
INT. TELEVISION STUDIO - NIGHT 1. 23.00 (2019)1 1

TELEVISION IMAGE, in CLOSE UP, pixels bristling. 

VIVIENNE ROOK.  55, smart, well-dressed











Daniel horrified.  Whispers to Ralph.

DANIEL
On her own.

Ralph mimes, why?  Daniel back on the phone:

DANIEL (CONT’D)
But... will you be okay?

Ralph hooting, realising, points at Daniel.  You!  You!  You!  
Go!  Go!  Go!  Daniel: Me??  Oh no!  No way!

ROSIE
I’m all right.  It’s not my first.  

(sad)
Mum should be with me, really.

DANIEL
Do you... want me to be there?

Ralph flips backw
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She’s got a LAPTOP on 



Stephen pissed off, but Celeste leans in.

CELE



ON THE RADIO: that day’s news, Radio 4.  Literally, news from 
the DAY OF TX, dropped into the mix before transmission.

CUT TO:

OMITTED17 17

INT. MATERNITY WARD, SALFORD CITY HOSPITAL - DAY 2. 07.30 18 18
(2019)

ROSIE in bed, exhausted, happy, holding her BABY; A BOY, 
mixed race, half Chinese.  DANNY at the side of the bed.  He 
feels almost as exhausted as Rosie, wrung out, but happy.

ROSIE
He’s so 
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ROSIE
I know, but don’t set me off again.  
Has anyone told Edith?

STEPHEN
I left a message, she never 
replies, God knows where she is.  

MURIEL
Indonesia, last I heard.  They 
imprison children, she says.  
Apparently, if you haven’t got a 
birth certificate, they determine 
your age by x-raying your wrist, 
and if your x-ray says you’re 16, 
then you’re 16, even if you’re 12.  
So off goes Edith!  Into battle.
Just like her mother.

STEPHEN
No, mum liked a hot bath and proper 
towels, Edith lives like 



DANIEL
Really, though.  It’s like that 
Rook woman said.  Things were all 
right, a few 
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And they’re delighted, kiss, hug.

CUT TO:

INT. ROSIE’S FLAT - DAY 6. 15.20 (2021)30 30

A BIRTHDAY CAKE.  ‘2 TODAY!’

 YEARS & YEARS. EPISODE 1. RUSSELL T DAVIES. DOUBLE GREEN AMENDS 15A        



LINCOLN in a high-chai







ALL
To Edith/Edith!/Aunty Edith.

JUMP CUT, everyone chatting, Muriel h



RALPH
Oh, lighten up!

CUT TO:

 YEARS & YEARS. EPISODE 1. RUSSELL T DAVIES. DOUBLE GREEN AMENDS 19A        





DANIEL
Well, don’t!  Get off!  Stop it!

Daniel 







STEPHEN
I think if Beth wants to see us, 
then Saturday makes sense.  



DANIEL
I’ll take you.  About time we said 
hello.  It’s Daniel.

FRAN
I’m













VIKTOR (CONT’D)
My name’s Viktor.  Viktor Goraya.

DANIEL
Right.  I should know that, 
shouldn’t I?  I’m with Housing.  
Daniel.  I’m normally more 
efficient than this, I promise.

VIKTOR
I thought you’d come to join me. 

(of the bunks)
They said I’d have to share.  I 
thought, wow, I’ve got lucky.

DANIEL
(did he just..?)

Yeah.  
(makes to go)

Anyway.  Thanks.  I’d betterO
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DANIEL
I know.  But we’re not allowed 
to...  Preferential treatment, 
y’know.  Anyway!  Thanks



INT. STEPHEN & CELESTE









AUDIENCE
Crack!

FRAN
Oh those old bones!  But the old 
woman got inside, and her daughter 
sealed up the pumpkin with c

l



Daniel lies there.  His husband playing with his phone on one 
side.  The sister he hardly knows on the other.  To hell with 
them all, he just hunkers down to sleep, miserable.

CUT TO:

EXT



ROSIE *
Yes I am.  Get used to it. *

TONY *
So who’ve you got, Lincoln and Lee? *

ROSIE *
(of L



ROSIE *
No way, have you seen that new Food *
Tax?  D’you cook?  I can cook. *

TONY *
No, but you spend all day in a *
canteen, I’ll cook, I’ll do it. *

ROSIE *
Are you any good? *

TONY *
Y



DANIEL *
I know, but t



RALPH *
You see?  I’m 





CONT. INTERCUT with Sc



DANIEL *
And what’s it cost? *

STEPHEN *
Fifteen quid. *

DANIEL *
Oh my God.  That’s ridiculous.  I *
don’t know how you do it, living in *
London, it would drive me mad. *

STEPHEN *
It’s got broccoli toffee. *

(grim again, of his screen) *
And on the downside.  I’ve got a *
daughter who wants to digitise *
herself.  And chuck her body away. *

On his screen: Transhuman website. *

DANIEL *
So what’s she saying now? *

STEPHEN *
Nothing, cos we made a fuss, so now *
she doesn’t mention it at all.  *
Which is worse.  But I don’t know.  *
Downloading your brain.  Which one *
is she, then, is she being stupid, *
or is she being clever? *

DANIEL *
It can’t actually be done though, *
c
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STEPHEN *
Is it those Ukrainians, driving you *
mad? *

Daniel laughs, bitter, thinking of Viktor. *

DANIEL *
Oh.  Yeah.  Exactly that.  Hah!  *
Yes, that’s exact
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INT. TONY’S FLAT, KI





INT. TONY’S FLAT, BEDR







DANIEL
Robot sex thing.

Ralph just goes ‘Oh,’ gets back to his phone, not interested.

DANIEL (CONT’D)
So listen, what are we going to get 
Gran for her birthday?  Any ideas?
Cos I saw it advertised, tickets 
for the



And the censorship I have faced 
ever since, in the fake news media.  
But we’re four stars, striving to 
be five, that’s what we represent. 



EXT. MURIEL’S HOUSE - DAY 23. 16.00 (2024)71 71

STEPHEN & CELESTE in the car, BETHANY and RUB







MURIEL comes in; she’s brought the plate of CHICKEN WINGS for 
them both.  She puts it down, goes to the wall, switches the 
TV on at the plug.  TV blinks on.  Lee sits, watches.

She gives him a kiss on the head.  Affectionate:

MURIEL
You little idiot.

And she heads out as Lee presses the remote, so she misses -

CUT TO:

 YEARS & YEARS. EPISODE 1. RUSSELL T DAVIES. DOUBLE GREEN AMENDS 47A        



INT. BBC NEWSROOM - DAY 23. 16.05 (2024)74 74

On the TV: VIVIENNE ROOK.  Agitated, genuinely angry.

VIV ROOK
But it is an emergency! We’ve got 
four days of this Presidency left.  
Four days in which he can do 
any





CELESTE 
(stirring, to 



The old war between Muriel & Celeste.  Saved by Ralph.

RALPH
Hey, did you hear?  Ruby’s been 
t





EXT. MURIEL’S HOUSE, GARDEN/EXT. HEADLAND, VIETNAM -       80 80
NIGHT 23. 17.41/02.41 (2024)

DANIEL, ROSIE, STEPHEN,M
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EDITH
The Americans.  They’ve fired a 
nuclear missile at Hong Sha.

Now





Stephen sets up his LA



ROSIE
What does that mean?  Is it over?

CELESTE



RALPH
What are you doing..?  Daniel?  Oy!  
Don’t you dare!  Danny!!

But Daniel’s driving off, top speed.  

Ralph half-runs, but stops, furious, realising many things.

RALPH (CONT’D)
I knew it.  Oh my God.  I knew it!

Daniel at the wheel.



CELESTE
What the fuck i










