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 STM EP03 SHOOTING SCRIPT 26.09.22

EXT. PORT TALBOT (2002) - DAY1 1

2002.   AERIAL SHOT drifting over Port Talbot.
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY2 2



(MORE)
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INT. MAGNUM HQ, STAIRWELL (2002) - DAY4 4

Paul marching in on his mobile.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
(i.e. Willoughby’s reg)

...GE32 4DX, VW Passat... yes, it’s 
urgent.  Registered keeper past and 
present, the works - and get it out 
to Traffic. 
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(MORE)
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INT. MA



PHIL (CONT’D)
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What happened to sticking to the 
plan?  Parking Willoughby and 
focusing on the fourteen names?

PAUL
Call it a two-pronged attack.

PHIL
I think Jackie would call it 
something else.

Temperature drop.  They lock eyes.

PAUL
Go on.  Finish that sentence.

PHIL
Forget it.  What’s your thinking?

PAUL
What you said.  There has to be 
another way to Willoughby - this is 
it. 

PHIL
You’re exhausting.

But Phil’s smiling - and Paul can tell he’s bitten.

PHIL (CONT’D)
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(MORE)
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INT. INCIDENT ROOM, POLICE STATION (1973) - DAY5 5

1973.  Close on the TV as the 6 o’clock news plays.  B&W 
footage of the crime scene on the day Pauline and Geraldine’s 
bodies were found.

NEWSCASTER (v.o.)
...as the 
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EXT. SITA’S DAD’S HOUSE (1973) - DAY6 6

1973. A tidy house on a well-to-do estate.  Paul pulls up in 
his car.  Wearily checks a typed list of names and addresses 
before heading for the front door.
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ROHAN (CONT’D)
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But I don’t want my daughter 
dragged into this for no reason. 

SITA
It’s not about getting dragged-

ROHAN
Sita.

(Sita subsides)
If there’s nothing else, Mr 
Bethell. I’m sure you’re a busy 
man. 

Sita - she’s never felt more invisible in her life.  

As if sensing that, Paul finds a reassuring smile for Sita:

PAUL
We’re gonna

na
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OMITTED8 8

SCENE 9 RE-LOCATED TO 16A9 9

SCENE 10 RE-LOCATED TO 16B10 10
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OMITTED11 11
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INT/EXT. CAR/SITA'S DAD’S HOUSE (2002) - DUSK12 12

Sita - weary, straight from a late meeting at school - pulls 
up on the drive ofda
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INT. THE SHIP, TOILET (1973) - DUSK15 15

Sita - wearing 
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INT. SITA’S DAD’S HOUSE, SITA’S BEDROOM (2002) - NIGHT16 16

And - like a spell broken - the girls vanish from the mirror 
and 2002 Sita is left alone in the dark with her memories, 
that last line hanging heavy: What do I owe you?
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PHIL
Yeah. And we still don’t have his 
DNA. 

Right then Paul’s mobile RINGS. Off caller display: 

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
Geraint.

GERAINT (o.s.)
Don’t shoot the messenger, but I 
think you’re outside his great 
aunt’s place. 

PAUL
(puffs out his cheeks)

Yeah.  Thanks, Geraint.
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INT. KATE’S BEDROOM, PAUL BETHELL HOUSE (2002) - NIGHT18 18

Paul has retreated to his makeshift ‘study’ to lick his 
wounds. Idly flicking through case files, when Karina enters 
with a couple of bottles of beer.

KARINA
I'm sorry.

Paul nods.  Takes his beer.  She settles with him.  They 
drink in companionable silence a beat.

KARINA (CONT’D)
Seems mad to stop now.  When you're 
up and running.

PAUL
Tell me about it.

(a flash of bitterness)
I knew it'd end like 
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And in this moment Paul’s reminded of the huge, unsung 
sacrifices she made, too.  She won’t meet his gaze, doesn’t 
want to make this about her.  Finally, clumsily:

PAUL
I know I wasn't always as vocal in 
my appreciation as-

KARINA
(stemming him)

I didn't want 
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KARINA
Looks like you need another one, 
partner.

Paul appraises her, his gratitud
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EXT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY19 19

2002. AERIAL SHOT floating over Swansea. 
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EXT. PORT TALBOT SHOPPING CENTRE (2002) - DAY20 20

Denver’s car pulls up at the edge of the pedestrian precinct. 
Jean in the passenger seat.  A nervous energy as she gets 
ready to climb out.  Posters and a clip board at the ready.

DENVER
(a little weary)

Once more into the breach?

JEAN
If I can just get to 500... looks 
better. A round number.

Denver nods loyally and Jean climbs out.

DENVER
Don’t forget yo
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY21 21

2002.  Tracking with a beleaguered Paul as he heads inside. 
Steeling himself to tell the boys the bad news.  He 
stop
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EXT.  CARAVAN (2002) - DAY

AS
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INT. CARAVAN LIVING ROOM (2002) - DAY23 23

Moments later.  Jenkins, Paul and Phil.   Into the silence:

DS VIC JENKINS 
One of th
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EXT/INT. KAPPEN HOUSE (1973) - DAY24 24

1973. Back at the Kappen house with Paul, Phil and Jenkins - 
i.e. The same scene we saw play out at the top of Episode 2.   

Except now - when Jenkins throws Paul the car keys - we go 
with Jenkins into the house.  Christine Kappen shuts the door 
behind Jenkins.  The hall is gloomy.  

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
Joe’s in the garden.

Christine leads Jenkins into the living room ..  

DS VIC JENKINS
Can you fetch him in, Mrs Kappen? 

Christine doesn’t move.  A flash of fear.

DS VIC JENKIN
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PAUL (o.s.)
One more fucking word!

Jenkins - wincing at Paul’s unprofessional language which 
seems to diminish his own status in the room.  Finally:

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
The Generation Game, then Columbo, 
then highlights on Match of the 
Day. 

(a rictus grin)
But don’t ask me who was playing!

JOSEPH KAPPEN
Man United beat Everton but I 
couldn’t tell you the score - 
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DS VIC JENKINS (CONT’D)
(to Paul)

Give her the key, would you?

Paul steps to the open front door where Christine waits.  
Meets her gaze a beat, feels her tension, then hands her the 
key.  Beyond, in the gloom, Paul just discerns Kappen making 
his way across the garden.

The front door closes and Paul and Phil catch up wit
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(MORE)
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CHRISTINE KAPPEN (CONT’D)
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(off their frowns)
We weren’t together by then.

CHRISTINE KAPPEN (CONT’D)
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INT. LIVING ROOM, KAPPEN HOUSE (2002) - DAY28 28

Paul and Phil sat at the kitchen table with Christine.  
Tension coming off her in waves.  If these walls could talk.  
Paul looks her in the eye:

PAUL
Back in ‘73, you gave Joe an alibi 
for the night of the girls’ 
murders.  Do you stand by that, 
Christine?  

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
(flicker of hesitation)

Yes.  Yes, I do.

PAUL
You won’t be in trouble if you want 
to retract it.

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
I don’t.

PAUL
Sure?

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
(nods, flustered)

Joe and I were watching telly next 
door.

PAUL
OK.

Beat.  They watch her flap and fidget like a trapped bird.

PHIL
You said you and Joe split up.  
When was that, Christine?

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
1980.  

(grapples, then)
He left me for another woman and I 
divorced him.

Phil offers her a compassionate smile, before:

PHIL
How old were your children then?

CHRISTINE KAPPEN
(figures)

Deborah was sixteen... so Paul 
must’ve been fourteen.
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PAUL
They do.  But not many.

Christine - still possessed of a hardwired loyalty to Kappen 
born of fear.
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY30 30

2002. Paul, Phil and Geraint are spitballing - 

PHIL
...the alibi and the-car-on-bricks 
story are bullshit - 

PAUL
Proving it’s another matter.  

GERAINT
I called Colin Dark.  Told him to 
focus on Paul Kappen’s DNA - he’s 
gonna run a direct comparison with 
the killer.

PAUL
Good.  What about the file?  
Anything in there?

GERAINT
Maybe.  Kappen’s na
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EXT. BOXING CLUB (2002) - DAY30A 30A
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OMITTED32 32
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INT. BOXIN
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OMITTED34 34
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INT.  MAGN
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GERAINT (CONT’D)
(points)

Just where a right uppercut would 
leave its mark.

A chilling beat as they all digest this - Kappen subdued the 
girls by punching them in the face.  Then, softly:

PAUL
He really was a monster.
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CROISET (CONT’D)
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(Paul nods a little 
reluctantl



 STM EP03 SHOOTING SCRIPT 26.09.22

Suddenly his head whips round, eyes flying open, staring 
accusingly at a distinct point beyond his entourage.  
Everyone turns to see what he’s seen, but there’s no one 
there, just the trees. 

Croiset gets to his feet.   The crowd parts for him. He walks 
right over to the point he was staring at from his pro
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INT/EXT.  CAR/KAPPEN HOUSE (2002)
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CHRISTINE KAPPEN
I don’t understand.

PAUL
It’ll give us a closer 
approximation of Joe's DNA.  

(then, he’s got to say it)
And that - in turn - will give us a 
better idea as to whether he’s our 
killer.

(she flinches; he nods 
regretfully)

I’m sorry to talk in such a cold, 
scientific way about something so 
personal.

(then)
Will that be OK, Christine?  To 
take your DNA?

Christine 
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EXT. STREETS/HOTEL (2002) - DAY 40 40

New day.  2002. Sita out for her morning run.  Pushing 
herself harder than ever.  Moving beyond the usual local 
streets.  She passes a businessman’s hotel on the edge of 
town, her e
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HODGES
And by ‘everything’... you mean the 
future?

Suddenly Sita’s had enough of these questions:

SITA
Are you gonna give me this job or 
what?

Hodges blinks at her - his expression oscillating through 
shock, offence and finally disarmed amusement: 

HODGES
Can you make a be



 STM EP03 SHOOTING SCRIPT 26.09.22

OMITTED42 42
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INT. KITCHENM12 115 737
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EXT. POLICE HQ (1973) - DAY45 45

An establishing shot of the Police HQ in 1973. The rain is 
hammering it down. A cop runs in, a newspaper over his head 
for cover.  
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INT. INCIDENT ROOM, POLICE STATION (1973) - DAY46 46

Paul, Phil and Jenkins are working away.  Papers and files 
everywhere - the wet cop enters the room and puts his 
newspa
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INT. INCIDENT ROOM, RAY’S OFFICE (1973) - DAY49 49

Ray Allen alone at his desk, surrounded by files.  Heavy 
silence.  The enormity of his failure overwhelming.
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - NIGHT52 52

Paul - Kappen materials spread out on his desk, bit between 
his teeth - answers his RINGING mobile.

PAUL (INTO PHONE) 
Hi Colin.

COLIN DARK (v.o.)
This chap Joseph Kappen, Paul, he’s 
interesting.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
OK...?

COLIN DARK (v.o.)
Perhaps I should rephrase that - 
he’s very interesting.

Off Paul - gripping the phone.
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DET.SUPER.JACKIE ROBERTS
It’s a win.

He meets her firm gaze and cracks a smile. OK.
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OMITTED54 54
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JEAN (CONT’D)
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Then I 
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(MORE)
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INT. CORRIDOR, MAGNUM HQ - NIGHT59 59

Corridor. Paul enters to see Sita waiting with Phil who is 
dressed to leave, clearly intercepted him on the w



SITA (CONT’D)
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The one thing you were supposed to 
do you hadn’t done! 

Paul is grimly silent.  Guilty as charged. 

She starts to cry.   Paul waits an 
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EXT. CEMETERY (2002) - NIGHT63


