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INT. JACKIE ROBERTS' OFFICE (2002) - DAY2 2

Jackie Roberts glances up from her computer screen as Paul 
walks in.  She hits send on her email, turns to face him: 

PAUL BETHELL
Hopefully this won’t be too much o

 

o
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY3 3

Coming in halfway as Paul briefs Phil and Geraint:

PAUL
...there’ll be lots of people
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PAUL
Let me worry about that.

Geraint shakes his head, a flash of impatience:

GERAINT
If it’s not

t
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EXT. PAT &

TA
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Christine figures for a beat, then:

CHRISTINE
I might have Aldo’s number 
somewhere.

(off their frowns)
Aldo Poiretti - Joe’s half brother. 

Christine disappears into the hall.  She takes ages. It’s 
awkward. Phil calls out to her.

PHIL
Christine?

Christine comes back into the room. 

CHRISTINE
Here you are.

She’
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EXT. KAPPEN’S HOUSE (2002) - DAY7 7

Phil and Geraint head out to their car. 

PHIL
...that’s why he’s not in the case 
papers.  After Sandra, he buggered 
off to Lincoln to avoid the knock.

GERAINT
Simple enough tactic but it worked.

(then)
There’s no way she remembered his 
trip if-

P
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INT. SUPERMARKET, PORT TALBOT (2002) - DAY8 8

Find Denver slowly pushing his trolley down the supermarket 
aisle, consulting a handwritten list from Jean.  Reaching an 
intersection of a
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INT. JACKIE ROBERTS’ OFFICE (2002) - DAY12 12

Paul and Jackie Robert come down the corridor.

DET.SUPER.JACKIE ROBERTS
...South Wales are basically saying 
it’s not a police matter – not 
exclusively a police matter, 
anyway.  I said: fine, what 
additional permissions d’you need?  
And they replied - I kid you not – 
they don’t know.

PAUL
Christ...

DET.SUPER.JACKIE ROBERTS
Yeah.  I said - is it like 
gravitas? You know it when you see 
it?

(Paul chuckles at that)
They pretty much said yes.

PAU
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PAUL
I get so foc
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EXT. PORT TALBOT (2002)  - DAY13 13

Late afternoon.  Gathering gloom already settling on the 
steelworks, the cemetery, as a droning RING TONE takes us - 
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INT.  PAUL'S OFFICE, MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY14 14

- to Paul at his desk on the phone, door closed.

RECEPTIONIST (V.O)
Coroner's office.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
I need to speak to D1 Tf (I) Tj ET BT 12 0 12 320 641
Tm /T0q5 Tj E 12 285 641 Tm /TT1 1  12 320 641
Tm /T0q5 T

 i
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EXT. DENVER AND JEAN’S HOUSE (2002) - DUSK15 15

A weary Denver taking out the rubbish.  Tarries to look 
across to the woods where Geraldine’s short life ended...
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INT.  PAU
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EXT. CAR/A
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INT. ALDO PIORETTI’S CAFE (2002) - NIGHT
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INT/EXT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - NIGHT19 19

Track with Paul - on his mobile - as he crosses the lobby and 
walks out into the evening rain.

RECEPTIONIST (V.O.)
I’m sorry, Professor Chandler’s 
left the office then she’s away at 
a conference the rest of the 
week...

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
(shiiit!; then)

Sorry, what’s your name?

RECEPTIONIST (V.O.)
(reluctant, then)

Lisa.  

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
Right.  The thing is, Lisa, my 
situation, it’s time-critical-

RECEPTIONIST (V.O.)
I don’t doubt that, Inspector.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
...as in: the three victims have 
been waiting almost thirty years.  
Sandra, Pauline and Gera



(MORE)
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INT. ALDO PIORETTI’S CAFE (2002) - NIGHT20 20

Phil - in mid-flow as he addresses the Kappen fam



PHIL (CONT’D)
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That’s how we were able to 
determine
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EXT/INT. PAUL BETHELL HOUSE, LIVING ROOM (2002) - NIGHT21 21

Paul is hurrying up to his front door when his mobile rings.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
Paul Bethell.

PROFESSOR STELLA CHANDLER (V.O.)
This is Stella Chandler.

Paul reacts - shit! - drops his keys, picks them up and opens 
the front door.

PAUL (INTO PHONE)
Thanks... thanks for calling back, 
Professor...

Paul stumbles into the hall - signals at Karina to grab him 
some pen and paper. 

PAUL (INTO PHONE) (CONT’D)
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - NIGHT
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INT. KATE’S B
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EXT.  PORT TALBOT (2002)- NEW DAY24 24

Port Talbot comes awake in the dawn sunshine.
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EXT. WHITEHALL (2002) - DAY26 26

Establisher of Whitehall.  The sedate-but-quietly-busy part 
the tourists don't trouble.
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INT. DAVID BLUNKETT'S OFFICE, WHITEHALL (2002) - DAY27 27

Through an open door we see DAVID BLUNKETT’s GUIDE DOG 
resting in a corner.  Conferring VOICES then Blunkett’s 
P

s

s

’
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EXT. PORT TALBOT (2002) - DAY28 28

The phone RINGS ON over images of the steelworks, the sea, 
the cemetery...
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INT. CORRIDOR/MAIN OFFICE, MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY29 29

Track with Paul as he heads in dM
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PAUL
They used that very phrase.

PHIL
Won’t we just be putting a ma

h
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INT. PRESS CONFERENCE ROOM (2002) - DAY30 30

Paul - in his best suit, staring right at us with bullish 
resolve as an OMINOUS HUBBUB 

t0
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Paul’s about to lose it and, sensing that, Jackie steps in:

DET.SUPER.JACKIE ROBERTS
You’ll appreciate this decision has 
not been taken lightly
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Phil grapples a beat, then, simply:

PHIL
Willoughby.

(then)
Why won’t he give us a sample? 
What’s he got to hide? 

PAUL
We’ve been over this. 

PHIL
And we still don’t have an answer. 

PAUL
People refuse for all sorts of 
reasons - fear of the police, fear 
of what we’ll do with thei

 tr  
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PAUL
Not gonna happen. We’ve got a To Do 
list a mile long to get through 
between now and exhumation and I 
don’t want a whiff of split-focus, 
OK?

Phil - resentful 
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OMITTED33 33
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GERALDINE
We’re not drinking or anything...

ROHAN
I’m not talking to you!

(to Sita, i.e. the 
turquoise dress)

What the hell are you wearing?

The whole pub is staring now as Sita is herded out by her 
father.  Stay with Sita - Rohan half-dragging her away from 
the pub, looking back at her shocked friends through the 
window and then they slide out of view – forever. 
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INT/EXT. SITA’S CAR/DRIVEWAY (2002) - NIGHT36 36

Sita - parked on the drive, cheeks streaked with tears.  Her 
eyes flick to the lighted sitting room window.  Maya sits on 
the sofa on her phone.  She looks vulnerable, unaware she’s 
being watched.

Hold on Sita: more trapped in the tomb of the past than ever.  
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EXT

2
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SYLVIA KAMBRAY (CONT’D)
The task is to excavate down the 
sides without damaging the coffin, 
then slip the lifting straps 
underneath.

Off Paul - the moment is almost upon them. 
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INT/EXT. CHAPEL OF REST (2002) - NIGHT39 39

Phil - still sitting with Margaret and Aldo.  De
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INT. MAGNUM HQ, STAIRWELL (2002) - NIGHT 40 40

Geraint answers his phone as he hurries out.

GERAINT (INTO PHONE)
I’m coming, I’m coming...

INTERCUT:
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EXT. MOBILE POLICE UNIT (2002) - NIGHT44 44

The mobile police unit in the car park, a uniform heading in.
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INT. MOBILE POLICE UNIT (2002)- NIGHT45 45

Paul - watching unfolding events on a MONITOR in the mobile 
unit.  Jackie Roberts and several uniforms also present.

DET.SUPER.JACKIE ROBERTS
If he is our man...  we’re showing 
him a damn sight more respect than 
he showed his victims. 

PAUL
Yeah.

On the monitor they hear Sylvia Kambray addressing her team: 

SYLVIA KAMBRAY (ON MONITOR)
OK, folks, important we get him in 
the remedial coffin quickly and 
cleanly.  Breakage and gravity are 
our enemies.  On three. 

R
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EXT/INT. GOLF CLUB CAR PARK (2002) - NIGHT46 46

Geraint pulls up in the deserted and isolated golf club ca
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GERAINT
(downing his water)

Let’s see his locker, then.

 STM EP04 SHOOTING SCRIPT 26.09.22



 STM EP04 SHOOTING SCRIPT 26.09.22

EXT/INT. CHAPEL OF REST (2002) - 

)

(
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INT/EXT. G
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INT/EXT. MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 
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INT. JEAN & DENVER HOUSE LIVING ROOM (2002) - NIGHT51 51

Jean stands at the living room window, curtains drawn.  
S
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INT. KAPPEN’S HOUSE, LIVIN
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INT. CHAPEL OF REST (2002) - NIGHT53 53

...and out of the darkness to find Phil watching Margaret and 
Aldo’s vigil over their father.  Aldo takes out a 
handkerchief and wipes away a tear.
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INT/EXT. CAR/CEMETERY (2002) - NIGHT 54 54

Karina walks past the REPORTERS.  Sto
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PAUL (CONT’D)
I know you always thought you came 
second, ‘least I know I made you 
feel that-

KARINA
Paul.

(he looks at her, responds 
to her firmness)

It’s fine.

She means it, too.  They hold each other’s gaze.

PAUL
So do
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EXT. MOBIL
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COLIN DARK
(wry smile)

Well, you never know...

PAUL BETHELL
I’m definitely not going home now.

Ri
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EXT. GOYTRE CEMETERY (2002) - DAWN57 57

Paul - now part of a shoal of fig

h
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EXT. GOYTRE C
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OMITTED59 59
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INT. MORRISTON HOSPITAL MORTUAR
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EXT. THE SHIP (2002) - DAY61 61

Sita and Seb walk across the sand dunes to The Ship. 
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INT.  THE SHIP (1973) - NIGHT64 64

Sita - weaving through the tables back to Geraldine and 
Pauline, who now look up at her
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EXT. THE SHIP (2002) - DAY
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COLIN DARK (V.O.)
OK.  The DNA profile t
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EXT.  JEAN AND DENVER’S HOUSE (2002)- DAY67 67

Next morning.  The sun is shining.  Paul and Phil climb out 
of their car and approach Jean and Denver’s front
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INT. MAGNUM HQ (2002) - DAY70 70

Paul, Phil, Geraint have started the gargantuan task of 
packing up Magnum HQ.  Phil peers out of the wi

 i
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OMITTED71 71
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INT/EXT. CAR/ROAD (2002)- DAY72 72

Glorious afternoon.  Paul driving home through the sunshine.  
Hold on his tired, worn face.  
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EXT. CA
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