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FX:     GEESE FLY TOWARDS THE CHAOS OF CAMP –  4 

ARRESTS AND POLICE RADIOS. ORLA SOBS ROCKING VANILLA 5 
IN HER LAP. A  6 

PARAMEDIC RUNS OVER TO KNEEL BY ORLA. THE GEESE 7 
CONTINUE ON. 8 

ORLA:      
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FX:     KETTLE MID-BOIL. SIOBHAN OPENS THE DOOR.  3 

THE KETTLE SWITCHES OFF.  4 

MARY SLAMS AN EXTRA CUP ONTO THE TABLE. 5 

SIOBHAN:   Still fasting? 6 

MARY:    Is it lent? 7
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FX:  SIOBHAN PUTS THE WET CLOTHES ONTO THE CLOTHES 1 
HORSE. 
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FX:     
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FX:  MARY WALKS THROUGH THE DOOR FOLLOWED BY SIOBHAN. 3 
ORLA STANDS UP FROM HER CHAIR. 4 

MARY    (To Orla) Who are you? 5 

FX :  
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FX:     SIOBHAN HUGS ORLA. 1 

ORLA    (Starts crying) 2 

SIOBHAN   Mum? Do you have a tissue? 3 

MARY     I’m not made of tissues. She can bare-face cry like the rest of us. 4 

ORLA  And when I looked down the rainbow turned out to simply be the 5 
fairy ribbons we’d hung in the branches. 6 

SIOBHAN   Fairy ribbons? 7 

MARY     Don’t panic, love 8 

ORLA    She brought everyone’s wishes down with her. 9 

SIOBHAN   Oh mum, fairy ribbons. 10 

FX:     NURSE OPENS THE DOOR.  11 

NURSE    You can come through to see her now. 12 

SIOBHAN   I can’t mum, I can’t. 13 

MARY    You can, come on, lean on me. 14 

SIOBHAN    (Irritable) No mum please, I’m not a child. 15 

 16 
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ORLA     She’d been in the woods for a while. 1 

MARY     What do you mean “a while?” 2 

ORLA     You mean to say you didn’t notice she was gone? 3 

'4 

-.)%)'/?<'5 

/?'$%+1'' ' ' .9*6.9'4'



15 
 

MARY    I think the hippy told her to be silent.  1 

Why would Vanilla be so quiet about something she cared so 2 
much about? (Waits. Nothing)  3 

I’m sick of silence. God’s silence is driving me away -- 4 

FATHER ROBIN  (Out of his depth) He is always there -- 5 

MARY    Amongst the bones. 6 

FATHER ROBIN  Have you thought about reaching out to your family? 7 

MARY    (Hurt) The Church is my family. 8 

FATHER ROBIN  An opportunity to make amends, perhaps? 9 

MARY     How can you say this? 10 

FATHER ROBIN  Do they know what’s happened? 11 

MARY    They disowned me, not the other way round.  12 

All I did was find a safe place to raise a child. Was that so wrong? 13 

FATHER ROBIN  Even Our Lord -- [suffered] 14 

MARY     Is absent. They’re all absent. 15 

FATHER ROBIN  Try to forgive, he didn’t mean to die. 16 

MARY    Seamus doesn’t need forgiveness. (Realization)  17 

You don’t listen. (Heart-broken)  18 

You’ve never heard me. (Anger) I am never heard. 19 

FX:     MARY LEAVES THE CONFESSIONAL AS FAST AS SHE CAN. 20 

FATHER ROBIN   (Coaxing) Mary. 21 

FX:     MARY SUDDENLY OPENS FATHER ROBIN’S DOOR.  22 

FATHER ROBIN (CONT’D)  (Embarrassed whisper) Remember where you are! 23 

MARY    I don’t need reminding. 24 

FX:     MARY’S FOOTSTEPS ON BARE WOOD LEAVE THE CHURCH. 25 

'26 
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SIOBHAN   Goosey goosey gander where shall I wander -- 3 

ORLA    (sighs)  4 

SIOBHAN    What? 5 

ORLA    She’s a bit old for nursery rhymes. 6 

SIOBHAN   (No malice) You’re not a mum. 7 

ORLA    No, but I am her girlfriend, the one who loves her. 8 

SIOBHAN (Warns) Hey. We all love her.  9 

You think I don’t love her cos I didn’t see she’d gone? Is that it? 10 

ORLA     That’s not it at all -- 11 

SIOBHAN I work nights and days, I get three hours sleep, most days I’m 12 
hovering. 13 

ORLA    It’s not that, it’s. I know you doubt me, I see it in your face. 14 

SIOBHAN   Oh Orla, think about it from our side. 15 

ORLA    I will prove it to you. 16 

SIOBHAN   She never even mentioned tree protecting (sigh) 17 

FX    ORLA GETS HER MOBILE OUT AND APPROACHES SIOBHAN.  18 

ORLA    Here look, photos. This is us building the camp. 19 

FX:     ORLA CLICKS THROUGH HER MOBILE.  20 

ORLA We met through her YouTube, I build tree houses on mine and she 21 
needed help so reached out. 22 

(MORE) 23 

ORLA  (CONT'D) 
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SIOBHAN (CONT’D)   I thought she kept it secret because you told her to. (Sad)  1 

She just didn’t want me to know. 2 

ORLA     I’m sure it wasn’t that -- 3 

SIOBHAN    (Panic) Oh my [god] don’t tell my mum.  4 

Orla, you have to promise -- 5 

ORLA    Why? You should be proud. 6 

SIOBHAN  Mum will lose her mind if she finds out this was Vanilla not you. 7 
She’ll disown her. 8 

FX:    
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SIOBHAN    Her clothes smell of her -- 1 

MARY (CONT’D)   She right there. 2 

SIOBHAN    What’s up with you? 3 

MARY     You gave the hippy a key? 4 

SIOBHAN   No I thought she could burrow under the door like a badger. 5 

MARY    Why Vanilla? 6 

SIOBHAN    Accidents happen mum. 7 

MARY    That’s not what I mean, why zero in on Vanilla?   8 

    All the way across the Irish sea for a tree -- 9 

 SIOBHAN   When did you last eat, mum? 10 

MARY    
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SIOBHAN   Mum? Ask Father.  1 

The amount of free work you do, it’s the least he can do. 2 

MARY    I will. I shall. Don’t you worry. I’ll sort it out. 3 

SIOBHAN   Oh, so that’s how you’re gonna do it? 4 

MARY    Do what? (Waits) Go on, say what you mean? Say it! 5 

SIOBHAN   (Loud whisper) Oh ok! This is how you’ll make it about you.  6 

This is not happening to you, Mum.  7 

This is happening to Vanilla.  8 

If you’re gonna make it about you, go outside. 9 

MARY    You’re throwing me out? Is this throw Mary out day? 10 

SIOBHAN   Oh mum, you’re [exhausting] 11 

MARY     I’m concerned is all.  12 

Concerned there’s a stranger in my house rummaging in my child’s 13 
things. 14 

SIOBHAN   My child. 15 

MARY    Ours. 16 

FX:     SIOBHAN PUSHES HER CHAIR OUT AS SHE STANDS. 17 

SIOBHAN (Losing control) I bet you wish 
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FX:  ORLA SHOWERS. GEMMA BANGS AROUND DOWNSTAIRS. 3 
ORLA TURNS THE SHOWER OFF TO LISTEN. MORE BANGING. 4 

ORLA    Mary? 5 

FX:     GEMMA RUNS UP THE STAIRS. ORLA DRESSES QUICKLY.  6 

ORLA     (CONT’D) (Shouting) Siobhan said I could shower! 7 

FX:     
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SIOBHAN   
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MARY    (CONT’D) What part of Ireland are you from? 1 

ORLA     West. 2 

MARY    School? 3 

ORLA     State. 4 

MARY     University? 5 

ORLA     Dull. 6 

MARY     Father? 7 

ORLA     Bland. 8 

MARY     Religion? 9 

ORLA     None. 10 

MARY   
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ORLA     (Flustered) Not had the pleasure. 1 

MARY     Seen a Peace Wall? 2 

ORLA     What do you want me to say?  3 

I don’t know what you want me to say? 4 

MARY     Just wondering what she saw in you. 5 

ORLA     Not much. I saw more in her. 6 

MARY     (Suspicious) Did you now? (Waits) How did you do it?  7 

Rile her up, get her leaving her family? 8 

ORLA     She said home was hard, a tomb. 9 

MARY      (Laughing) No she didn't -- 10 

ORLA     
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MARY     You think I don’t care they’re killing everything worth anything.  1 

I do. I see the extent too.  2 

What they can’t kill they corrupt and absorb: cultures, language, 3 
ideas, everything.  4 

You’ve no idea what you fight and yet you dragged my grandchild 5 
into the heart of it.  6 

You get to sit there and she’s dead to the world.  7 

Maybe I should’ve told her everything.  8 

If I had known, I could have. 9 

(Considers) I would’ve said “sweetheart don’t, they’d kill you for 10 
looking in the wrong direction, let alone --” 11 

FX:     GEMMA IN THE PANTRY - PEEING INTO A CUP.  12 

ORLA     (Sharp whisper) What’s that? 13 

MARY  
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MARY   
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FX:     GEMMA DRAGS A CHAIR OUT AND SITS DOWN.  1 

GEMMA    Giving yerself a stroke for? 2 

MARY  
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ORLA     How’d you reach that? 1 
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FATHER ROBIN I care a great deal for your mother, I’m worried she’s not coping 3 
too well. 4 

SIOBHAN   Can we talk about this outside, Father? 5 

FX:     FATHER ROBIN SITS IN THE CHAIR BY VANILLA’S BED. 6 

FATHER ROBIN  We’ve shared decades, now she feels like a stranger 7 

SIOBHAN If it’s any consolation, mum always twists like an eel in a barrel 8 
when she feels sc
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SIOBHAN   All my life’s been about mum and dad.  1 

Family. “Home”.  2 

She misses them you know, I’m sure you know, after all you 3 
replaced her real family. 4 

FATHER ROBIN  Come on, you're her real family -- 5 

SIOBHAN   I don’t feel it.  6 

She’s always with you, or mourning dad, or missing them.  7 

Them who called her a traitor for leaving, who wouldn’t return her 8 
letters. 9 

FATHER ROBIN  Vanilla might be the pathway to heal that. 10 

SIOBHAN   Do you mind if I focus on Vanilla’s healing?  11 

She’s spent her whole life being eclipsed by the past. 12 

FATHER ROBIN  Siobhan, you might need them. 13 

SIOBHAN   (Whispering) She’s not dying. 14 

FATHER ROBIN  We all need our family. 15 

SIOBHAN   They don’t see me as family.  16 

Blood isn’t thicker than the sea between us.  17 

I’m the nowhere child, neither here, nor there.  18 

(Realising) Oh, maybe I’m the one eclipsed. 19 

FATHER ROBIN  You need to learn to lean on people -- 20 

FX:     SIOBHAN STANDS UP - NOW REFUSING TO BE ECLIPSED.  21 

SIOBHAN   You should leave. 22 

FATHER ROBIN  (Surprised) Excuse me? 23 

 SIOBHAN   
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SIOBHAN   Why, Father? Who’s Mum to you?  1 
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FX:     DISTORTED THROUGH THE MOBILE. ORLA RUNS AFTER MARY. 3 

SIOBHAN   (Whispering) What’s happening? 4 

ORLA    (Out of breath) Running after your ma, who’s running after Gem-- 5 

SIOBHAN   No no, everybody back to the hospital. 6 

 7 
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ORLA    (Out of breath) Mary! 10 

FX:     ORLA CATCHES UP TO MARY AND TOUCHES HER COAT.  11 

MARY     Don’t touch me. 12 

ORLA     Gemma’s not important -- 13 

MARY     She has the last bits of him -- 14 

FX:     ORLA CLICKS SIOBHAN ONTO HANDS FREE. 15 

ORLA    Siobhan you're on hands free, tell your ma -- 16 
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ORLA  What am I doing? There’s no way I’m running around after her and 4 
miss Princess waking up -- 5 

SIOBHAN   But Orla, you don’t understand she’s [traumatized]-- 6 

FX:     ORLA WALKS BACK TO THE HOUSE.  7 

ORLA  Siobhan, your mum’s old enough to look after herself. I’m coming 8 
back to Princess. 9 
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FX:    MARY BANGS ON GEMMA’S FRONT DOOR.  12 

MARY  Taylor you scruff-bag, open up or I swear I’ll put your windows 13 
through 14 

FX:     MARY POUNDS ON THE DOOR AGAIN.  15 

MARY    And it’ll get pretty cold in there with no -- 16 

FX:  GEMMA OPENS THE DOOR AND SHOVES THE ROSEMARIES AT 17 
MARY  18 

GEMMA    Here take it all back, I’m sorry. 19 

MARY     Move back, I’m coming in. 20 

FX:     MARY FORCES THE DOOR INTO GEMMA AND STOMPS INSIDE. 21 
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FX:     ORLA OPENS THE DOOR AND RUSHES INTO THE ROOM.  24 

SIOBHAN   Hey Vanilla, Orla’s here. 25 

ORLA    (Disappointed) Aw Siobhan take your coat off. 26 

SIOBHAN 
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SIOBHAN   Vanilla has you. (Taking Father’s advice)  1 

Orla, listen, I need to lean on you a while. Can I?  2 

Will you stay with her? 3 

ORLA    (Disappointed) Always. 4 

SIOBHAN   If she wakes... 5 

FX:     SIOBHAN OPENS THE DOOR  6 

SIOBHAN   (CONT’D) ...Make her laugh. 7 

FX:     SIOBHAN LEAVES AND CLOSES THE DOOR.  8 

ORLA    Hey Princess, you were right, you are the moon. 9 

FX:     ORLA SITS DOWN IN THE CHAIR AND OPENS A PLASTIC BAG  10 

ORLA    I popped to yours and got your nail stuff and... 11 

FX:  ORLA BRINGS OUT A PALETTE OF EYE-SHADOW FROM THE 12 
BAG.  13 

ORLA (CONT’D)  Eye shadow. 14 

FX:     ORLA OPENS A PALETTE OF EYE SHADOW.  15 

ORLA    Shall I paint your eyes silver, like the moon?  16 

I don’t want to.  17 

You’re warmer than that to me. I see you like the sun, like the 18 
camp fire. 19 
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FX:     CAMP FIRE. ORLA STANDS. ACTIVISTS SIT AROUND THE FIRE.  23 
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FX
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MARY     And then Orla stepped in -- 1 

GEMMA (Mocking) They fell in love online.  2 

How can you love something you can’t even see? 3 

MARY     You love your baby. 4 

GEMMA  Yeah even though it’s the whole reason I couldn’t [hold onto her]... 5 
it added to it. 6 
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SIOBHAN   Oh thank goodness, come on let’s go see Vanilla 1 

MARY    You raised a very kind girl, Siobhan.  2 

She gets it from you. 3 

SIOBHAN   I got it from you. 4 

MARY    Only you didn’t. You became it for me.  5 

Siobhan, don’t be upset, but I think Vanilla was behind building 6 
that tree camp -- 7 

SIOBHAN   Don’t be daft. 8 

MARY    Well it wasn’t the hippy was it? She’s a follower.  9 

Whereas Vanilla, she was like your dad.  10 

Maybe I should have told her the truth about him, and you too -- 11 

SIOBHAN   Seriously, mum. Stop. I don’t want to know. I want the loving lie. 12 

MARY    I’ll never forgive myself. 13 

SIOBHAN Well I wish you would, cos whatever he did or did not do is not 14 
your burden. 15 

You know, I thought I wanted to know, but after running around 16 
trying to find you, I realise I don’t want to be stuck on this wild 17 
goose chase for the rest of my life.  18 

We are walking in circles, stuck on a loop. 19 

I just want to look after you and Vanilla, that’s it. I don’t want to 20 
know. 21 

FX:     MARY HUGS SIOBHAN.  22 

MARY    You know I love you, don’t you? 23 

SIOBHAN   Yes, I know. Come on... 24 

FX:     SIOBHAN STANDS UP AND PUTS HER HAND OUT TO HER MUM.  25 

SIOBHAN   Let’s not sit here anymore. Let’s get up. 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 
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FX:     VANILLA’S MACHINES BEEP IN THEIR FAMILIAR WAY.  3 

ORLA    How much longer will you sleep?  4 

I’m not rushing you, I promise.  5 

I’ll live around you forever, I swear.  6 

I feel I’ve been by your side for years anyway, it makes no 7 
difference to me. 8 

FX:  (FAINT/BACKGROUND) SIOBHAN SETS THE TABLE FOR MARY - 9 
THEY HAVE AN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION ABOUT FOOD, 10 
MAYBE WEATHER. 11 

ORLA  It’s weird, somehow your personality still grows around me - sharp 12 
and clear, influencing me.  13 

We are becoming a strange garden sprouting up between two 14 


