
them having to find a new host. And she
said when the portal opened something
about Humanity and the Gorgath would be
one.

Suddenly the pieces fit into place for Sarah Jane.

SARAH JANE
That’s what she meant!  At the house,
when she took the talisman, Cassandra
said the Gorgath needed us to survive. I
don’t think the Abbess is the Gorgath...

CLYDE
What?

Sarah Jane is about to reply - when the cellar door
opens: SISTER CASSANDRA flanked by TWO OTHER NUNS.

SISTER CASSANDRA
Miss Smith, will you come with us?

Sarah Jane gives the boys a reassuring look.

SARAH JANE
I’ll be fine.

Sarah Jane is shepherded out by the two nuns. Sister
Cassandra favours Luke and Clyde with a chilling smile.
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29 CONTINUED:  (2) 29

SISTER CASSANDRA
Don’t worry, boys, we won’t harm a hair
on her head.

And the door slams after her. Clyde and Luke exchange
worried looks.

CLYDE
We got to find a way out of here.

And they set to.

CUT TO:

30 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. GREAT HALL - DAY 2 30

FX SHOT: The portal is once more active. Nearby, the
ABBESS sits in her wheelchair. 

FX SHOT: The serpents move lazily in the glow of the
portal. 

OTHER NUNS stand in attendance as SARAH JANE is led in.

SARAH JANE
What makes you think the Gorgath will
still want to invade? Three thousand
years is a long time.

SISTER CASSANDRA
Not for the Gorgath.

SARAH JANE
Without host bodies to carry them? The
Gorgath are parasites, aren’t they,
Sister Cassandra?

SISTER CASSANDRA scowls.

SISTER CASSANDRA
Parasite is such an unattractive word.

SARAH JANE
It’s what they are. A life form that
lives on another. That depends on
another to feed and survive.  

Sister Cassandra looks sad, and takes the Abbess’s hand.

SISTER CASSANDRA
There have been many hosts over the
generations.
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31 CONTINUED: 31

BEA
I had my Edgar. You’re young, you will
find yours.

MARIA
Bea! Are you really there?

BEA
Where else would I be? *

Maria smiles. Beams.

MARIA
Bea, I haven’t got much time. The
Gorgath. Do you remember the Gorgath?
The Gorgon?

Bea looks worried.

BEA
You've...  seen it?

MARIA
It’s turned my dad to stone. Is there a
way to save him?

BEA
Your father?  Oh, dear. Oh, deary-
dear... That’s - that’s most unpleasant.

(shudders)
I should know. The nasty little... 
beast did it to me, you know!

Maria can’t believe what she’s hearing.

MARIA
You? It turned you to stone?

BEA
Oh, yes. Those nuns - Edgar always
referred to them as the ...

(frustrated, bangs her
fist on the chair)

Sisters of Medusa - they came after the
talisman.

MARIA
But he saved you - he must have. How?

BEA
The ... talisman. It is the key to the
doorway between this ... world and
theirs. But it’s more. 

(MORE)
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31 CONTINUED:  (2) 31

BEA (CONT'D)
Edgar didn’t realise, it was just an
accident - or divine providence -but he
touched me with the talisman and
returned me to flesh and blood.

MARIA
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36 CONTINUED: 36

LUKE
We need a plan.

CLYDE
Yeah, sure. When we get chance we’ll
work one out. Meantime we got to find
Sarah Jane.

And Clyde leads the way.

CUT TO:

37 EXT. SUBURBAN ROAD - DAY 2 37

MARIA running. *

CUT TO:

38 INT. ST. AGNES’S ABBEY. GREAT HALL - DAY 2 38

A panel in the wall obscured by a wall-hanging opens;
LUKE and CLYDE slip unseen into the room, hidden behind
the tapestry.

FX SHOT: The portal swirls with more colour.  Getting
more active.

SARAH JANE remains bound as SISTER CASSANDRA stands
before the ABBESS, her head bowed sorrowfully.

*

SISTER CASSANDRA
The Mother Abbess’s work is done.

(looks up at Sarah
Jane)

Prepare to serve the Gorgath, Miss
Smith.

Sister Cassandra raises her arms high, and the other nuns
begin to chant...

NUNS
Serve the Gorgath! Serve the Gorgath!...

Clyde looks at Luke...

CLYDE
I guess now would be a good time for
that plan, yeah?

FX SHOT: Sister Cassandra places her hands on the nest of
serpents on the Abbess’s head, prepares to lift them
free. Sarah Jane is scared, but trying to think fast...
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38 CONTINUED:  (2) 38

With the death of the Gorgath, the nuns are suddenly
confused...

SISTER CASSANDRA
Where am I?

SARAH JANE
The Gorgath has lost its control over
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39 CONTINUED: 39

Clyde looks at his watch.

CLYDE
You've only got a couple of minutes. 

Maria hangs the talisman around Alan's neck.  It glows
beautifully with PRAC LIGHT.

FX SHOT: Its glow wraps around Alan and fills the room
for the briefest moment.

Then it’s gone.

And Alan - flesh and blood once more - crashes,
unconscious, to the floor.

MARIA
(freaked)

Dad!

Luke feels for a pulse.

LUKE
He’s just unconscious.

SARAH JANE
Quickly. We have to get him out of here
before he comes round.

CUT TO:

40 EXT. SARAH JANE'S GARDEN - DAY 2 40 *

ALAN comes slowly round, and finds himself lying on a
garden bench.  He's confused and disorientated.

*
*

CUT TO:

41 INT. JACKSONS’ HOUSE. KITCHEN - DAY 2 41

CHRISSIE's bags are packed and waiting by the door when
ALAN walks in, sleepy but otherwise unharmed and unaware. 
He almost trips over them.  As Chrissie walks in.

ALAN
Leaving already?

CHRISSIE
Where the heck have you been? I’ve been
out looking for you. It’s been ages.

ALAN
Has it?

(MORE)
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41 CONTINUED: 41

ALAN (CONT'D)
(glances at his watch)

Goodness! I fell asleep.

CHRISSIE
You what?

ALAN
Must have been over-doing it a bit. I
went out looking for Maria, and I must
have sat down in Sarah Jane’s garden and
dozed off.

CHRISSIE
(suspicious)

Her garden? I never saw you there.

ALAN
What were you doing in Sarah Jane’s
garden?

CHRISSIE
Never mind me.  Look, I've had enough of
all this.

ALAN
Of what? 

As MARIA comes through the door, playing it innocent -
but a little on edge.

MARIA
Hi.

CHRISSIE
Another one of the Disappearing
Jacksons!

But Alan is delighted to see her...

ALAN
Maria. I’m so sorry about earlier...

He holds her, and Maria’s emotions sweep over her.

MARIA
No, Dad. I’m really sorry, I shouldn’t
have yelled. And I shouldn’t have run
off, like that. It was stupid. I could
have lost you forever.

ALAN
Don’t be silly. It was only a tiff.
You’re never going to lose me.
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41 CONTINUED:  (2) 41

He dries her eyes, and Chrissie watches, feeling
excluded. 

CHRISSIE
Maria, do you know what that woman over
there has in her lounge?
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43 CONTINUED: 43

Stunned Chrissie can’t believe her eyes. Alan shrugs.

ALAN
Pity really. Do you think I’d look good
as one of those Greek statues, Maria?

He strikes a pose. Maria smiles.

MARIA
Prefer you the way you are.

CHRISSIE
(to herself)

But it was here. I saw it.

ALAN
Come on. I think we’d better go.

And she allows herself to be led out. Sarah Jane gives
Maria a conspiratorial wink. Maria smiles warmly.

CUT TO:

44
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45 CONTINUED: 45

MR SMITH (CONT'D)
Some alien technology uses this default
to turn things on and off.  Such
technology can reverse cellular
distortion.

A light goes on in Maria’s head.

MARIA
You mean it can make things the way they
used to be?

MR SMITH
Yes.

Maria looks at Sarah Jane.

MARIA
Maybe it could help Bea?

SARAH JANE
(doubtful)

Maria, Bea has Alzheimer’s.  Besides,
she had the talisman all that time...

LUKE
But it was hidden.  And in a tin box. 
Maybe she hasn't actually touched it in
all these years.

MARIA
She helped save my Dad. If it could
change him back from stone... Please, we
have to try.

Sarah Jane draws a breath, thinking.  She smiles.

CUT TO:

46 INT. LAVENDER LAWNS. BEA’S ROOM - NIGHT 2 46

BEA is sitting in her chair, listening to Bing Crosby, as
MARIA and SARAH JANE slip in.

MARIA
Hello, Bea. It’s Maria. I’ve got
something that belongs to you.

BEA
Is it my compact?  I’m always leaving it
lying around. Edgar says I’ll lose my
head one of these days.
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46 CONTINUED: 46

MARIA
No, it’s not your compact. It’s
something Edgar gave you.

Maria shows her the talisman. Bea gasps with recognition,
and a little fright.

BEA
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46 CONTINUED:  (2) 46

BEA (CONT'D)
Thank you for bringing him back to me.

Sarah Jane puts a comforting arm around, Maria.  Bea
starts to sing Slow Boat to China, once again lost in the
past with her husband.

CUT TO:

47 EXT. LAVENDER LAWNS - NIGHT 2 47

SARAH JANE walks towards the car with MARIA.

SARAH JANE
You shouldn’t be upset. The talisman
didn’t cure Bea, but it did something
amazing, all the same. It gave her
peace.

Maria can see that, but she’s still preoccupied.

MARIA
She was lucky, wasn’t she? Having Edgar.

SARAH JANE
I suppose she was.

MARIA
Don’t you wish you had found someone
special to share it all with?

Sarah Jane looks at Maria for a moment, and smiles.

SARAH JANE
I think I have.  For the second time. *

Maria smiles. It’s a warm moment.

SARAH JANE (CONT'D)
Now let’s get back. The Viszeran Royal
Fleet are passing through the Solar
System tonight. All six hundred ships.
Only takes a few seconds, but it’s the
most fabulous stellar light show this
side of the galaxy.

*

And they’re into the car, and away.

CUT TO:

END OF EPISODE FOUR *


