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INT. THE NURSES STATION - PRESENT DAY - EVENING3 3
KATE, NURSES, SISTER MULLIGAN

Kate’s face, more tanned, here in Australia, as she keeps her 
eyes low. Nurses bustle past. Kate grabs the tannoy and 
s
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As soon as she’s gone, Kate slips out from behind the nurses 
station and heads towards the Sister’s office.  

   Ten Pound y  

iktt00.
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She looks back, checks no one’s watching, then slips inside, 
shutting the door behind her... 

INT. SISTER MULLIGAN’S OFFICE - CO
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SISTER MULLIGAN
Have you lost your 
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TERRY
(low voice)

How was today then? 

ANNIE
(not looking at him)

Fine. All sorted, is
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JJ
Listen... mate...

Bill goes really close to him, almost face to face and si







(MORE)
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ANNIE
Oh...why didn’t she tell me first?   

KATE
Sometimes it’s hard to tell the 
people you love the truth. Hard to 
see the disappointment in their 
faces.  

(beat)
She’ll be okay. I promise. 

(beat)
Annie, look. I’m sorry but I really 
have to go.

Annie pulls herself together - 

ANNIE
Is it Michael? Good news?

Kate nods and Annie hugs Kate tight,



BILL (CONT’D)
   Ten Pound Poms



(MORE)

   Ten Pound Poms



MARLENE (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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Absolutely not, if your fiancé sees 
you in that he’d take the ring 
right back. Get it off. 

JUNE rolls her eyes and gives 



MARLENE (CONT’D)
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(back to Annie)
So he’s still sulking is that it? 
Not that he should be after the 
scene he made at mine. 

Silence. Annie doesn’t say anything, just keeps arranging the 
wigs. Marlene sighs.  

MARLENE (CONT’D)
Look I know it's very British not 
to talk about your marriage but 
unless you're a royal it just seems 
like you're a prude.

ANNIE
No it’s - it’s fine. I’m fine.  

MARLENE
“I’m fine”. The mantra for sad 
housewives everywhere. I’m fine 
means I’m disappointed, everybody 
knows that. He forgot my birthday 
but I’m fine. 3 children and no sex 
but I’m fine. I couldn’t imagine 
anything worse. Honestly you Brits, 
A life of “I’m Fine” I think I’d 
break out in hives if I even said 
it once  -   

ANNIE
(snapping)

Well some of us have to be just 
f
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EXT. A NIC
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Ron holds 
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ARTY (CONT’D)
Dog house’ll still be there when 
you get back, pal. 

Terry’s face breaks in to a reluctant chuckle. 

INT. JJ’S TRUCK - LATE AFTERNN
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ARTY
4 winks and a nod. The winks from 
me, the nod from 





ARTY (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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then, over here, for the kiddies, I 
might have an ice cream stall. Get 
some fun flavours, like 
wha



ARTY (CONT’D)
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NICK 
Is this the place where I can 
purchase a Madam Buxom wig?

ANNIE
Ha! How did you know?

NICK
The sales girls are talking about 
it at such a pitch I heard it 
from outside, I thought James 
Dean was in the building.  

ANNIE
Unfortunately not. 

NICK
Ah well, good news for me. Less 
competition. 

H
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NICK
(touches her arm, making 
it clear there is more to 
this than ‘chat’)

We’ll have fun, seven o’ clock?
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WILLIE
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She goes u
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OMITTED58 58

OMITTED59 59

INT. THE BELLFLOWER - EARLY EVENING 60 60
ANNIE, NICK

Annie walks in to the lobby of the Bellflower and sees Nick 
waiting for her at the bar, his back towards her.  

Annie walks towards him and he stands up to greet her.. 

NICK
I’m so glad you came. 

ANNIE
Well, I thought I could school 
you on the actual benefits of a 
Madam Buxom wig. 

NICK
Drink? 

He pulls a chair out for her and picks up a menu. 

CUT TO:

Drinks arrive and they cheers
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JJ
No, I wouldn’t. Strike a wa 

n

ae

S

IA

I dn’  d  

m

tt 

bc

u

aaa

  



   Ten Pound Poms - 105 by A. Pickett - 30.09.22       37

JJ
Sheila...

But Sheila doesn’t stop. Mrs Walker watches her leave and 
then turns 
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They spring apart as Annie - heading back into the hostel - 
comes towards them, still reeling from her non Nick 
encounter. 

ANNIE (CONT’D)
What are you doing!? 

PATTIE
Mum! Nothing we were just - 

ANNIE
Inside now.  And you - I told you - 
she was staying inside...

STEVIE
Sorry -

ANNIE
Good night Stevie. Say good night!

PATTIE
Good night.

Annie frogmarches Pattie away from Stevie, he watches her go - 
has he missed his chance?  

Annie - we sense taking some frustration out on Pattie 





MRS WALKER (CONT’D)
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Y’know, every time I come down 
here, I always hope I’ll find the 
man I thought you’d be.   

(beat)
And I never do.  

She stands.

MRS WALKER (CONT’D)
We will resume this conversati
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ANNIE (CONT’D)
We can’t find Peter.  

We
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On Ron - he does...

OMITTED72 72

OMITTED73 73
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TERRY (CONT’D)
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- we brought our problems with us 
but I am sorry. 

TERRY (CONT’D)
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And with that, Terry turns and starts walking again, 
searching.

TERRY (CONT’D)
I’ll find him - I’ll find him or 
I’ll die trying. He’s my boy.

Annie is moved by his words. He carries on. 

ANNIE
Terry - 

Te

Te

e
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Hold their look. We move to the window and tilt up to the 
night time sky... that moon and those stars and we fade thru 
to... Emerging daylight...

EXT. THE BUSH - DAWN. 82 82
TERRY, ANNIE

As we tilt back down on...

Hours later
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TERRY
It’s okay, it’s okay, son... we’ve 
got you... we’ve got you...

On Annie, deeply moved.  She dashes in and joins their 
embrace...

OMITTED84 84

OMITTED85 85
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She squashes a stray cockroach under foot and kicks it away 
as she enters, rolling her eyes.

Angle - Arty, hand in hand with Veronica passes, seeing what 
Kylie did, he smiles.

ARTY
Tomorrow’s dinner.
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ROBBIE
Hey, hey, hey... you’ll always be 
his mother... look at me. Kate - 

Sh

t
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Sheila lo
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BILL
What do you think...

He proudly walks up the path towards the front door, a man 
that has really ACHIEVED something...

BILL (CONT’D)






