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EXT. GLASGOW. NIGHT 1. 19:161 1

Fade up: Ae Fond Kiss by The Elora Singers over a drone’s eye 
view of Glasgow. 

The Clyde.  The Finnieston Crane.  The Armadillo.  And a 
state of the art new sports complex with football pitch.  As 
we hover, the pitch floodlights go on.  

Adjacent to the pitch, a road
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EXT. GLASGOW ROAD/ INT. EMILY’S CAR. NI
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EMILY
(shocked)

I didn’t see you.

It’s a girl.  A teenage girl.  Who’s already back on her feet 
and limping furiously away.  No more than 18.  She’s gashed 
he
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EMILY
Drop the bottle.  You can jump in 
my car.  Get your knee checked out.  

Kaya is trembling so hard now.  She lowers the bottle slowly  
then lets it smash to the ground.

A moment of relief for Emily before Kaya reaches for a gold 
cross on a chain around her neck and pulls it off, snapping 
the chain.  She chucks it at James’s feet.

A beat
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EMILY
Look if yo
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She doesn’t answer.  Janis heaves herself off the couch.

JANIS
The world’s your oyster.

She’s trying to be encouraging - but the sentiment is 
undermined by the emphysema coughing th
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EXT. KAYA’S FLAT. ROOF. NIGHT 1. 23:0710 10

The sound of police vehicles, a Glasgow night, and the sound 
of a door banging open.  Kaya comes outside onto a flat roof.  
With some difficulty, she is carrying the now open packages 
James gave her to the edge of the building.  Kettle.  
Toaster.  Toastie-machine.  One by one, she drops them down 
onto the street below.

CUT TO:

TITLES

OMITTED11 11

OMITTED12 12

EXT. THE CAMPUS. CAR PARK. DAY 2. 08:4313 13

A Bentley enters the car park of a brand new state of the art 
sports facility.  We may or may not recognise the football 
pitch from the aerial view we saw of the place at the top of 
the episode.

Dan gets out and so do two boys, a bit shyly and in awe.  One 
is JACK, 17.  The other is SAMMY, 7.

DAN
No telling your mum, r
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DAN (CONT'D)
Gregor the
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NURSE
Are you a relative?

DAN
Her brother.  And she’s our 
surrogate.  

He holds Emily ti
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INT. DONNA’S OFFICE. DAY 4. 11:5228 28

A huge photo-collage of babies - IVF success stories.  
Beneath it sit Emily and Dan.  They’re at an appointment with 
their fertility doctor, DONNA SHINWELL.  Emily’s head hangs.  
Dan and Emily sit quite far apart, as if telling us the toll 
this has all taken.  

EMILY
Hilary has decided not to try 
again. 

Emily is quiet, wan, devoid of hope.  

DAN
(like he’s defending 
Hilary)

Her boys were upset



THE NEST - EPISODE 1 - SHOOTING SCRIPT - 30/08/19 18.

Donna just lis
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KAYA
(mind elsewhere)

Naw.  You’re alright.  

DODDY
I’m trainin’ to be a chef.  Well 
naw trainin’, mair like teachin’ 
masel.  

He stands up.

DODDY (CONT'D)
Another night?

KAYA
Naw.  I’m away.

She turns to leave.  The “I’m away” is delivered with steely 
determination.   She’ 

h12 0 ’i
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KAYA
(friendly, open)

I jiss wanted to talk to you.  Can 
we sit down?

CUT TO:

INT. UPMARKET COFFEE SHOP NEAR CONSERVATOIRE. DAY 5. SHOR
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KAYA
(matter of factly)

Why? 

Emily doesn’t answer - like no explanation necessary.  Ka
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INT. DAN AND EMILY’S HOUSE. EVENING 6. 18:0640 40

Dan rubs his forehead.  Then his beard.  He waits for the 
punch-line.  

DAN
You’re joking.

A pause for confirmation, which doesn’t come.

DAN (CONT'D)
Why would an 18 year old want to 
carry someone else’s baby?

EMILY
Why would any woman?

DAN
Money.  Which is why I wa
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INT. PRINCES’ SQUARE. RESTAURANT. NIGHT 7. 19:2441 41

Emily, Dan and Kaya sitting across from each other at a tense 
dinner.  Dan’s chair a little further away than it needs to 
be.

Emily and Kaya have been shopping (Princes Square is a fancy  
shopping centre in Glasgow with restaurants on the roof).  
Bags at their feet.  

Dan sits cross-armed, waiting for it to be over.  

DAN
So what’s in it for you?

KAYA
Whit?

DAN
(patronising)

What do you get?

They already don’t like each other.

KAYA
Well what were you gonnae to pay if 
youse went abroad?

EMILY
50,000 pounds.

KAYA
(facing him off)

That’ll do me then.
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INT. PRINCES’ SQUARE. NIGHT 7. 19:3043 43

Emily is fast-walking, angry at the abo

oo
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Doddy doesn’t take the hint.  Doesn’t go back inside.

DAN (CONT'D)
Can you fuck off please?

There’s a threatening edge to his voice.  Smooth he may be, 
but he’s from round here and his roots are showing.

Doddy - a bit shocked by the encounter - goes back inside.

DAN (CONT'D)
(to Kaya)

Can 
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Dan remains standing.

DAN
What do you want? 

KAYA
You’ve just rocked up to ma bit at 
midnight and you’re asking me what 
I want?  

A beat, then he sits down.  He looks around.  Panic 
subsiding.  Eventually Kaya answers.  

KAYA (CONT'D)
I want what you have.  

DAN
D’you kn

ubanbD
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It’s true.  He’s very highly strung.  Superficially smooth 
but underneath, feeling and sensitive.

DAN
(noticin
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It’s a threat.  Sounds like attempted blackmail.

DAN
(perfectly calm, scarily 
unfazed)

What’s your name?

DODDY
Scott.  Dodds.

On Dan, taking that in like he’s filing it away.  Like he
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DAN
Mibbe not.  So what about moving 
on?  What about deciding that our 
lives are going to be about 
something else?  Each other?  The 
world? Fucken jigsaws - I don’t 
give a shit. 
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DAN
It’s naw illegal.  It’s legal.  You 
just cannae pay a fee.  But 
obviously we want
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On Kaya.  The thought hadn’t crossed h
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KAYA
What’s that for?

EMILY
Expenses.  You’ve been going to 
these appointments and thin
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KAYA (CONT'D)
And lets see what happens when you 
do.

The threat in her voice - and her confidence that she can 
carry it out - is unmistakab
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DAN
How d’you mean?

HILARY
It’s been that long since I’ve seen 
her like this.  Just 

(shrugs)
- relaxed.  Herself.

Dan nods.  

DAN
(vague)

We’re getting our he

h
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HILARY
Of course you are. 

She hooks an arm around his neck and kisses his cheek, 
pleased that he’s come to this resolution.  Both of
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SOUTER (CONT'D)
I was wonderin’, do you know a 
lassie by the name of Kaya 
McDermott? 

(fishing)
I was hoping you might be a friend 
or a colleag

gg
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OMITTED83 83

INT. SOUTER’S OFFICE. DAY 13. 14:4284 84

On Dan, drumming his fingers on the desk.

SOUTER
Nothing.  She’s not on social 
media, f (E) Tj ET BT 12 0 0 10ET BT 12 0 0 12 288 7 

d
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This is just a nightmare for Dan.  He’
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EXT. KAYA’S FLAT. CORRIDOR. DAY 15. 11:0191 91

James is outside Kaya’s flat, as scheduled. He knocks.  
Nothing.  Tries again, even though he clearly knows she’s not 
there.

Then Doddy’s door opens.  

DODDY
She’s naw there.
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EXT. DAN AND EMILY’S HOUSE. DAY 15. 13:0492 92

Angle on Dan and Emily’s house.  Reveal we’re seeing this 
from James’s point of view on the other side of the road.  
The house is so grand - it really is a mystery what the hell 
Kaya could be doing here.

He hesitates, hands in pockets, like he’s loathe to get 
involved cos it’s not really his place to do so.  And yet.  
If not him, who?  A beat, then he crosses the road.

CUT TO:

INT/

,:









THE NEST - EPISODE 1 - SHOOTING SCRIPT - 30/08/19 67.

INT. ‘NON-PLACE’. CORRIDOR/ HOSPITAL ROOM. DAY 15. (13:34 97 97
GMT)

We wind down long Soviet-style corridors, turning and turning 
and turning until we’re at a door.  Ukrainian chat is audible 
from other rooms.

The woman esc
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